Genesis 24:11-14—A Bride For Isaac, A Picture Of The Church
As The Bride Of Christ —Part 2

Memory Verse

Genesis 22:13-14 NLT—Penal substitution

Then Abraham looked up and saw a ram caught by its horns in a thicket. So he took the
ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering in place of his son. 4 Abraham named the place
Yahweh-Yireh (or Jehovah-Jireh, which means “the LORD will provide”). To this day,
people still use that name as a proverb: “On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided.”

Introduction and revision

Genesis chapter 24 is the story of Abraham finding a wife for his son Isaac. It is another
wonderful type or illustration or allegory that is a physical picture of a spiritual reality. The
physical picture is Abraham providing a bride for his son Isaac. The Spiritual reality is the
Heavenly Father providing a bride for His Son Jesus, the bride being the church. In this
type or picture:

« Abraham is a picture or type of the Father.
« Isaac is a Picture of the Son.

« The unnamed chief servant is a picture of the Holy Spirit (Genesis 15:2 reveals his name
as Eliezer of Damascus. Eliezer means “God of help” or “God is help”).

« Rebekah is a picture of the Church, the bride of Christ.

« The unnamed chief servant was sent by Abraham to communicate to Rebekah the
invitation to marry Isaac.

« Rebekah must go to Isaac—Isaac could never come to her.

« The cost to Rebekah would be to leave her family and home land and go to a new land
that she had never seen, where she would marry a man that she had never met.

« The benefit to Rebekah was that she would be marrying into a rich and honourable
family, a godly family, a family greatly blessed by God, a family chosen by God to be His
special people His chosen nation.

Outline for Genesis 24:11-14
1. The The servant’s prayer for success in finding a bride for Isaac (vs 11-14)

2. Did Rebekah choose to marry Isaac, or did God choose or appoint Rebekah to marry
Isaac? (vs 5, 8, 14, 39, 41, 44)

Genesis 24:1-67 NKJV

Now Abraham was old, well advanced in age; and the LORD had blessed Abraham in
all things. 2 So Abraham said to the oldest servant of his house, who ruled over all
that he had, “Please, put your hand under my thigh, 3 and | will make you swear by
the LORD, the God of heaven and the God of the earth, that you will not take a wife
for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom | dwell; 4 but you
shall go to my country and to my family, and take a wife for my son Isaac.”

5 And the servant said to him, “Perhaps the woman will not be willing to follow me to
this land. Must | take your son back to the land from which you came?”

6 But Abraham said to him, “Beware that you do not take my son back there. 7 The
LORD God of heaven, who took me from my father’s house and from the land of my
family, and who spoke to me and swore to me, saying, ‘To your descendants | give



this land,” He will send His angel before you, and you shall take a wife for my son
from there. 8 And if the woman is not willing to follow you, then you will be released
from this oath; only do not take my son back there.” ° So the servant put his hand
under the thigh of Abraham his master, and swore to him concerning this matter.

10 Then the servant took ten of his master’s camels and departed, for all his master’s
goods were in his hand. And he arose and went to Mesopotamia, to the city of
Nahor. 1" And he made his camels kneel down outside the city by a well of water at
evening time, the time when women go out to draw water. 12 Then he said, “O LORD
God of my master Abraham, please give me success this day, and show kindness to
my master Abraham. 13 Behold, here | stand by the well of water, and the daughters
of the men of the city are coming out to draw water. 14 Now let it be that the young
woman to whom | say, ‘Please let down your pitcher that | may drink,” and she says,
‘Drink, and | will also give your camels a drink’—let her be the one You have
appointed for Your servant Isaac. And by this | will know that You have shown
kindness to my master.”

15 And it happened, before he had finished speaking, that behold, Rebekah, who was
born to Bethuel, son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor, Abraham’s brother, came out with
her pitcher on her shoulder. ¢ Now the young woman was very beautiful to behold, a
virgin; no man had known her. And she went down to the well, filled her pitcher, and
came up. 7 And the servant ran to meet her and said, “Please let me drink a little
water from your pitcher.”

18 So she said, “Drink, my lord.” Then she quickly let her pitcher down to her hand,
and gave him a drink. ' And when she had finished giving him a drink, she said, “I
will draw water for your camels also, until they have finished drinking.” 20 Then she
quickly emptied her pitcher into the trough, ran back to the well to draw water, and
drew for all his camels. 2! And the man, wondering at her, remained silent so as to
know whether the LORD had made his journey prosperous or not.

22 §o it was, when the camels had finished drinking, that the man took a golden nose
ring weighing half a shekel, and two bracelets for her wrists weighing ten shekels of
gold, 22 and said, “Whose daughter are you? Tell me, please, is there room in your
father’s house for us to lodge?”

24 So she said to him, “I am the daughter of Bethuel, Milcah’s son, whom she bore to
Nahor.” 25 Moreover she said to him, “We have both straw and feed enough, and
room to lodge.”

26 Then the man bowed down his head and worshiped the LORD. 27 And he said,
“Blessed be the LORD God of my master Abraham, who has not forsaken His mercy
and His truth toward my master. As for me, being on the way, the LORD led me to
the house of my master’s brethren.” 22 So the young woman ran and told her
mother’s household these things.

29 Now Rebekah had a brother whose name was Laban, and Laban ran out to the
man by the well. 30 So it came to pass, when he saw the nose ring, and the bracelets
on his sister’s wrists, and when he heard the words of his sister Rebekah, saying,
“Thus the man spoke to me,” that he went to the man. And there he stood by the
camels at the well. 31 And he said, “Come in, O blessed of the LORD! Why do you
stand outside? For | have prepared the house, and a place for the camels.”

32 Then the man came to the house. And he unloaded the camels, and provided
straw and feed for the camels, and water to wash his feet and the feet of the men
who were with him. 33 Food was set before him to eat, but he said, “l will not eat until
| have told about my errand.”

And he said, “Speak on.”

34 So he said, “| am Abraham'’s servant. 35 The LORD has blessed my master greatly,
and he has become great; and He has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold,
male and female servants, and camels and donkeys. 36 And Sarah my master’s wife



bore a son to my master when she was old; and to him he has given all that he has.
37 Now my master made me swear, saying, ‘You shall not take a wife for my son from
the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land | dwell; 38 but you shall go to my
father’s house and to my family, and take a wife for my son.’ 32 And | said to my
master, ‘Perhaps the woman will not follow me.’ 40 But he said to me, ‘The LORD,
before whom | walk, will send His angel with you and prosper your way; and you
shall take a wife for my son from my family and from my father’s house. 41 You will
be clear from this oath when you arrive among my family; for if they will not give her
to you, then you will be released from my oath.’

42 “And this day | came to the well and said, ‘O LORD God of my master Abraham, if
You will now prosper the way in which | go, 43 behold, | stand by the well of water;
and it shall come to pass that when the virgin comes out to draw water, and | say to
her, “Please give me a little water from your pitcher to drink,” 44 and she says to me,
“Drink, and | will draw for your camels also,”—let her be the woman whom the LORD
has appointed for my master’s son.’

45 “But before | had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah, coming out
with her pitcher on her shoulder; and she went down to the well and drew water. And
| said to her, ‘Please let me drink.’ 4 And she made haste and let her pitcher down
from her shoulder, and said, ‘Drink, and | will give your camels a drink also.” So |
drank, and she gave the camels a drink also. 47 Then | asked her, and said, ‘Whose
daughter are you?’ And she said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom
Milcah bore to him.” So | put the nose ring on her nose and the bracelets on her
wrists. 48 And | bowed my head and worshiped the LORD, and blessed the LORD
God of my master Abraham, who had led me in the way of truth to take the daughter
of my master’s brother for his son. 42 Now if you will deal kindly and truly with my
master, tell me. And if not, tell me, that | may turn to the right hand or to the left.”

50 Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said, “The thing comes from the LORD; we
cannot speak to you either bad or good. 51 Here is Rebekah before you; take her and
go, and let her be your master’s son’s wife, as the LORD has spoken.”

52 And it came to pass, when Abraham’s servant heard their words, that he
worshiped the LORD, bowing himself to the earth. 53 Then the servant brought out
jewellery of silver, jewellery of gold, and clothing, and gave them to Rebekah. He
also gave precious things to her brother and to her mother.

54 And he and the men who were with him ate and drank and stayed all night. Then
they arose in the morning, and he said, “Send me away to my master.”

55 But her brother and her mother said, “Let the young woman stay with us a few
days, at least ten; after that she may go.”

56 And he said to them, “Do not hinder me, since the LORD has prospered my way;
send me away so that | may go to my master.”

57 So they said, “We will call the young woman and ask her personally.” 58 Then they
called Rebekah and said to her, “Will you go with this man?”

And she said, “l will go.”

59 So they sent away Rebekah their sister and her nurse, and Abraham’s servant and
his men. 50 And they blessed Rebekah and said to her:

“Our sister, may you become

The mother of thousands of ten thousands;
And may your descendants possess

The gates of those who hate them.”

61 Then Rebekah and her maids arose, and they rode on the camels and followed the
man. So the servant took Rebekah and departed.



62 Now Isaac came from the way of Beer Lahai Roi, for he dwelt in the South. ¢ And
Isaac went out to meditate in the field in the evening; and he lifted his eyes and
looked, and there, the camels were coming. 64 Then Rebekah lifted her eyes, and
when she saw Isaac she dismounted from her camel; 65 for she had said to the
servant, “Who is this man walking in the field to meet us?”

The servant said, “It is my master.” So she took a veil and covered herself.

66 And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. 67 Then Isaac brought
her into his mother Sarah’s tent; and he took Rebekah and she became his wife, and
he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death.

1. The servant’s prayer for success in finding a bride for Isaac

Genesis 24:11-14 NKJV

And he made his camels kneel down outside the city by a well of water at evening
time, the time when women go out to draw water. 2 Then he said, “O LORD God of
my master Abraham, please give me success this day, and show kindness to my
master Abraham. 13 Behold, here | stand by the well of water, and the daughters of
the men of the city are coming out to draw water. 4 Now let it be that the young
woman to whom | say, ‘Please let down your pitcher that | may drink,’ and she says,
‘Drink, and | will also give your camels a drink’—let her be the one You have
appointed for Your servant Isaac. And by this | will know that You have shown
kindness to my master.”

v 11 And he made his camels kneel down outside the city by a well of water at
evening time, the time when women go out to draw water: The servant knew what he
was doing. In that culture the young women would all go out together in the evening to
draw water for their households (probably because the climate there is hot, and this was
the cooler part of the day). Therefore, since the servant was looking for a young woman,
he stopped at the well in the evening and waited for them to come to him.

v 12 Then he said, “O LORD God of my master Abraham, please give me success
this day, and show kindness to my master Abraham: Even though the servant was
using commonsense, he was still relying on God, understanding that only God could know
who the right young woman would be.

We must be careful when using providential or beneficial circumstances to try to discern
God’s will—we can easily be led astray. Why? Most often, when God has called us to do
something or go somewhere, there are usually challenges and hardships along the way.
These difficulties are not God changing His mind, but rather a test of our faith to see if we
will continue to obey when times get hard. Often the devil will give us an easy way out to
try to distract us from following God’s plan for our lives.

By far the best way to discern the will of God is to spend time in the Word and let God
speak to you. However, there are still examples in scripture, like this one, where prayers
for providential circumstances were used. Just be careful when praying that your
motivation is not to avoid the trials that God has allowed in our lives. Also, the servant
established what he would look for ahead of time, before anything had happened; he
wasn'’t just looking for excuses to justify what he wanted to do.

Concerning the situation with Abraham the servant, both had been seeking God, and both
had been led by God up to this point in time. They were walking in the will of God.
Therefore it makes sense that the servant’s prayer was prompted by the Holy Spirit and so
had the correct motivation—to please God. This is how king David prayed.



Psalm 37:4-5 NKJV
Delight yourself also in the LORD, and He shall give you the desires of your heart.
5 Commit your way to the LORD, trust also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass.

v 14 Now let it be that the young woman to whom | say, ‘Please let down your pitcher
that | may drink,” and she says, ‘Drink, and | will also give your camels a drink’—let
her be the one You have appointed for Your servant Isaac: Notice also that the
servants request was reasonably difficult, but not humanly impossible or ridiculously hard,
like she will jump 10m into the air. Drawing water for 10 thirsty camels would take at least
an hour of hard work. Just imagine, if the pitcher held 10 litres, and so weighed about 10
kilograms, that Rebekah would have had to draw from the well at least 100 times to supply
the 1,000 litres that the camels would drink. For you gym buffs, that's 100 reps of 10
kilograms, lifting it up from the well, carrying it to the trough, and then emptying it out
again. Rebekah was one fit, strong, and healthy young lady.

v 14 And she says, ‘Drink, and | will also give your camels a drink’: Notice that the
servant’s main goal here was to test the character of the young woman. He was looking
for a young woman who was unselfish, who would freely offer to help others, even when it
was difficult to do so. In the New testament, we would call this characteristic “kindness”,
describing someone who was “compassionate”. This servant was a wise man. He knew
that without this essential character trait, the young woman would never be a good wife for
Isaac. Rebekah saw that the men and his servants had been travelling for a long time, and
seeing their need for water, willingly went the extra mile and took the time to water the
camels also.

v 14 By this | will know: Here is a tip for a guy seeking a godly wife. Eliezer cared
nothing about the woman’s appearance, only her character. Too often in today’s worldly
and wicked culture, external appearance has become an obsession. But a godly man will
seek a woman who is beautiful on the inside, a woman who puts more time and effort into
her relationship with Jesus than she does on her appearance.

1 Peter 3:3-6 NLT

Don’t be concerned about the outward beauty of fancy hairstyles, expensive jewellery, or
beautiful clothes. 4 You should clothe yourselves instead with the beauty that comes
from within, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is so precious to
God. 5 This is how the holy women of old made themselves beautiful. They put their
trust in God and accepted the authority of their husbands. ¢ For instance, Sarah
obeyed her husband, Abraham, and called him her master. You are her daughters when
you do what is right without fear of what your husbands might do.

As an application, remember that Jesus is in the process of maturing us believers, of
changing our character to be like Him—honest, kind, unselfish, patient, gentle, loving,
faithful etc. Like the servant with Rebekah, God is also not concerned about the external
appearance, but rather what is in the heart. May God help us to learn to look past the
external appearance and see the hidden person of the heart in those around us.

1 Samuel 16:7 NLT

But the LORD said to Samuel, “Don’t judge by his appearance or height, for | have rejected
him. The LORD doesn’t see things the way you see them. People judge by outward
appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”



2. Did Rebekah choose to marry Isaac. or did God choose or appoint
Rebekah to marry Isaac?

Genesis 24:14, 44 NKJV
Now let it be that the young woman to whom | say, ‘Please let down your pitcher that
| may drink,” and she says, ‘Drink, and | will also give your camels a drink’—let her

be the one You have appointed for Your servant Isaac. And by this | will know that
You have shown kindness to my master.” ... 44 and she says to me, “Drink, and | will

draw for your camels also,”—Ilet her be the woman whom the LORD has appointed
for my master’s son.’

Here the servant recognises that God has appointed or selected a young woman for Isaac,
but he doesn’t know who she is. Abraham and the servant both know that if Isaac is to
have children and carry on the promise that “through your Seed all the nations will be
blessed” (the promise of the Messiah—Genesis 22:18), Isaac must first be married. So
they knew that it was God’s will for Isaac to be married. Also, God had put it on Abraham’s
heart to, at that particular time, start seeking a wife for his son Isaac.

Just like the servant did not know who the appointed bride would be, the interesting thing is
that Rebekah doesn’t know that she has been appointed yet either.

There are three viewpoints regarding salvation that are common in the church today. We
can use the picture of Rebekah marrying Isaac as examples of each viewpoint.

1. Some say that God supernaturally forced Rebekah to say yes to Isaac’s proposal, that
she had no free choice at all in the matter

Regarding the salvation of individual believers, they would say that God has chosen in
advance those whom He wanted to save, that He would supernaturally force them to
follow Him, and that because they had no free will, they could never change their
minds. Also, they mostly believe that Jesus only died for those that the Father had
originally decided to save. Therefore, aside from the chosen few, the rest will burn in
hell for the sins that they committed. Simply put, because God didn’t choose them,
Jesus did not die for their sins, and therefore they had no opportunity to go to Heaven
—they will instead burn in Hell for eternity.

2. Some say that the choice was all Rebekah’s, that God had no say in the matter

Regarding the salvation of individual believers, they believe that God died for all men,
that God wants all men to be saved, and that any man can choose to be saved or
forgiven. They also believe that a person can choose to be unsaved if they change
their minds—that a person can “lose” their salvation. They would say that God has no
say in who chooses to put their faith in Him, that God doesn’t choose or appoint
anyone.

3. Some say that God did choose or appoint Rebekah beforehand, and also, at the same
time, that Rebekah had to exercise her free will to make a free choice as to whether or
not accept Isaac’s proposal.

Regarding the salvation of individual believers, they believe that God died for all men,
that God loves all men and wants everybody to be saved, and that any man can
exercise their free will and choose to be saved. However, they also believe that God
knew beforehand who would willingly and freely choose to put their faith in Him, and so



He chose or appointed them for eternal life—once they choose to receive God’s free
gift of salvation, their path is set, their future in God’s kingdom secure. Those who go
to hell go there willingly, despite God not wanting them to go there—they made the
choice to not repent and turn from darkness—they loved their sinful ways too much to
give them up (see John 3:13-21).

Which one of the above three belief systems concerning salvation are correct?

- Firstly. does God appoint Rebekah to be Isaac’s bride? Did He choose beforehand who
she will be? Yes. The text says twice that God appointed or chose Rebekah beforehand

—"“let her be the one You have appointed for Your servant Isaac”, and “let her be the
woman whom the LORD has appointed for my master’s son.’

« Secondly. does the bride have a free choice? Could Rebekah have said “no” if she didn’t
want to be married to Isaac? Yes. The text makes it crystal clear that Rebekah had a
choice. She could say “yes”, or she could say “no”. There was no coercion,
manipulation, or forcing going on. Consider just how clear the text is on this matter:

Genesis 24:5, 8 NKJV

5 And the servant said to him, “Perhaps the woman will not be willing to follow me to
this land. ... 8 And if the woman is not willing to follow you, then you will be
released from this oath...”

Genesis 24:39, 41 NKJV

And | said to my master, ‘Perhaps the woman will not follow me.’ 4* You will be clear
from this oath when you arrive among my family; for if they will not give her to
you, then you will be released from my oath.’

Abraham is saying to his chief servant that if the woman says no, that the servant has
fulfilled his role—his role being to invite Rebekah to marry Isaac. The servant is only
responsible for asking, for presenting the invitation—that is the limit of his commission, of
the promise or vow that he made with Abraham.

Finally, we see that Rebekah, and also her family, did indeed have a free choice. First
her family decided yes, and then Rebekah decided “yes”.

Genesis 24:50-51 NKJV

Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said, “The thing comes from the LORD; we
cannot speak to you either bad or good. 31 Here is Rebekah before you; take her and go,
and let her be your master’s son’s wife, as the LORD has spoken.”

Regarding seeking the permission of the family, Abraham was simply showing respect to
the family by seeking their consent as well. Most likely, because they could see that
Rebekah was so enthralled by the opportunity to marry Isaac, they realised that this was
what Rebekah wanted, that this would be the best thing for her, and so that did what they
thought was best for her.

Genesis 24:57-58 NKJV

So they said, “We will call the young woman and ask her personally.” 58 Then they
called Rebekah and said to her, “Will you go with this man?”

And she said, “l will go.”

We can see that it ultimately came down to Rebekah’s own free choice to leave her
family and homeland behind so she could marry a man that she had only heard about.



What does the Bible say about God’s sovereign election or choosing, and an individual’s
free will when it comes to salvation?

In Genesis chapter 24, we see God’s sovereignty (His right to choose), but also, at the
same time, the free choice of Rebekah to choose. How are both of these facts
compatible? The human intellect thinks, it could be God’s choice, or, it could be Rebekah’s
choice, but how could it be both? That’'s beyond our comprehension. So most people just
choose to believe that only one or the other is true, effectively ignoring the textual evidence
for the opposing viewpoint.

However, once we include the rest of Scripture, the answer is not so difficult. The key is
understanding why God chooses some and not others. But before we learn about why
God chooses some and not others, we need to go through some Scriptures so we can
understand the basics of God’s plan of salvation.

1. FEirstly, we will see that God indeed does give every person a choice, that He does

indeed desire everybody to be saved, and He therefore made it possible for all men to
be saved.

Remember that, by definition, a gift is something that is offered to you that you can
choose to either receive or reject. If you are forced to receive something, then, by
definition, it's not a gift. Free choice is important, because, without free choice or free
will, there could be no true love. God desires that people turn to Him because they
want to, not because they have to.

Romans 5:17 NLT

For the sin of this one man, Adam, caused death to rule over many. But even greater is
God’s wonderful grace and His gift of righteousness, for all who receive it will live in
triumph over sin and death through this one Man, Jesus Christ.

Acts 2:21 YLT
And it shall be, every one—whoever shall call upon the name of the Lord, he shall
be saved.

1 Timothy 2:3-6 NKJV

For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour, 4 who desires all men
to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God and
one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, 8 who gave Himself a
ransom for all, to be testified in due time.

1 John 2:1-2 NLT

My dear children, | am writing this to you so that you will not sin. But if anyone does
sin, we have an Advocate Who pleads our case before the Father. He is Jesus Christ,
the One who is truly righteous. 2 He himself is the sacrifice that atones for our sins
—and not only our sins but the sins of all the world.

2. Secondly. we need to understand that God does indeed choose those who will spend
eternity with Him.

Like there are many more Scriptures that show that man has free will, there are also
many that show that God chose those who go to Heaven before even the world was
made, from eternity past. However, we are limited by time and space here and so will
only show one.



Ephesians 1:4-5 NLT

Even before he made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy
and without fault in His eyes. > God decided in advance to adopt us into His own
family by bringing us to Himself through Jesus Christ. This is what He wanted to do,
and it gave Him great pleasure.

Now we will learn the key that unlocks this seeming mystery—why God chose those
who would be saved before He even made the world, but at the same time salvation is

still a free gift that must be received.

By now you can understand just why this is such a contentious and controversial issue.
On the surface it seems to defy logic—does God choose us or do we choose Him? So
how do we resolve it?

1 Peter 1:2 NKJV

To the pilgrims [Believers]... , 2 Elect [chosen] according to the foreknowledge of
God the Father, in sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience and sprinkling of the blood
of Jesus Christ:

Romans 8:28 NKJV
For whom He [God the Father] foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to
the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.

He we see that the choosing or predestining or appointing that God does is based on
His foreknowledge. Simply put, because God exists outside of time, He sees
everything at the same time—past, present, and future. God is omniscient, which
means that He knows everything about everybody, even if they haven’t been born yet.
God knows what we will think, speak, and do before we think, speak, or do it (see
Psalm 139:1-4). Therefore, it is a simple thing for God to know in advance those who
will choose to accept, and also those who will choose to reject, His free gift of
salvation.

Can it be this simple—that God is simply choosing those whom He knew in advance
would choose Him?

All through Scripture, God has been pleading with humanity to come back to Him.
God’s love for us is incomprehensible, far beyond our understanding. The fact that
God would desire a sinner like me to spend eternity with Him is very humbling indeed.
The fact that God loves all the people He made, and desires that they all be saved, is
revealed by His universal invitation to receive His free qift of forgiveness. God pleads
with all men that they would choose to repent and receive His gift of forgiveness.

Ezekiel 33:11 NLT

As surely as | live, says the Sovereign LORD, | take no pleasure in the death of wicked
people. | only want them to turn from their wicked ways so they can live. Turn! Turn
from your wickedness, O people of Israel! Why should you die?

1 Corinthians 5:20-21 NKJV

Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us:
we implore you on Christ’'s behalf, be reconciled to God. 2! For He made Him who
knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.



The fact that God has invited all of humanity to come back to Him means that it is
impossible for God to deny someone eternal life if they ask for it. Why? This would
mean that God was lying when He repeatedly pleaded with mankind to repent and
come back into relationship with Him. It would be like throwing a life ring to a drowning
man, telling him to grab on to it, but as the man reaches for the life ring, you pull it
away from him at the last moment and watch him drown.

Why do some refuse to accept God'’s free qift? Love is a choice and cannot be forced.

Eternal life with God, what could be better? Why would anyone refuse to accept God’s
invitation to spend eternity in a love relationship with their Creator? Why would anyone
refuse to put their trust in Jesus and receive the forgiveness of sins? Jesus gives us
the answer:

John 3:19-21 NLT

And the judgment [why some people remain condemned to eternity in Hell] is based on
this fact: God’s light came into the world, but people loved the darkness more
than the light, for their actions were evil. 20 All who do evil hate the light and
refuse to go near it for fear their sins will be exposed. 2 But those who do what is
right come to the light so others can see that they are doing what God wants.”

Jesus makes the choice clear—to repent or not to repent—I| must choose to love God
more than my sin! The issue is whether or not | am willing to repent of my sin. | can
choose to continue to enjoy the temporary pleasure of sin (see Hebrews 11:25)—I can
choose to continue to enjoy the pleasure of instant gratification, where | get to do
whatever my sinful nature wants whenever it wants to do it. | don’t have to exercise
any self-discipline. There is no self-control required. | just live for the now, doing
whatever is the easiest and most pleasurable thing. Of course this kind of living leads
to death—both a miserable and empty life now, and eternity in hell later—but the
unrepentant person chooses to ignore this fact, instead their goal in life is to look for
the next little bit of temporary pleasure.

Repentance means giving up this lifestyle where | am controlled or dominated by my
sinful nature. | choose instead to follow God’s path which leads to holiness and
righteousness. Why must | choose this? To live with the perfect God in His perfect
Heaven, | myself need to be made perfect. This is why | must be willing to give up my
sinful ways, to make the difficult choices now to (with God’s help and by God’s power),
deny myself and say no to the selfish desires of the sinful nature that | was born with.
It is indeed a difficult life, requiring the exercise of much self-control and self-discipline
—but my goal in life is singular, being to enjoy eternity life with God, which starts the
moment | repent and believe.

Matthew 7:13-14 NLT

You can enter God’s Kingdom only through the narrow gate. The highway to hell is
broad, and its gate is wide for the many who choose that way. 4 But the gateway to life
is very narrow and the road is difficult, and only a few ever find it.

John 10:9 CSB
| am the gate [door]. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will come in and go
out and find pasture.

John 17:3 NKJV
And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom You have sent.



If my salvation is a free choice, then why does it matter that God has appointed or
chosen me?

The answer is to understand what God has appointed us to: God promises to start and
finish the process of making us like Jesus—perfect in body, soul, and spirit.

Romans 8:29 AMP

For those whom He foreknew [of whom He was aware and loved beforehand], He also
destined from the beginning [foreordaining them] to be molded into the image of His
Son [and share inwardly His likeness], that He [Jesus] might become the firstborn
among many brethren.

2 Corinthians 3:18b
And the Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us more and more like Him [Jesus] as we are
changed into His glorious image.

Philippians 1:6 NLT

And | am certain that God, who began the good work [of making you more like Jesus]
within you, will continue his work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus
returns.

We need this assurance because life is tough for the believer. We may feel at times
that we have failed God, that we have sinned too much, that God could never forgive
us for all the bad things that we have done, that it seems impossible for God to change
us to be perfect like Christ is. But God promises us that, once we accept His free gift
of forgiveness and righteousness, then the rest is up to Him.

Becoming a Christian is like boarding a plane. The plane will land at it's planned
destination no matter how we feel. All that matters is that | have faith in the pilot that
he will get me there, and also that | choose to want to go there.

Similarly, all that matters is that a person exercises their faith in God’s promise that He
will save them from their sin if they choose to put their trust in Him—once they are on
board the plane, a part of God’s family, then, as they say, “the rest is history”. The bible
says that the reward of our faith is the salvation of our souls.

1 Peter 1:8-9 NLT

You love Him [Jesus] even though you have never seen Him. Though you do not see
him now, you trust him; and you rejoice with a glorious, inexpressible joy. ® The reward
for trusting him will be the salvation of your souls.

Once again, we come back to the basic truth that God the Father sends the Holy Spirit
to calls or invite us to become the bride of Christ. Rebekah chose to leave her family
and homeland behind to marry a man that she had never met, and travel to a land that
she had never seen. Will we, like Rebekah did, choose to leave our family and this
world behind, and instead choose to love and trust a Husband that we have never met,
who lives in a place (Heaven) that we have never seen? We have more than enough
evidence that Jesus exists, and that He has proven His love for us by willingly giving up
His life for us when He died on the cross. It's not a matter of evidence. It's only a
matter of the will.

Revelation 22:17 NKJV
And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” And let
him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely.



