
Genesis 22:1-3—How Great The Father’s Love For Us—Part 1 

Memory Verse 

Genesis 22:13-14 NLT—Penal substitution 
Then Abraham looked up and saw a ram caught by its horns in a thicket. So he took the 
ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering in place of his son. 14 Abraham named the place 
Yahweh-Yireh (or Jehovah-Jireh, which means “the LORD will provide”). To this day, 
people still use that name as a proverb: “On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided.”   

Introduction  

We come to the what I consider to be the most important chapter in the Old Testament.  
This is where God acts out His plan of redemption, with both the sacrificial love of God the 
Father, and the willing submission of God the Son, being put on display for all mankind to 
see.  Jon Courson explains this well: 

“On my desk sits a picture of Tammy taken in Israel at the Garden of Gethsemane. In it, 
she is sitting on a wall, lifting her hands to the Lord, with her eyes closed in worship. 
Beside her is an open Bible, and around her neck is her ever-present camera. I like this 
picture because, to me, it captures the essence of my wife. And because I love her, even 
though I see this picture every time I’m at my desk, I never tire of it. 
I find the same to be true of the chapter before us, for it is a picture of Jesus Christ. And 
Jesus is One I never grow weary of looking at or looking on. As you will see, the picture in 
our text is actually a Polaroid—one that develops and becomes more clearly focused as 
we go along…” 

Outline for Genesis 22:1-3 
1. God tests Abraham’s faith (v 1)  
2. God asks Abraham to sacrifice his only son (v 2)  
3. Abraham walks by faith and not by sight (v 3) 

Genesis 22:1-19 NKJV  
Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and said to him, 
“Abraham!” 
And he said, “Here I am.” 
2 Then He said, “Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to 
the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains 
of which I shall tell you.” 
3 So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of his 
young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he split the wood for the burnt offering, 
and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4 Then on the third day 
Abraham lifted his eyes and saw the place afar off. 5 And Abraham said to his young 
men, “Stay here with the donkey; the lad and I will go yonder and worship, and we 
will come back to you.” 
6 So Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son; and he 
took the fire in his hand, and a knife, and the two of them went together. 7 But Isaac 
spoke to Abraham his father and said, “My father!” 
And he said, “Here I am, my son.” 
Then he said, “Look, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt 
offering?” 



8  And Abraham said, “My son, God will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt 
offering.” So the two of them went together. 
9 Then they came to the place of which God had told him. And Abraham built an altar 
there and placed the wood in order; and he bound Isaac his son and laid him on the 
altar, upon the wood. 10 And Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to 
slay his son. 
11  But the Angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, 
Abraham!” 
So he said, “Here I am.” 
12 And He said, “Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for now I 
know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from 
Me.” 
13 Then Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and there behind him was a ram caught 
in a thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up for a 
burnt offering instead of his son. 14 And Abraham called the name of the place, The-
LORD-Will-Provide; as it is said to this day, “In the Mount of the LORD it shall be 
provided.” 
15  Then the Angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time out of heaven, 
16 and said: “By Myself I have sworn, says the LORD, because you have done this 
thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son—17 blessing I will bless you, 
and multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as 
the sand which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall possess the gate of 
their enemies. 18 In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because 
you have obeyed My voice.” 19  So Abraham returned to his young men, and they 
rose and went together to Beersheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beersheba. 

1. God test’s Abraham’s faith 

Genesis 22:1 NKJV  
Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and said to him, 
“Abraham!” 
And he said, “Here I am.” 

How Old was Isaac when God asked Abraham to sacrifice him?   

v 1 Now it came to pass after these things:  It is likely that at least 25 years has gone by 
since Isaac was weaned at about 3 - 5 years of age (previously in Genesis chapter 21).  
While we don’t know his exact age, we do know that Isaac is now a grown man, probably 
in his early thirties.  Genesis chapter 21 finishes with, “And Abraham stayed in the land of 
the Philistines many days” (v 34).  Also, the next thing to happen after this is Sarah’s death 
at age 127—Isaac would have been 37 years old when his mother died.  This means that  
Isaac could have been up to 37 years old when God asked Abraham to sacrifice him.   

Some people think that Isaac was just a young boy when this happened because of how 
some Bible translations translate the Hebrew word “na-ar” in verse 4 (lad or boy).  
However, while the word can refer to a child or adolescent, it is more frequently used to 
refer to young men.  We will come to a greater understanding of why this is important as 
we go through the chapter.  Below are two of many examples of the use of the Hebrew 
word na-ar” being used to describe a man who is at least in their twenties.   

2 Samuel 14:21 NKJV  
And the king said to Joab, “All right, I have granted this thing. Go therefore, bring back the 
young man [“na-ar] Absalom.”  [Absalom would be at least 20 years old by this time] 



Judges 9:53a NKJV  
Then he called quickly to the young man [“na-ar], his armourbearer, and said to him… [the 
armourbearer would have had to have been an experienced soldier, and a minimum of 20 
years old, the youngest age for military service in Israel at that time].   

Testing does not produce faith, it reveals it 

v 1 God tested Abraham:  We need to remember that when God tests us, it is not to 
produce faith, but rather to reveal faith.   

“This was not so much a test to produce faith, as it was a test to reveal faith. God built 
Abraham slowly, piece by piece, year by year, into a man of faith.” (David Guzik) 

What is faith?   

Faith is the decision to trust or believe that something is true.  Concerning God there are 
two things that we need to believe to be true—Abraham will be our example: 

1. God is all-powerful and all-knowing and is therefore in control, and  

2. God loves us and therefore always wants the best for us. 

If these two things are true, then we can be sure that anything that happens to us has been 
allowed by God because it is what is best for us—it can’t be any other way—even if we 
don’t understand why!  Therefore the proper or faith response to any trial a believer 
experiences is to say, “Thankyou God for this circumstance.  I may not like it, but I know 
that this is what is best for me, and it is exactly what I need to continue to grow in patience  
(endurance or maturity) right now.  Please God give me the strength today to endure (bear 
up) under this test (the difficult circumstances).  Thankyou for promising to answer my 
prayer to give me the strength to trust and obey you.” 

Hebrews 4:16 AMP  
Let us then fearlessly and confidently and boldly draw near to the throne of grace (the 
throne of God’s unmerited favour to us sinners), that we may receive mercy [for our 
failures] and find grace to help in good time for every need [appropriate help and well-
timed help, coming just when we need it].  

How is faith produced?  How do we grow in faith?   

Faith is produced by hearing and obeying the word of God—“So then faith comes by 
hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Romans 10:17).  If we are faithful to read and 
meditate on the word of God every day and night, the Holy Spirit will use those words to 
transform us more and more into God’s glorious image.  

Romans 12:2 NLT  
Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new 
person by changing the way you think [by spending time reading His Word]. Then 
you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.  

2 Corinthians 3:18 AMP  
And all of us, as with unveiled face, [because we] continued to behold [in the Word of 
God] as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are constantly being transfigured into His very 
own image in ever increasing splendor and from one degree of glory to another; [for this 
comes] from the Lord [Who is] the Spirit.  



Psalm 1:1-3 NKJV [notice the difference between those who do, and those who don’t, take 
the time to meditate on God’s Word, day and night.] 
Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of 
sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful; 
2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and in His law he meditates day and 
night. 
3 He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its season, 
whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he does shall prosper.  

The testing we experience is always in proportion to the faith we already possess (or 
should possess) 

It’s important to understand that God did not subject Abraham to this extreme test until 
Abraham was strong enough to endure it.  He would have been around 130 years old, 
having walked with God for about 55 years.  God will never allow us to experience 
anything that is too difficult for us to handle.   

1 Corinthians 10:13 NLT  
The temptations in your life are no different from what others experience. And God is 
faithful. He will not allow the temptation to be more than you can stand. When you are 
tempted, He will show you a way out so that you can endure.  

If we have never experienced such extreme testing of our faith, it’s because our faith is not 
yet strong enough to handle it.  We need to spend more time in God’s Word, in prayer, and 
in fellowship with other believers so that our faith will grow.  Moses, Joshua, Gideon, King 
David, Daniel, Jeremiah etc, all experienced extreme tests of their faith.  However, they all 
went through a long and difficult period of learning to trust God, prior to their faith being 
tested in extreme ways.   

What we can expect is that the trials we do face will grow harder as we grow in patience 
(maturity).   

The testing of our faith produces patience 

As we have already learned, the test doesn’t produce faith, it only shows or reveals to us 
just how much faith we already have.  So if the trials and testing that God allows us to go 
through don’t produce faith, then what do they produce?   

James 1:2-4 NKJV   
My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of 
your faith produces patience. 4  But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be 
perfect and complete, lacking nothing. 

James tells us that “the testing of your faith produces patience”.  So, why is patience 
important?  Why should we desire patience?  Because patience or endurance is what 
makes us mature (“perfect and complete, lacking nothing”).  We all want to grow up don’t 
we?   

“Patience is the ancient Greek word hupomone. This word does not describe a passive 
waiting but an active endurance. It isn’t so much the quality that helps you sit quietly in the 
doctor’s waiting room, as it is the quality that helps you finish a marathon. 



The ancient Greek word hupomone comes from hupo (under) and meno (to stay, abide, 
remain).  At its root, it means to remain under.  It has the picture of someone under a 
heavy load and choosing to stay there instead of trying to escape.” (David Guzik) 

The immature person, the person who lacks patience or endurance, complains and tries to 
escape the trial.  In contrast, the mature believer is able to endure the trial, remaining joyful 
even in difficult circumstances.   

Trials do not automatically make us more mature: Bitter or better—the choice is always 
ours 

James says that trials produce patience (endurance).  However there is an important 
caveat here.   “Trials don’t produce faith, but when trials are received with faith, it produces 
patience. Yet patience is not inevitably produced in times of trial. If difficulties are received 
in unbelief and grumbling, trials can produce bitterness and discouragement. This is why 
James exhorted us to count it all joy. Counting it all joy is faith’s response to a time of trial.”  
(David Guzik).   

To put it simply, if the trial or test reveals that our faith is lacking (if we have not been 
spending enough time in the Word of God, in prayer, and in fellowship with other believers, 
if we are not waking in fellowship with God, or if we are not at the point in our relationship 
with God that we should be by then), and, if we choose not to repent of our sin of unbelief 
when it is exposed, then the trial will actually make us bitter.   

Why does God test us?   

Obviously God knows how much faith we have, so He doesn’t test us for that reason.  
However, there are two main reasons why God tests us.   

1. So we ourselves can know if we are walking by faith or by sight   
 
2 Corinthians 5:7 NKJV  
For we walk by faith, not by sight. 
 
It’s human nature to think that we are always right, that we are always walking in 
fellowship with God, that we are putting God first in every part of our lives.  However, 
the Bible warns us that we can easily be deceived by our sinful and deceptive hearts 
(see Jeremiah 17:9), and our love for God can easily grow cold—our affections are 
easily “seduced” by another “lover” (see Revelation 2:4-5).   
 
If we are not walking by faith (we are not walking in fellowship with God), and instead 
are walking by sight (seeking instant gratification of our bodily appetites, being 
controlled or dominated by the feelings, emotions, desires, and cravings that come 
from our sinful nature) then we will fail the test:  Our response will be bitterness, 
complaining, dissatisfaction, and discontentment.  We will display or produce the fruit of 
our sinful nature—“When you follow the desires of your sinful nature, the results are 
very clear: sexual immorality, impurity, lustful pleasures, 20  idolatry, sorcery, hostility, 
quarrelling, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish ambition, dissension, division, 21 envy, 
drunkenness, wild parties, and other sins like these” (Galatians 5:19-21a).  In this case 
the trial or test will reveal that we are being controlled by the desires of our sinful 
nature, and that we are actually thinking about sinful things.  Although we may have 
thought we were walking in fellowship with God—we had actually made something or 
someone more important that God in our lives—even if we didn’t realise it at the time.    
 



If we are walking by faith (we are walking in fellowship with God), having submitted 
ourselves to (and are therefore now controlled by) the Holy Spirit, we will experience 
love,  joy, peace, contentment, and satisfaction.  Also, instead of producing the fruit of 
the sinful nature, the Holy Spirit will produce His fruit in our lives—“But the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, 
self-control. Against such there is no law” (Galatians 5:22-23 NKJV) 
 
Summary: God in His mercy loves us too much to let us continue in our sin—He knows 
that we can be so easily deceived by our sinful hearts—so He uses the test (difficult 
circumstances) to reveal to us the true state of our mind and heart.  How we react or 
respond to the trial reveals to us if our mind is being dominated by the desires of our 
sinful nature, or instead submitted to and controlled by the Holy Spirit.   
 
Romans 8:5-6 NLT  
Those who are dominated by the sinful nature think about sinful things, but those who 
are controlled by the Holy Spirit think about things that please the Spirit. 6 So letting 
your sinful nature control your mind leads to death. But letting the Spirit control your 
mind leads to life and peace. 

2. So others will know that we are walking by faith—it’s a public demonstration the power 
of God at work within us  
 
Consider Job.  The trial he went through, all the sufferings he endured, were not all for 
his own benefit.  Rather, Job had the privilege of being used by God to bring glory to 
God, to demonstrate the reality, both of God’s existence, and of His character.  Like 
Job, there are times when we go through trials, which don’t so much benefit ourselves 
(though there is always some spiritual growth), but rather benefit and encourage 
others.  Abraham being told to sacrifice Isaac in Genesis 22 is another classic 
example:  How many millions, or even billions of people, have been inspired and 
encouraged by Abraham’s example of faith in, love for, and obedience to, God?     
 
Our trials help others in at least two ways.  Firstly, we give them encouragement to 
continue on, when they may be going through a similar trial and are about to give up.  
Secondly, because we have experienced a certain trial or hardship, and have received 
God’s comfort, we are now equipped to be able to comfort others going through a 
similar trial.  Remember, our trials are never in vain—everything we do and/or 
experience in the will of God has a good purpose in our lives.   
 
2 Corinthians 1:3-7 NLT  
All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is our merciful Father and 
the source of all comfort. 4 He comforts us in all our troubles so that we can comfort 
others. When they are troubled, we will be able to give them the same comfort God has 
given us. 5 For the more we suffer for Christ, the more God will shower us with His 
comfort through Christ. 6 Even when we are weighed down with troubles, it is for 
your comfort and salvation! For when we ourselves are comforted, we will 
certainly comfort you. Then you can patiently endure the same things we suffer. 
7 We are confident that as you share in our sufferings, you will also share in the comfort 
God gives us.  

Abraham’s response reveals his humble servant like attitude 

v 1 God tested Abraham, and said to him, “Abraham!” And [Abraham] said, “Here I 
am.”:  God only had to call once.  Abraham wasn’t preoccupied with worldly things—
therefore, he was alert and sensitive to the voice of God.   It’s amazing how easily we can 
be distracted by worldly things, and miss hearing God’s still small voice calling to us.  Just 
imagine what Abraham would have missed out on if he had been living a worldly life.   



v 1 Here I am:  At this stage of his life, as a mature believer, submitted to God, Abraham 
was always waiting for the next instruction from God, always living in anticipation of the 
next thing that God might ask him to do.  Abraham didn’t run ahead of God, but neither did 
he lag behind.  Isaiah gave a similar response.   

Isaiah 6:6-8 NLT   
Then one of the seraphim [mighty angels] flew to me with a burning coal he had taken from 
the altar with a pair of tongs. 7 He touched my lips with it and said, “See, this coal has 
touched your lips. Now your guilt is removed, and your sins are forgiven.”  
8 Then I heard the Lord asking, “Whom should I send as a messenger to this people? Who 
will go for Us?”  
I said, “Here I am. Send me.”  

Abraham is like the humble and faithful servant Jesus described in Luke chapter 17.  The 
point of the parable is that we are to have a humble attitude, recognising our position as a 
servant of the Lord—God expects us to keep on serving as long as there is work to do, 
which is until the day we die and go to be with God.  

Luke 17:5-10 NLT  
The apostles said to the Lord, “Show us how to increase our faith.”  
6 The Lord answered, “If you had faith even as small as a mustard seed, you could say to 
this mulberry tree, ‘May you be uprooted and be planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you!  
7  “When a servant comes in from plowing or taking care of sheep, does his master say, 
‘Come in and eat with me’? 8 No, he says, ‘Prepare my meal, put on your apron, and serve 
me while I eat. Then you can eat later.’ 9 And does the master thank the servant for doing 
what he was told to do? Of course not. 10 In the same way, when you obey me you should 
say, ‘We are unworthy servants who have simply done our duty.’ ”  

“If you cannot go out ploughing, you shall go down into the kitchen, and do some cooking; 
and if you cannot feed the cattle, you shall bring up a dish of food for your Master. This is a 
change of work for you; but you are to keep on as long as you live.” (Spurgeon) 
   
“These works are hard, but in this mini-parable Jesus gave us the right attitude. His 
pleasure before our own. His people preferred before ourselves. His name before your 
own name.”  (David Guzik)  Abraham was like this, and therefore God could use him—
Abraham wouldn’t get puffed up with pride when God used him in a mighty way.   

2. God asks Abraham to sacrifice his only son 

Genesis 22:2 NKJV  
2 Then He said, “Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to 
the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains 
of which I shall tell you.” 

v 2 Then He said, “Take now your son, your only son Isaac:  As far as God’s plan for 
the nation of Israel is concerned, God did not recognise Ishmael as Abraham’s son: Isaac 
was the son of the Promise—the result of God’s power and provision.  Paul in Galatians 
explains that Hagar is a picture of the law, and that Ishmael is the result of Abraham and 
Sarah trying to accomplish God’s will using human effort. Therefore, as we covered in 
Genesis chapter 21, Hagar and Ishmael were cast out—Abraham and Sarah were to have 
nothing to do with them anymore.  Again, as far as God’s plan of salvation is concerned, 
Abraham only has one son, Isaac, the son of promise who was born as the direct result of 
God’s power, and not human effort.   



Love is defined as the sacrificial giving up what you hold most dear for the benefit of 
someone else 

v 2 Whom you love:  This is the first mention of the word “love” in the Bible.  One of the 
principles of hermeneutics, the study of how to interpret the Bible, is the law of first 
mention.  The first time a word is used defines it’s root meaning for the rest of Scripture.  
So how does the Bible define love?  Is it a warm fuzzy feeling or “feel good” emotion?  Is it 
the momentary feeling of euphoria someone receives when they have sex with someone?    
No to both of these worldly, shallow, and selfish definitions of love.   

Instead, the Bible defines love as sacrificial and unselfish giving!  Love is a verb, an action 
word, something we do, and not a feeling.  These verses in Genesis 22 point us to the 
depth of God’s love for us.    

John 3:16 NKJV 
For God so loved the world that He gave [willingly sacrificed] His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.   

Romans 5:8 NKJV  
But God [the Father] demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died [was willingly sacrificed] for us. 

John 15:13 NKJV  
Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends. [This 
demonstrates that Jesus shared the Father’s love for all of humanity] 

Mount Moriah is Mt Zion or Jerusalem 

v 2 And go to the land of Moriah, and offer him [Isaac] there as a burnt offering on 
one of the mountains of which I shall tell you:  Mt Moriah, which is one of the 
mountains in the land of Moriah, is now called Mt Zion, or Jerusalem.  In other words, 
this is a role play of God’s plan of salvation.  God will ask Abraham to willingly, as a 
demonstration of his love for God, sacrifice his only son in exactly the same place that God 
the Father would later sacrifice His only Son as a demonstration of His love for all 
humanity.  King Solomon later built the temple on this same mountain—the temple also 
pointed to Jesus’s future sacrifice.  God is carefully directing or choreographing each detail 
of this drama. 

2 Chronicles 3:1a NKJV  
Now Solomon began to build the house of the LORD at Jerusalem on Mount Moriah 

Moriah means “chosen by God” 

Even more interesting is the meaning of the Hebrew word “Moriah”.  Gesenius, in his 
Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon to the Old Testament, explains the etymology of this Hebrew 
word.  When broken up into its root words, it means “chosen by Jehovah”.  In other words, 
God is telling us ahead of time, that this is the place chosen by Him in advance, where He 
would willingly sacrifice His only Son for the benefit of all humanity—the payment for all the 
sins of all the world.   

God commands Abraham to offer Isaac as a burnt offering 

v 2 Offer him [Isaac] there as a burnt offering:  The burnt offering was first killed, and 
then completely consumed by fire.  The burnt offering represented complete dedication to 
God.   



v 2 Offer:  This Hebrew word “alaw” in the Hebrew means “to go up” or “to ascend”, or 
“cause to rise”.  Why would God use this word all through Scripture as a way to describe 
how the sacrifice would be presented to God?   Because it describes the way Jesus would 
be sacrificed—He would be lifted up on the cross—He would die by crucifixion.  Jesus 
explained this in the gospel of John. 

John 12:32-33 NKJV  
And I, if I am lifted up [offered] from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself.” 33 This He 
said, signifying by what death He would die. 

John 12:32-33 AMP 
And I, if and when I am lifted up [offered] from the earth [on the cross], will draw and attract 
all men [Gentiles as well as Jews] to Myself.  
33 He said this to signify in what manner He would die.  
  
Is God endorsing human sacrifice?   

NO!  David Guzik explains: “Abraham might have wondered if Yahweh, the God of the 
covenant and creator of heaven and earth, was like the pagan gods the Canaanites and 
others worshipped. For many of the pagan gods, there was nothing unusual about human 
sacrifice, but this must have seemed a strange request from Yahweh. By the end of the 
story Abraham knew that God was not like the pagan gods that demanded human sacrifice
—just the opposite.” 

What we see at the end is God stopping Abraham when he was about to put the knife into 
Isaac.  Isaac was never the intended sacrifice—Jesus was.  The ram used as the 
substitute sacrifice is the physical picture of what God would do in the future, with Jesus 
being the spiritual reality—“The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, 
“Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!" (John 1:29 NKJV).    

What is more important to me, the promise or the Promiser, the gift or the Giver?   

v 2 Offer him there as a burnt offering:  This test was hard for Abraham for at least two 
reasons.  Firstly, it was hard for Abraham to sacrifice his only son, Isaac.  But secondly, 
God’s command seemed to contradict God’s previous promise or covenant that God would 
make a nation of Isaac, the nation of Israel, from whom the Messiah or promised Seed 
would come. 

Abraham had to choose what was more important to him—God’s promise that through 
Isaac a nation would arise, and through that nation the Messiah wold come, or, simple 
obedience to God.  The temptation here was for Abraham to love the gift more than the 
giver, for the promise to be more important than the One who gave the promise.   

“Abraham had to learn the difference between trusting the promise and trusting the 
Promiser. We can put God’s promise before God Himself and feel it is our responsibility to 
bring the promise to pass, even if we have to disobey God to do it. Trust the Promiser no 
matter what, and the promise will be taken care of.”  (David Guzik) 

Abraham made the right choice.  He exercised faith.  He trusted that God was in control 
and that God loved him, and therefore what God was asking of him was best for him.  In 
fact the New Testament reveals what Abraham was thinking.  After all those years of 
learning to trust God, Abraham had come to the place where he truly believed the truth of 
the statement, “For with God nothing will be impossible” (Luke 1:37 NKJV).  He understood  
and believed that “nothing was too hard for God” (see Genesis 18:14 and Jeremiah 32:27).     



Hebrews 11:17-19 NLT   
It was by faith that Abraham offered Isaac as a sacrifice when God was testing him. 
Abraham, who had received God’s promises, was ready to sacrifice his only son, Isaac, 
18 even though God had told him, “Isaac is the son through whom your descendants will be 
counted.” 19 Abraham reasoned that if Isaac died, God was able to bring him back to life 
again. And in a sense, Abraham did receive his son back from the dead.  

Consider that previously, Sarah and Abraham had made this mistake of making God’s 
promise more important than the God who gave the promise.  Their desire for a son become 
greater than their love for, and dedication to, God.  But now, things have changed.  They 
have learnt from their mistakes.  Abraham is not going to try to obtain God’s promise by 
human effort.  Instead, Abraham will walk in simple obedience to God, making the benefit of 
the promise a secondary thing to the joy of walking in fellowship with God.   

3.  Abraham walks by faith and not by sight 

Genesis 22:3 NKJV  
So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of his 
young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he split the wood for the burnt offering, 
and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 

v 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning:  There is no delay, no hesitation, in Abraham’s 
obedience to God’s command.  This would not have been easy for Abraham.  What would 
have made this decision to obey even harder for Abraham, is that he really didn’t understand 
why God was asking him to sacrifice his only son—it was completely counterintuitive.   

“Abraham trusted God, even when he did not understand. Sometimes we say, “I’m not going 
to obey or believe until I understand it all,” but that is making myself equal with God.” (David 
Guzik) 

We notice three things about Abraham here, which will help us in our walk with God.  

•  Abraham had heard directly from God and knew exactly what to do.  Therefore there was 
no need for him to debate or seek advice from other people.  Once we are sure about what 
God wants us to do, we should simply get on and do it.  Talking to others about it is just a 
stalling tactic, and will often result in confusion and doubt.  Just imagine what Abraham’s 
servants would have said to Abraham if Abraham had consulted them—they would have 
thought Abraham to be crazy, that God could never have said that, that Abraham must be 
mistaken.  They would have tried to talk Abraham out of his decision to obey God’s direct 
command.  It would have been much harder for Abraham to obey God. 

• Abraham did what was right and true, not what felt good.  The world says, “If it feels good, 
do it”.  But God says in the Scriptures, “Do what is right”.  Notice that the story only tells us 
what Abraham did, not what he thought.  Why?  Because Abraham was not doing what he 
felt like doing, he was not “following his heart”, as many worldly counsellors today advise.  
Abraham here is a good example of walking by faith (what is true and right) and not by 
sight (feelings and emotions). 

• Everything that has happened previously in Abraham’s life has been to prepare him for this 
moment, the great revelation of God’s love for all humanity.  So don’t despair when hard 
times come.  Instead, “…be truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead, even though you must 
endure many trials for a little while. 7 These trials will show that your faith is genuine. It is 
being tested as fire tests and purifies gold—though your faith is far more precious than 
mere gold. So when your faith remains strong through many trials, it will bring you much 
praise and glory and honour on the day when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world. 
(1 Peter 1:6-7 NLT) 


