
Genesis 22:3-5—How Great The Father’s Love For Us—Part 2 

Memory Verse 

Genesis 22:13-14 NLT—Penal substitution 
Then Abraham looked up and saw a ram caught by its horns in a thicket. So he took the 
ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering in place of his son. 14 Abraham named the place 
Yahweh-Yireh (or Jehovah-Jireh, which means “the LORD will provide”). To this day, 
people still use that name as a proverb: “On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided.”   

Introduction and Revision 

Previously we began studying Genesis chapter 22, what I consider to be the most 
important chapter in the Old Testament.  This is where God acts out His plan of 
redemption, with both the sacrificial love of God the Father, and the willing submission of 
God the Son, being put on display for all mankind to see.  As F. B. Meyer wrote, “So long 
as men live in the world, they will turn to this story with unwaning interest. There is only 
one scene in history by which it is surpassed: that where the Great Father gave his Isaac 
to a death from which there was no deliverance.” 

In part 1 we covered how and why God tests us: the tests reveal faith, and build endurance 
or patience, which leads to maturity (see James 1:2-4)—we go from a life dominated by 
instant gratification [I need to feel good now, no matter what the cost to me or anyone 
else], to a life characterised by delayed gratification [I’m willing to endure suffering and 
hardship now so that I can receive a reward later].   

Instant gratification is living a life dominated by the desires and cravings of the sinful 
nature:  the Bible calls this walking by sight, when we are controlled by our feelings and 
emotions.   

Delayed gratification is living a life submitted to and controlled by the Holy Spirit:  we are 
able to put aside or look past our feelings and emotions, and instead make decisions 
based on what Scripture says is right and true.   

As we continue, we will continue to develop this polaroid—this developing picture of the 
love of the Father for us, demonstrated by His willingness to give up His only Son, for the 
sole purpose of making salvation available to all of sinful humanity.   

Outline for Genesis 22:3-18 
1. Abraham completes the necessary preparations and begins the journey to Mt Moriah (v 

3)  
2. The Biblical definition of worship: “willing submission” or “obedience motivated by love” 

(vs 4-5a)  
3. “And we will come back to you”—a picture of the resurrection (v 5) 

Genesis 22:1-19 NKJV  
Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and said to him, 
“Abraham!” 
And he said, “Here I am.” 
2 Then He said, “Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to 
the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains 
of which I shall tell you.” 



3 So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of his 
young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he split the wood for the burnt offering, 
and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4 Then on the third day 
Abraham lifted his eyes and saw the place afar off. 5 And Abraham said to his young 
men, “Stay here with the donkey; the lad and I will go yonder and worship, and we 
will come back to you.” 
6 So Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son; and he 
took the fire in his hand, and a knife, and the two of them went together. 7 But Isaac 
spoke to Abraham his father and said, “My father!” 
And he said, “Here I am, my son.” 
Then he said, “Look, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt 
offering?” 
8  And Abraham said, “My son, God will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt 
offering.” So the two of them went together. 
9 Then they came to the place of which God had told him. And Abraham built an altar 
there and placed the wood in order; and he bound Isaac his son and laid him on the 
altar, upon the wood. 10 And Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to 
slay his son. 
11  But the Angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, 
Abraham!” 
So he said, “Here I am.” 
12 And He said, “Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for now I 
know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from 
Me.” 
13 Then Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and there behind him was a ram caught 
in a thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up for a 
burnt offering instead of his son. 14 And Abraham called the name of the place, The-
LORD-Will-Provide; as it is said to this day, “In the Mount of the LORD it shall be 
provided.” 
15  Then the Angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time out of heaven, 
16 and said: “By Myself I have sworn, says the LORD, because you have done this 
thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son—17 blessing I will bless you, 
and multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as 
the sand which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall possess the gate of 
their enemies. 18 In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because 
you have obeyed My voice.” 19  So Abraham returned to his young men, and they 
rose and went together to Beersheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beersheba. 

1.  Abraham completes the necessary preparations and begins the 
journey to Mt Moriah 

Genesis 22:3 NKJV  
So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of his 
young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he split the wood for the burnt offering, 
and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 

v 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning:  As we covered last week, Abraham was 
walking by faith, not by sight.  Abraham was able to look past his feelings and emotions, 
and instead do what was right, which was to obey God, even if he didn’t understand why 
God was asking him to do this.   



v 3 And saddled his donkey:  Abraham, even though he had many servants, did this task 
himself.  He is taking personal responsibility for what he has to do.  They would need 
supplies for the journey, which would be at least 6 days in duration—a three day walk 
there, and a three day walk back.  

v 3  And took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son:  Why two young 
men?  Maybe to complete the picture—Jesus died between two men.    

v 3 And he split the wood for the burnt offering:  Again we see Abraham taking 
personal responsibility for everything God commanded him to do.  We will see that this 
Father was also personally involved in every part of Jesus’s willing substitutionary death.    

The wood was required as once the sacrifice was killed, it must be completely burned.  
The burnt offering is a picture of complete dedication.   

v 3 And arose and went to the place of which God had told him:  Again we see 
Abraham’s faith in action.  No hesitation, no delay, just prompt and efficient obedience.  
How did Abraham come to this place where he was so strong in his faith?  Consider at 
least 4 previous times when God had tested Abraham, preparing him for this ultimate test.   
1. God told Abraham to leave his home in Ur for a land God would show him 
2. God told Abraham to say goodbye to his nephew Lot (who went to Sodom) 
3. God told Abraham  to refuse the spoils of battle offered him by the king of Sodom  
4. God told Abraham to send his son Ishmael into the desert 

Again, God will never give you a test that He has not first successfully prepared you for.   

v 3 The place of which God had told him:  “Abraham and Isaac leave for Mt. Moriah, the 
place foreseen of the Lord. Mt. Moriah is a ridge that runs from north to south through the 
city of Jerusalem, peaking right outside of the north wall of the city at a place called 
Calvary.” (Jon Courson) 

2. The Biblical definition of worship: “willing submission” or “obedience 
motivated by love” 

Genesis 22:4-5a NKJV  
Then on the third day Abraham lifted his eyes and saw the place afar off. 5  And 
Abraham said to his young men (na-ar), “Stay here with the donkey; the lad (na-ar) 
and I will go yonder and worship, and we will come back to you.” 

v 4 Then on the third day Abraham lifted his eyes and saw the place afar off:  After 
two days of walking, Mt Moriah is visible in the distance.  It’s still some kilometres away, 
but they will get there in plenty of time to prepare the altar, wood, and sacrifice.   

From reading 2 Chronicles 3:1, we learn that Mt Moriah is located in the land of Moriah, 
which is modern-day Jerusalem.  The location where Abraham was asked to offer his only 
son Isaac, is exactly the same place where the Father actually offered His only Son Jesus.   

v 5 Young men (na-ar)… lad (na-ar):  As we mentioned last week, the Hebrew word “na-
ar”, which can mean a young boy or adolescent, usually means a young man.  In verse 5 
the same Hebrew word translated as “young men” when describing the two servants is 
translated as “lad” when it describes Isaac.  However, it would seem obvious that the two 
“young men” were actually grown men who were able to do adult tasks.  Again, I believe 
that Isaac was about 30 years old when this happens. 



v 5 The lad and I will go yonder and worship:  The Hebrew word translated as “worship” 
is “hwh”.  It means “to bow down”.  This is the first use of this Hebrew word where 
someone is worshipping or “bowing down” to God (one of the rules of Biblical interpretation 
or hermeneutics, is that the first time a word is used determines its primary meaning for the 
rest of Scripture).  Whenever it is used to describe how a person relates to another, i.e. 
they “bow down” to someone else, it is always a sign of submission to the one that they are 
bowing down to, that they are willing to accept their conditions or serve them in some way.    
When it comes to worshipping God, there is more to it, and we need to understand the 
context of the entire chapter of Genesis 22, where there are two other words used for the 
first time in Scripture, which directly relate to the word “worship”.  Before we go on and 
explain this, lets take a little time to learn the basics about how to interpret or study the 
Bible.  Understanding these four basic hermeneutical rules help us to come to the correct 
understanding of Bible passages, and so not be misled.    

There are four main rules which help us to correctly interpret scripture (called 
hermeneutics) 

1. Scripture interprets scripture   
 
It is so important to relate the Old Testament Scriptures to their corresponding New 
Testament Scriptures as we read the Bible.  Often, the New Testament is either the 
fulfilment of the Old Testament Scripture, or the New Testament Scripture explains or 
gives more detail to the Old Testament Scripture.  As an example we will look at soon is 
Hebrews 11:17-19, which explains what Abraham was thinking in Genesis chapter 22:5.  
It has been well said that, “The Old Testament is the New Testament concealed, and 
the New Testament is the Old Testament revealed.”  This is why we spend so much 
time going back and forth in the Bible looking at related verses.   

2. Establish a fact based on two or three witnesses  
 
This means that the teaching or doctrine is clearly explained at least two or three times 
in the Scriptures.   If not, then it is dangerous to make a doctrine or teaching out of 
something as there is too little information.  People often come up with wild and 
unbiblical ideas (e.g. soul sleep—see Daniel 12:2), which often contradict the clear 
teaching of Scripture found elsewhere (e.g. “to be absent from the body is to be present 
with the Lord”—see 2 Corinthians 5:6-8).    

3. The Law of first mention 
 
Here is a typical definition for “the law of first mention”: ‘“The Law of First Mention,” 
simply means that the very first time any important word is mentioned in the Bible 
[usually in Genesis], Scripture gives that word its most complete, and accurate, 
meaning to not only serve as a "key" in understanding the word's Biblical concept, but 
to also provide a foundation for its fuller development in later parts of the Bible.” 
 
Why is studying the the scripture where a word or doctrine is first mentioned important?  
Because, If you don’t understand how the word was initially used, or the original 
meaning of the concept or word, it is very easy to come to the wrong conclusion later 
on in scripture. 
 
 



4. Scripture should always be accepted literally unless it is clearly figurative or 
symbolic  
 
“Spiritualising”  or “allegorising” too much can dilute God’s Word, while “literalising” too 
much can bring bondage and legalism.  Common sense, context, and the Holy Spirit 
are our guides.  Below are two examples: 
 
Literalising: poetic passages are not usually taken literally, as they are usually phrases 
which express how someone is feeling, and not stating a fact.  E.g. David says in 
Psalm 6:6b, “All night I make my bed swim; I drench my couch with my tears.”  His bed 
was not literally swimming, but he was feeling very upset and distressed.   
 
“Spiritualising”  or “allegorising” is where a clear passage of Scripture is reinterpreted to 
mean something that it doesn’t.  E.g. many people say that the six, literal, 24 hour days 
of creation in Genesis chapter 1 are long ages, because they come with an “a priori” 
belief that the earth is millions of years old (they have been influenced by the evolution 
myth)—i.e. what they believed previously is different to what the Bible clearly teaches:  
but they would much rather change the Bible instead of correct their faulty thinking.  
This is also why there are many views concerning end times prophecy and the second 
coming of Christ.  When taken literally, the Bible is actually quite clear as to the timeline 
of events.   

The Biblical definition of worship: “willing submission” or “obedience motivated by love” 

It is very significant that the word for worship means “to bow down”.  Abraham and Isaac 
weren’t going to Mt Moriah to sing songs together and have a merry old time.  Rather, they 
were bowing down to God, or willingly submitting themselves to God, and their worship 
was an act of willing obedience, motived by love.   

In Genesis chapter 22, we have three words that are used for the first time (at least in 
relation to God regarding “worship”).   
• Obedience:  Abraham obeyed what God told him to do.  “In your seed all the nations of 

the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice” (v 18). 
• Love:  Abraham’s obedience was motivated by love.  Abraham’s obedience to God 

demonstrated that his love for God was greater than his love for his only son Isaac—it 
was Abraham’s love for God that was being tested.  Remember, love is a verb, an action 
or doing word, and not a feeling.  E.g. love is defined in Philippians 2:1-11, using Jesus 
willing death on the cross as the ultimate example.  We must decide to put the needs of 
others ahead of our own, making them more important than ourselves, just like Jesus did 
for us.  This is exactly what God is asking of Abraham—“Then [God] said, “Take now 
your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer 
him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you” (v 2).  The 
opposite of love is selfishness, when we put ourselves first instead of the other person.   

• Worship:  “And Abraham said to his young men, … “The lad and I will go yonder and 
worship…” (v 5).  Here we see that Abraham’s obedience, motivated by love, is called 
worship.  We could rewrite verse 5a as, “the lad and I are going to obey God’s 
command because we love God and want to please Him” 

Summary: What we learn from this is that the definition of worship, according to Scripture, 
is “willing submission", or, to say the same thing in a different way, “obedience 
motivated by love”, where we willingly choose to put God first.    



It’s so important that we understand that the essence of worship of God is both obedience 
and love—it defines both what we do and why we do it.   It’s not about the music, or how 
good we feel, or how much we enjoy what we may call the “worship service”.  Genesis 
chapter 22 is the Holy Spirit showing us what worship really is in it’s simplest form.  You 
could say that Genesis 22 was the first recorded “worship” service.  Again, this is very 
different to how we think about worship today.  Chuck Smith explains it well:  

“This is the first mention of worship in the Bible. We sometimes sing together, close our 
eyes, lift our hands as we sing songs to God, and we say that we have been worshipping 
God.  Technically that is not what the Bible terms as worship.  The word worship literally 
means “to bow down”. It refers to the bowing down of my will to God. That is what God 
looks at as worship. And that is what worshipping God is all about.” 

This is why worship is not limited to singing songs.  Any time that we have bowed our will 
to God, whether we are working in the garden or cleaning the toilet, those things become 
acts of worship, just as Abraham sacrificing Isaac was an act of worship because his will 
was submitted to God’s will.   

You can lift your hands and sing with are your eyes closed, but you may be resisting God 
in your heart.  You say, oh, I had such a wonderful time worshipping God. He'll say, no, you 
didn't, because worship is bowing down your will to God. You might have enjoyed the 
music, or you might have had a great emotional experience—music can do that and so can 
a good motivational speaker—but an emotional experience is not worship.   

Abraham was saying to the his servants, “We’re going to go up to the mountain and we're 
going to bow down our will to God. We will go. We will worship. We will bow down, and we 
will come again. I don't know how we will come again, but we will, because through Isaac 
shall your seed be called.””  

Paul in Romans defines worship in the same way as Genesis chapter 22.  He clearly 
states that worship is the laying down or bowing down of our will so that we can do God’s 
will, and we do so because we love God—it’s not “I got to”, but rather, “I get to”—my 
obedience to God is not something that I have to do, but rather something that I want to 
do. Paul says that our whole life should be an act of worship.  Firstly, this means that 
everything we do, say, and think is done in obedience to God, in accordance with His will 
for our lives.  Secondly, it means the motivation for my obedience is love—I obey because 
I want to, not because I have to—I obey because I want to give something back to God, 
because I am so thankful for all that He has already done for me, and not because I am 
trying to get something from God, or I am trying to impress someone.   

Romans 12:1 NKJV 
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God [with an attitude of gratitude for 
everything that God has already done for us—all if it undeserved, i.e. the mercies of God], 
that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God [obeying God in 
everything we do, say, and think], which is your reasonable [logical, rational] service [act of 
worship]. 

Romans 12:1 NLT  
And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God [obey God in 
everything we do, say, and think] because of all He has done for you [motivated by love, an 
attitude of gratitude]. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind He will find 
acceptable. This is truly the way to worship Him [NLT margin note: or, This is your 
spiritual worship, or, This is your reasonable service]. 



Again, what Paul is saying here, and what we are learning in Genesis chapter 22, is that 
we are to lay down our lives, we are to give up what we want (the passions and desires of 
our sinful nature—see Galatians 5:24), and instead give ourselves to do what God wants 
us to do.  All this because we are so grateful for everything that God has done for us.   

Summary: Worship - what is it?   

The word worship literally means to bow dow, to submit our will to God’s, for our hearts to 
be bowed down or submitted to God.  God used the example of Abraham walking up Mt 
Moriah to define worship.  We get insight into Abraham’s heart when we hear him say, 
“Stay here with the donkey; the lad and I will go yonder and worship, and we will come 
back to you.”  Abraham was declaring to the two servants, “I’m obeying God, not because I 
have to, but because I want to.  I love God and there is absolutely nothing that I wouldn’t 
do for Him.” 

Application: How do we worship God in our everyday lives?   

What is worship? What does it mean to have our hearts “bowed down” to God.  I suggest 
that it means simply that we accept God’s will for our lives and trust Him completely to 
bring us through the trial or situation—no matter how painful or hopeless it may appear to 
us.  Our God is the God of the impossible.  It seemed impossible for 300 men to overcome 
a well armed and well trained army of over 100,000 in human terms—but God clearly told 
Gideon that if there were any more, then it wouldn’t be obvious that the victory was the 
Lord’s.  Likewise, it’s often when we can’t see the way out, or we can’t understand why, or 
we feel that we just can’t possibly cope with another day of this hardship, when we finally 
come to the end of ourselves, our own resources are exhausted, that we finally make the 
choice to throw ourselves onto God and realise that, because we have come to the end of 
ourselves, we have just begun to draw on God’s unlimited power.  Wow!  This is when God 
is glorified, when people around us understand that the power and strength and hope and 
love within us does not come from us—it must be God.   

The greatest example of worship—Jesus willingly laying down His will so He could do the 
Father’s will 

This brings us to the greatest example of worship, maybe the most poignant and most 
beautiful expressions of faith and trust in the Bible in what would have to be the most 
painful and seemingly hopeless situation in the history of the universe.   

Luke 22:42 NLT 
“Father, if you are willing, please take this cup of suffering away from Me. Yet I want Your 
will to be done, not Mine.” 

What was the “cup of suffering”?  In Scripture, the cup in this context always represents 
the wrath of God towards sin (e.g. see Jeremiah 25:15, 17, 28).  What did it feel like for 
Jesus to “drink the cup of God’s wrath”?  Betrayal, being deserted by all those He loved, 
humiliation, physical suffering beyond compare, being misunderstood, robbed of justice, 
and if that weren’t enough, bearing the punishment of all sins and separation from the 
father—Jesus experienced eternal death on our behalf.  But it wasn’t for nothing.  Let 
Jesus be an example for us that our suffering in the will of God is never in vain—The 
Heavenly Father always has a good reason, for His glory and for our benefit.  The following 
verses in Isaiah make this clear.  Again, Jesus is our example.   



Isaiah 53:10-12 NLT 
But it was the LORD’s [God the Father’s] good plan to crush Him [Jesus] and cause Him 
grief.  Yet when His [Jesus’s] life is made an offering for sin, He will have many 
descendants.  He will enjoy a long life, and the LORD’s [God the Father’s] good plan will 
prosper in His [Jesus’s] hands [the Father will be glorified, and Jesus will benefit].  
11 When He [Jesus] sees all that is accomplished by His anguish [pain and suffering], He 
will be satisfied [that all the pain and suffering was worth it in the end].  
And because of His [Jesus’s] experience [of extreme suffering and death], My [the 
Father’s] Righteous Servant [Jesus] will make it possible for many to be counted righteous, 
for He will bear all their sins.  
12 I will give Him the honours of a victorious soldier, because He exposed himself to death.  
He was counted among the rebels.  He bore the sins of many and interceded for rebels.  

The importance of letting God know how we feel, but trusting Him all the same 

The writer of Hebrews also gives us insight into what Jesus was praying in the garden.  
This really gives us insight into just how much Jesus suffered, and also just how much He 
depended on, and trust in, the Father. 

Hebrews 5:7-9 NLT—How Jesus prayed at Gethsemane before He was crucified 
While Jesus was here on earth, He offered prayers and pleadings, with a loud cry and 
tears, to the One [the Father] who could rescue Him from death. And God heard His 
prayers because of His deep reverence for God. 8 Even though Jesus was God’s Son, He 
learned obedience from the things He suffered. 9  In this way, God [the Father] qualified 
Him as a perfect High Priest, and He became the source of eternal salvation for all those 
who obey Him. 

As hard as the trial was, Jesus never doubted the Father’s ability to save Him from death.  
What we learn from Jesus’s example is that it’s good for us to get alone with God and 
honestly express our feelings, doubts, and fears to God with loud and passionate cries and 
tears (if needed)—our feelings and emotions are real and must be acknowledged and 
expressed in a healthy way, and not suppressed.  However, like Jesus, Abraham, and Job 
did, we must also continue to put our trust in God, walking by faith and not by sight—our 
feelings and emotions must not be allowed to rule us.  We must believe that even though 
we don’t see or understand the good God has in mind now, one day we will, and it will all 
be worth it.  God will be glorified, we will be blessed and others will be blessed.  After the 
trial we look back and realise that we wouldn’t have it any other way.   

The challenge for us 

Will you choose to bow down, to throw yourself on God’s unfailing love and trust Him 
completely, to accept His will for your life, even if it doesn’t make sense to you, and even if 
it causes you to experience pain?  Will you be a true worshipper of God?   

3. “And we will come back to you”—a picture of the resurrection 
Genesis 22:5 NKJV  
And Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; the lad and I will 
go yonder and worship, and we will come back to you.” 

v 5 And we [Abraham and Isaac] will come back to you:  Here Abraham declares in 
plain and simple language that Isaac would return with him for the three day journey home.  
The enormity or significance of this statement can never be overstated.  It is absolutely 
incredible, almost unfathomable, that Abraham would come to this conclusion.  This is 
Abraham believing that God would resurrect Isaac from the dead, even though no one had 
ever been resurrected from the dead up to this time—what incredible faith.  How do we 
know that Abraham was thinking this?  Because Scripture tells us.   



Hebrews 11:17-19 NLT  
It was by faith that Abraham offered Isaac as a sacrifice when God was testing him. 
Abraham, who had received God’s promises, was ready to sacrifice his only son, Isaac, 
18 even though God had told him, “Isaac is the son through whom your descendants will be 
counted.” 19 Abraham reasoned that if Isaac died, God was able to bring him back to 
life again. And in a sense, Abraham did receive his son back from the dead.    

There are two main things we can learn from these verses in Hebrews chapter 11.  Firstly, 
what does it mean when it says in verse 19, “and in a sense, Abraham did receive his 
son back from the dead”?  Consider that for those three days, Isaac was already dead to 
Abraham—Abraham had accepted the fact that in three days Isaac would die, and that by 
his own hand.  When God told Abraham to not sacrifice Isaac, it was like Isaac came alive 
again to Abraham—he no longer had to kill Isaac, Isaac would remain alive—what a relief!   

Secondly, verse 19 says that, “Abraham reasoned that if Isaac died, God was able to 
bring him back to life again”, literally, physically.  Abraham was believing in a literal, 
physical resurrection from the dead.  How and why did Abraham come to this conclusion?  
Below is a quote from Donald Grey Barnhouse which helps to understand not only 
Abraham’s thinking, but also what our response should be when there seems to be a 
contradiction between God’s promise and God’s command.  When we can’t seem to 
reconcile or understand just how God’s promise and his command can be true at the same 
time because they seem to contradict each other—we must always obey God’s command, 
and leave it to God to fulfill His promise in His own way and in His own time.  

“Abraham was surpassing Aristotle [a Greek philosopher] in the workings of his mind 
[wisdom, logic] at this point. The fact that we are told that Abraham accounted that God 
was able to raise Isaac from the dead is the key to the story. Accounting is a mathematical 
logical procedure. As Abraham and Isaac had walked for three days through country 
growing more and more desolate, and at the slow, measured pace of the burdened mule 
[donkey], his mind went around and around the matter, and he ultimately came to the calm 
conclusion that he was going to see a miracle. The method of his thought was as follows. 
God is not a liar. He cannot be mistaken. He told me, beyond question, that I should have 
a son, and there he walks before me. God has said that this son would be the one through 
whom he would fulfill all of his promises. Therefore, the son must live or God would be 
found false. And yet God commands that this son be put to death. Here, humanly 
speaking, is contradiction. But there is no contradiction in God. That is the foundation fact. 
There is power in God; there is wisdom in God; there is majesty and glory in God; but there 
is no contradiction in God. But what is to be done with God’s command to sacrifice my 
son? Since there is no contradiction in God, there is only one answer that my mind can 
fathom. God is going to perform a miracle and raise Isaac from the dead. Doubt may say 
that this is foolish, that there has never been a resurrection in the history of the world. That 
doesn’t make any difference. A resurrection is compatible with the nature of God, but a 
contradiction is not compatible with the nature of God. God is life and the author of life. It 
would be a small matter for the God who created the universe, including the first man, to 
bring life back into a dead body. So the one, clear, logical conclusion is that God is going to 
raise Isaac from the dead.” 

“He knew anything was possible, but it was impossible that God would break His promise. 
He knew God was not a liar. He had no precedent (no one in the Bible had yet been raised 
from the dead), but Abraham knew God was able. God could do it!” (David Guzik) 



Here’s another example of when God’s command seems to contradict His promise.  
Imagine that God has made it clear to the entire congregation of a church that they are to 
buy a building.  After several years, they have the money saved, a building selected, and 
are a week away from settlement.  Then God shows them that He wants them to give all 
the money they have saved for the new building to an orphanage over in Africa.  They can’t 
understand how they could possibly go ahead with the purchase of the new church 
building if they give the money to the orphanage, but that isn’t their problem—it’s God’s 
problem.  All they need to do is willingly obey by sacrificing the money saved for the 
building by giving it to the orphanage.  They must then trust that God will provide the 
money for the new building in a different way, even if they have no idea how God will do it.   

You could just imagine the consternation and confusion amongst the congregation as they 
together decide that they will give all the money away to the orphanage.  It would require a 
lot of faith.  But what they didn’t know that there was a businessman, who, when he saw 
the love of Christ demonstrated by the church putting the wellbeing of the orphans over 
their own need for a church building, was inspired to pay for the entire building out of his 
own funds.  So the orphanage gets helped, God keeps His promise to provide a building 
for the congregation, and the businessman becomes a Christian because he witnesses the 
love of Christ expressed through the congregations obedience to God’s command.   

The lesson is simple.  Don’t limit God to only doing things in ways that we can understand.  
Be prepared to be amazed, to have our minds expanded, to see and understand things 
that we would never have seen or understood otherwise.  Just imagine what Abraham 
would have missed out on—a new revelation of God’s love for mankind, including himself, 
and a very detailed “sneak preview” of the Messiah’s death in place of sinful mankind at 
Calvary.  Remember, there is no contradiction in God, only faithfulness, power, love, and 
mercy.


