Genesis 26:34-27:46—Jacob Steals His Blessing: A
Dysfunctional Family Tears Itself Apart

Memory Verse

Genesis 22:13-14 NLT—Penal substitution

Then Abraham looked up and saw a ram caught by its horns in a thicket. So he took the
ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering in place of his son. 4 Abraham named the place
Yahweh-Yireh (or Jehovah-Jireh, which means “the LORD will provide”). To this day,
people still use that name as a proverb: “On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided.”

Revision and introduction: Jacob and Esau

In Genesis chapter 26, the focus was on Isaac and his bad choice to escape the famine
and go towards Egypt. But previously in Genesis chapter 25, we were introduced to Jacob
and Esau. They were twin boys, who were not only physically very different, but also
separated before birth by God. God had told Rebekah that: “Two nations are in your
womb, two peoples shall be separated from your body; one people shall be stronger than
the other, and the older shall serve the younger” (Genesis 25:23 NKJV). Simply put, we
learned previously that God, in His Sovereignty, chose Jacob to be the one through who
the blessings first given to Abraham would be passed on to. It would Jacob (not Esau),
who would receive the promises of the land, nation, and Messiah . This predestining of
Jacob to be the one who would inherit these promises did not affect either persons eternal
destiny—only which one would be in the line of the Messiah.

Thus, we will see that all Jacob and Rebekah’s skullduggery, scheming, deception,
plotting, trickery, and underhanded, unscrupulous, and dishonest dealings were completely
unnecessary. All they had to do was just trust God to keep His promise, and the blessing
would go to Jacob, without all the enmity and division that resulted from their lack of faith.
We also learned previously that Jacob didn’t steal anything from Esau, because God had
already promised it to Jacob. [It’s like stealing your own Christmas or birthday present and
getting in trouble for stealing: all you needed to do was to be patient and wait until it was
the right time to receive and then open your present.

Outline (Genesis 26:34-27:46):
1. Esau marries two ungodly wives (26:34-35)

2. Rebekah and Jacob deceive Isaac to receive the blessing (27:1-29)
3. Esau discovers the deception of Jacob (27:30-46)

Genesis 26:34-27:46 NKJV

26:34 When Esau was forty years old, he took as wives Judith the daughter of Beeri
the Hittite, and Basemath the daughter of Elon the Hittite. 35 And they were a grief of
mind to Isaac and Rebekah.

271 Now it came to pass, when Isaac was old and his eyes were so dim that he
could not see, that he called Esau his older son and said to him, “My son.”

And he answered him, “Here | am.”

2 Then he said, “Behold now, | am old. | do not know the day of my death. 3 Now
therefore, please take your weapons, your quiver and your bow, and go out to the
field and hunt game for me. 4 And make me savoury food, such as | love, and bring it
to me that | may eat, that my soul may bless you before | die.”

5 Now Rebekah was listening when Isaac spoke to Esau his son. And Esau went to
the field to hunt game and to bring it. ¢ So Rebekah spoke to Jacob her son, saying,



“Indeed | heard your father speak to Esau your brother, saying, 7 ‘Bring me game
and make savoury food for me, that | may eat it and bless you in the presence of the
LORD before my death.’ 8 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice according to what |
command you. ° Go now to the flock and bring me from there two choice kids of the
goats, and | will make savoury food from them for your father, such as he loves.
10 Then you shall take it to your father, that he may eat it, and that he may bless you
before his death.”

11 And Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, “Look, Esau my brother is a hairy man,
and | am a smooth-skinned man. 12 Perhaps my father will feel me, and | shall seem
to be a deceiver to him; and | shall bring a curse on myself and not a blessing.”

13 But his mother said to him, “Let your curse be on me, my son; only obey my
voice, and go, get them for me.” 14 And he went and got them and brought them to
his mother, and his mother made savoury food, such as his father loved. 15 Then
Rebekah took the choice clothes of her elder son Esau, which were with her in the
house, and put them on Jacob her younger son. 16 And she put the skins of the kids
of the goats on his hands and on the smooth part of his neck. 7 Then she gave the
savoury food and the bread, which she had prepared, into the hand of her son
Jacob.

18 So he went to his father and said, “My father.”

And he said, “Here | am. Who are you, my son?”

19 Jacob said to his father, “I am Esau your firstborn; | have done just as you told
me; please arise, sit and eat of my game, that your soul may bless me.”

20 But Isaac said to his son, “How is it that you have found it so quickly, my son?”
And he said, “Because the LORD your God brought it to me.”

21 |saac said to Jacob, “Please come near, that | may feel you, my son, whether you
are really my son Esau or not.” 22 So Jacob went near to Isaac his father, and he felt
him and said, “The voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau.”
23 And he did not recognize him, because his hands were hairy like his brother
Esau’s hands; so he blessed him.

24 Then he said, “Are you really my son Esau?”

He said, “l am.”

25 He said, “Bring it near to me, and | will eat of my son’s game, so that my soul may
bless you.” So he brought it near to him, and he ate; and he brought him wine, and
he drank. 26 Then his father Isaac said to him, “Come near now and kiss me, my
son.” 27 And he came near and kissed him; and he smelled the smell of his clothing,
and blessed him and said:

“Surely, the smell of my son is like the smell of a field which the LORD has blessed.
28 Therefore may God give you of the dew of heaven, of the fatness of the earth, and
plenty of grain and wine. 29 Let peoples serve you, and nations bow down to you.
Be master over your brethren, and let your mother’s sons bow down to you. Cursed
be everyone who curses you, and blessed be those who bless you!”

30 Now it happened, as soon as Isaac had finished blessing Jacob, and Jacob had
scarcely gone out from the presence of Isaac his father, that Esau his brother came
in from his hunting. 31 He also had made savoury food, and brought it to his father,
and said to his father, “Let my father arise and eat of his son’s game, that your soul
may bless me.”

32 And his father Isaac said to him, “Who are you?”

So he said, “l am your son, your firstborn, Esau.”



33 Then Isaac trembled exceedingly, and said, “Who? Where is the one who hunted
game and brought it to me? | ate all of it before you came, and | have blessed him—
and indeed he shall be blessed.”

34 When Esau heard the words of his father, he cried with an exceedingly great and
bitter cry, and said to his father, “Bless me—me also, O my father!”

35 But he said, “Your brother came with deceit and has taken away your blessing.”

36 And Esau said, “Is he not rightly named Jacob? For he has supplanted me these
two times. He took away my birthright, and now look, he has taken away my
blessing!” And he said, “Have you not reserved a blessing for me?”

37 Then Isaac answered and said to Esau, “Indeed | have made him your master, and
all his brethren | have given to him as servants; with grain and wine | have sustained
him. What shall | do now for you, my son?”

38 And Esau said to his father, “Have you only one blessing, my father? Bless me—
me also, O my father!” And Esau lifted up his voice and wept.

39 Then Isaac his father answered and said to him:

“Behold, your dwelling shall be of the fatness of the earth, and of the dew of heaven
from above. 40 By your sword you shall live, and you shall serve your brother; and it
shall come to pass, when you become restless, that you shall break his yoke from
your neck.”

41 So Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing with which his father blessed him,
and Esau said in his heart, “The days of mourning for my father are at hand; then |
will kill my brother Jacob.”

42 And the words of Esau her older son were told to Rebekah. So she sent and called
Jacob her younger son, and said to him, “Surely your brother Esau comforts himself
concerning you by intending to kill you. 43 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice:
arise, flee to my brother Laban in Haran. 44 And stay with him a few days, until your
brother’s fury turns away, 45 until your brother’s anger turns away from you, and he
forgets what you have done to him; then | will send and bring you from there. Why
should | be bereaved also of you both in one day?”

46 And Rebekah said to Isaac, “I am weary of my life because of the daughters of
Heth; if Jacob takes a wife of the daughters of Heth, like these who are the
daughters of the land, what good will my life be to me?”

1. Esau marries two ungodly wives

Genesis 26:34-35 NKJV

When Esau was forty years old, he took as wives Judith the daughter of Beeri the
Hittite, and Basemath the daughter of Elon the Hittite. 35> And they were a grief of
mind to Isaac and Rebekah.

v 34 He took as wives Judith the daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and Basemath the
daughter of Elon the Hittite: Here we see the effects of our choices. Isaac had chosen
to live for years (for many days) in the city of Gerar, a wicked and worldly place which
lived by worldly values. Just like Lot’s wife and daughters were influenced by the worldly
culture they were immersed in while living in Sodom, so were Jacob and Esau, but Esau
more than Jacob. Again, as parents, we need to remember that where the big feet go, the
little feet often follow. The friends we choose, the neighbourhood we choose to live in, the
family we choose to associate with, will all influence our children. There are times, when,
after seeking God’s will, and for the sake of our children, we just need to skip town or do
whatever we need to do to remove the ungodly influences that our kids may be exposed
to.

God’s way for marriage has only two main rules, and Esau broke them both. Firstly, God
says that marriage is for one man to marry one wife for life.



Genesis 2:24 NKJV
Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall
become one flesh.

This rules out polygamy. Yes, there is polygamy in the Bible, but it is never endorsed or
condoned, and whenever we see it, it always ends in disaster (e.g. David and Solomon
with their many wives). While it may have been common and culturally accepted by those
in Gerar and Egypt to have multiple wives, it wasn’t God’s way, and it bothered Isaac and
Rebekah—‘And they were a grief of mind to Isaac and Rebekah” (v 35).

The second main rule that God has for marriage is that believers only marry other
believers. We see this principle first established in Genesis 24:3-4, where Abraham tells
the servant that Isaac may not marry any girl from the land of Canaan, because they were
all wicked and worldly girls. Rather, the servant had to find a woman of good character
from Abraham’s extended family. In the New Testament it says:

1 Corinthians 7:39 NLT
A wife is bound to her husband as long as he lives. If her husband dies, she is free to
marry anyone she wishes, but only if he loves the Lord.”

2 Corinthians 6:14-18 NKJV

Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has
righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? 15 And
what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? 1¢ And
what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living
God. As God has said: “I will dwell in them and walk among them. 1 will be their God, and
they shall be My people. 17 Therefore “Come out from among them and be separate, says
the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, and | will receive you. 18 “| will be a Father to you,
and you shall be My sons and daughters, says the LORD Almighty.”

Predictably, Esau went the way of the world and married worldly women (but in his
defence, these were the kind of women that he had grown up with while living in Gerar).
Again, this bothered Isaac and Rebekah—“And they were a grief of mind to Isaac and
Rebekah” (v 35).

Forgiven sin still has practical consequences

Consider that Isaac had repented of his sin, and was now living a godly life, but forgiven
sin still has practical consequences: in this case, the worldly morals of Gerar had
negatively influenced Esau, and now Isaac and Rebekah had two worldly women living
alongside them in their family tents. It's very difficult and emotionally and spiritually
draining to have to live with someone who doesn’t share your basic values. Many
Christians have ignored these clear warnings of Scripture and have unequally yoked
themselves by marrying unbelievers, and so find themselves in a very unpleasant and
discouraging situations, which they cannot change.



2. Rebekah and Jacob deceive Isaac to receive the blessing

Isaac’s deathbed request to Esau

Genesis 27:1-4 NKJV

Now it came to pass, when Isaac was old and his eyes were so dim that he could not
see, that he called Esau his older son and said to him, “My son.”

And he answered him, “Here | am.”

2 Then he said, “Behold now, | am old. | do not know the day of my death. 3 Now
therefore, please take your weapons, your quiver and your bow, and go out to the
field and hunt game for me. 4 And make me savoury food, such as | love, and bring it
to me that | may eat, that my soul may bless you before | die.”

v 1 Now it came to pass, when Isaac was old: Isaac is estimated by some to be around
137 years old at this point. He would live for another 43 years before he died at the age of
180 years old (see Genesis 35:28). This shows that Isaac was suffering from the
debilitating effects of old age (especially blindness) long before he died.

v 2 Then he said, “Behold now, | am old. | do not know the day of my death: For
whatever reason, Isaac thought that his time was near, and so wanted to set his affairs in
order. It's like writing a will.

v 4 That my soul may bless you before | die: Why would Isaac want to bless Esau
when God had made it clear to Rebekah long ago, before the twins were even born, that
the blessing belonged to Jacob? Remember that God had given the promises (first given
to Abraham and then to Isaac) to Jacob—they weren'’t Isaac’s to give away. The answer
seems to be in the dysfunctional family dynamic that was still present: “So the boys grew.
And Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field; but Jacob was a mild man, dwelling in
tents. 28 And Isaac loved Esau because he ate of his game, but Rebekah loved Jacob”
(Genesis 25:27-28 NKJV). Isaac seems to be deciding based on what he wanted, rather
than what God had already decided. It's like Abraham wanting Ishmael to inherit the
promises instead of the yet to be born Isaac (see Genesis 17:18). It's easy for family
dynamics and our own personal desires for our kids to skew our thinking and lead us to
want things for our children that aren’t actually the best (God’s will) for them. If parents
aren’t walking in fellowship with God, then what they think is best for their children may not
be what is actually best for them, even if their intention is to do what is best for them.

“Strangely, Isaac insisted on giving the blessing to Esau, the one whom God did not
choose, who despised his birthright, and who married pagan wives. It seems Isaac plainly
rejected godly thinking and spiritual wisdom, instead thinking only of the good food he
received from Esau’s hunting.” (David Guzik)

Rebekah advises Jacob to deceive his father Isaac

Genesis 27:5-10 NKJV

Now Rebekah was listening when Isaac spoke to Esau his son. And Esau went to the
field to hunt game and to bring it. ¢ So Rebekah spoke to Jacob her son, saying,
“Indeed | heard your father speak to Esau your brother, saying, 7 ‘Bring me game
and make savoury food for me, that | may eat it and bless you in the presence of the
LORD before my death.’ 8 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice according to what |
command you. ® Go now to the flock and bring me from there two choice kids of the
goats, and | will make savoury food from them for your father, such as he loves.
10 Then you shall take it to your father, that he may eat it, and that he may bless you
before his death.”



v 5 Now Rebekah was listening when Isaac spoke to Esau his son: Rebekah
overhears Isaac’s conversation with Esau. As we read on, we find that Isaac was
intentional in not wanting Rebekah to hear what he said to Esau—he knew what his wife
would think—this is where things start to go wrong. However, Rebekah was
eavesdropping on this private conversation between the father and his favourite son.

v 6 So Rebekah spoke to Jacob her son, saying, “Indeed | heard your father speak to
Esau your brother, saying: Here is where things continue to go wrong—the train wreck
is getting worse. Rebekah should have gone to Isaac and talked to him, reminding him
that God had already decided who would receive the blessing. Regardless, of what
Isaac’s decision was, Rebekah should have left the matter with God—God is big enough
and strong enough to accomplish His purposes without human interference. God’s
promises will always come to pass.

Remember that acting or living according to the sinful nature (human effort) will always
produce the fruit of the sinful nature—division, discord, discontent, disagreement,
disharmony, disagreements, disunity, dissension, and dissent.

v 8 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice according to what | command you: Here
we go again, people thinking that they are god, that they know best, that God needs their
help, and that without them, God’s plan will fail. Whenever we run ahead of God,
whenever we try to accomplish God’s will using human effort, the end will always be
disaster. Rebekah was right in believing God’s promise given in Genesis 25:23, that Jacob
would inherit the blessing, but she was wrong in trying to bring it to pass using human
means.

Proverbs 14:12, 16:25 NKJV
There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death.

Many churches are doing the same thing today. They want a big church, but they don’t
build using God’s methods, rather they use human methods.

v 9 | will make savoury food from them for your father, such as he loves: Here
Rebekah takes to open deception to get her own way. We often justify what we do with
spiritual sounding excuses, but really we are just trying to get our own way—Rebekah just
wanted her favourite son to get the blessing.

Consider that in this household, nobody trusted each other. The favouritism demonstrated
by mum and dad created a schism that would only get wider and worse as time goes on.
These acts of deception will tear this family apart—it will never be the same again.

Jacob objects to his mothers plan, but only because he doesn’t want to get caught

Genesis 26:11-17 NKJV

And Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, “Look, Esau my brother is a hairy man, and |
am a smooth-skinned man. 12 Perhaps my father will feel me, and | shall seem to be
a deceiver to him; and | shall bring a curse on myself and not a blessing.”

13 But his mother said to him, “Let your curse be on me, my son; only obey my
voice, and go, get them for me.” 14 And he went and got them and brought them to
his mother, and his mother made savoury food, such as his father loved. 15 Then
Rebekah took the choice clothes of her elder son Esau, which were with her in the
house, and put them on Jacob her younger son. 16 And she put the skins of the kids
of the goats on his hands and on the smooth part of his neck. 17 Then she gave the
savoury food and the bread, which she had prepared, into the hand of her son
Jacob.



v 11-12 And Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, “Look, Esau my brother is a hairy
man, and | am a smooth-skinned man. '2Perhaps my father will feel me, and | shall
seem to be a deceiver to him; and | shall bring a curse on myself and not a blessing:
Jacob was living up to his name—"trickster” or “scoundrel”’. He was not concerned with
right or wrong (and | shall seem to be a deceiver to him), but rather only whether or not
the plan would work, whether or not he would benefit or not. This is called pragmatism.

All four of them are acting according to their sinful natures. Isaac has disregarded what
God had previously said about Jacob inheriting the blessing. Esau has disregarded the
promise he made to Jacob when he sold his birthright for a bowl of red lentil stew. Jacob is
deceitful and self-serving, and Rebekah is as bad as Isaac, taking sides and playing
deceptive games. This family is a mess, and in the next chapter, we will see how this
family will be torn apart. For example, Rebekah will soon lose the son she is trying so hard
to protect and keep, never seeing Jacob again—she would regret it when she said, “Let
your curse [consequence] be on me, my son; only obey my voice, and go, get them
for me” (v 13). We can never foresee all of the negative consequences of our sinful and
selfish actions.

Application: Character vs Reputation

v 12 Perhaps my father will feel me, and | shall seem to be a deceiver to him: “Jacob
doesn’t say, “If | do this, I'll be a deceiver.” He says, “If | do this, I'll seem like a deceiver.”
Isn’t this where our culture finds itself? Reputation is what people think | am. Character is
what | know | am. And most people today, like Jacob, are concerned about reputation over
character. How do you know what your character really is? You'll know by what you do
when no one is around.” (Jon Courson)

Jacob lies to his father, pretending to be Esau

Genesis 27:18-27a NKJV

So he went to his father and said, “My father.”

And he said, “Here | am. Who are you, my son?”

19 Jacob said to his father, “I am Esau your firstborn; | have done just as you told
me; please arise, sit and eat of my game, that your soul may bless me.”

20 But Isaac said to his son, “How is it that you have found it so quickly, my son?”
And he said, “Because the LORD your God brought it to me.”

21 |saac said to Jacob, “Please come near, that | may feel you, my son, whether you
are really my son Esau or not.” 22 So Jacob went near to Isaac his father, and he felt
him and said, “The voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau.”
23 And he did not recognize him, because his hands were hairy like his brother
Esau’s hands; so he blessed him.

24 Then he said, “Are you really my son Esau?”

He said, “l am.”

25 He said, “Bring it near to me, and | will eat of my son’s game, so that my soul may
bless you.” So he brought it near to him, and he ate; and he brought him wine, and
he drank. 26 Then his father Isaac said to him, “Come near now and kiss me, my
son.” 27 And he came near and kissed him; and he smelled the smell of his clothing,

vs 18-19 So [Jacob] went to his father and said, “My father.” And [Isaac] said, “Here
I am. Who are you, my son?” 19 Jacob said to his father, “l am Esau your firstborn”:
This is a deliberate and bold faced lie. Trust is further eroded. The divisions only deepen.
In the end, nobody wins. The Bible has much to say about lying, and none of it good.



Proverbs 26:28 NKJV
A lying tongue hates those who are crushed by it, and a flattering mouth works ruin.

John 8:44 NKJV

You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a
murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in
him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the
father of it.

God’s way is to “speak the truth in love”.

John 16:13 NKJV

However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will
not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you
things to come.

Ephesians 4:14-15 NKJV

Then we will no longer be immature like children. We won’t be tossed and blown about by
every wind of new teaching. We will not be influenced when people try to trick us with lies
so clever they sound like the truth. 15 Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in
every way more and more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church.

Ephesians 4:25 NKJV
Therefore, putting away lying, “Let each one of you speak truth with his neighbour,” for we
are members of one another.

v 20 But Isaac said to his son, “How is it that you have found it so quickly, my son?”
And he said, “Because the LORD your God brought it to me.”: Not only does Mr Heel
Catcher tell his father Isaac a bold faced lie, but now he spiritualises it, claiming that God
has blessed his efforts, and that he is walking in fellowship with God. It's amazing how
easy it is to dress up our sin with spiritual sounding excuses. Remember, an excuse is a
reason stuffed with a lie.

“Jacob could do this because his only concern is for what worked [pragmatism]. Since he
(rightly) knew God that wanted him to have the birthright, he [wrongly] justified any lie or
sin he committed in the pursuit of the birthright and told himself that it was a stand for
righteousness.” (David Guzik)

vs 22, 24 “The voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau.”...
24 Then he said, “Are you really my son Esau? He said, “l am.”: We can imagine
Isaac being a kind natured man, and not wanting to believe that his own son would
repeatedly lie to him. This makes the deception even worse, with Jacob playing on or
taking advantage of the trust that his father had in him: this is the worst kind of betrayal.
Trust takes a long time to build, but can be destroyed in an instant. It's no wonder that “a
lying tongue hates those it hurts” (Proverbs 26:28 NKJV)

Application, don'’t trust your feelings, trust the word

v 22 The voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau: “Although
Jacob didn’t sound like Esau, he smelled like Esau and felt like Esau. Therefore he must
be Esau, thought Isaac, trusting his senses rather than the word that he heard.

Whenever we make decisions based upon what we feel or what we smell or what we see
rather than upon what we hear in the Word, we will be deceived. If an experience, trend, or
phenomena isn’t seen throughout the New Testament record of the life of Christ and of His
church—be it barking, laughing, or falling down—it's Jacob parading as Esau, and we will
be as deceived as Isaac was if we choose to follow our senses rather than the Word.” (Jon
Courson)



The blessing is given to Jacob

Genesis 27:27b-29 NKJV

...and blessed him and said: “Surely, the smell of my son is like the smell of a field
which the LORD has blessed. 28 Therefore may God give you of the dew of heaven,
of the fatness of the earth, and plenty of grain and wine. 29 Let peoples serve you,
and nations bow down to you. Be master over your brethren, and let your mother’s
sons bow down to you. Cursed be everyone who curses you, and blessed be those
who bless you!”

v 27 And blessed him: Jacob has just become the spiritual head of the family. Jacob will
now be able to pass on the blessing to his descendants.

v 28 May God give you of the dew of heaven, of the fatness of the earth: God would
continue to bless the nation of Israel, just like he had Abraham and Isaac, just as long as
they continued in obedience.

v 29 Cursed be everyone who curses you, and blessed be those who bless you: This
promise was first given to Abraham, and is now being passed onto Jacob. There are some
that say that this promise was only given to Abraham, but here we see that this particular
promise of protection goes along with the other three main promises made to the nation of
Israel—land, nation, Messiah.

Human intervention can’t change God'’s plan

Here’s a question for us. If Rebekah hadn’t overheard Isaac’s conversation with Esau, and
Isaac had blessed Esau instead of Jacob, would that have changed what God had
promised concerning the promises being given to Jacob? No. Because this blessing was
only God’s to give, not Isaac’s, and God had already given it to Jacob. God had already
said in Genesis 25:23 that the older shall serve the younger, so it really didn’t matter what
Isaac said.

“The point is that the sovereign will of God is done, in spite of our or any other person’s
opposition to it.” (Boice)

3. Esau discovers the deception of Jacob

Esau’s grief at discovering Jacob’s deception

Genesis 27:30-38 NKJV

Now it happened, as soon as Isaac had finished blessing Jacob, and Jacob had
scarcely gone out from the presence of Isaac his father, that Esau his brother came
in from his hunting. 3! He also had made savoury food, and brought it to his father,
and said to his father, “Let my father arise and eat of his son’s game, that your soul
may bless me.”

32 And his father Isaac said to him, “Who are you?”

So he said, “l am your son, your firstborn, Esau.”

33 Then Isaac trembled exceedingly, and said, “Who? Where is the one who hunted
game and brought it to me? | ate all of it before you came, and | have blessed him—
and indeed he shall be blessed.”

34 When Esau heard the words of his father, he cried with an exceedingly great and
bitter cry, and said to his father, “Bless me—me also, O my father!”

35 But he said, “Your brother came with deceit and has taken away your blessing.”



36 And Esau said, “Is he not rightly named Jacob? For he has supplanted me these
two times. He took away my birthright, and now look, he has taken away my
blessing!” And he said, “Have you not reserved a blessing for me?”

37 Then Isaac answered and said to Esau, “Indeed | have made him your master, and
all his brethren | have given to him as servants; with grain and wine | have sustained
him. What shall | do now for you, my son?”

38 And Esau said to his father, “Have you only one blessing, my father? Bless me—
me also, O my father!” And Esau lifted up his voice and wept.

v 33 Isaac trembled exceedingly: This is a very strong phrase. Morris translates it as, “
Isaac trembled most excessively with a great trembling.” Isaac was convulsing.

v 33 Isaac trembled exceedingly: Why was Isaac so shaken by Jacob’s act of
deception? | think that it was more than just the broken trust within the family. “lsaac was
troubled because he knew he had tried to box God in, to defeat God’s plan, and God had
beaten him. He realized he would always be defeated when he tried to resist God’s will,
even when he didn’t like it. And he came to learn that despite his arrogance against God’s
will, God’s will was glorious.” (David Guzik)

v 33 | have blessed him—and indeed he shall be blessed: Isaac realises that he can’t
fight God, and now submits his will to God. Isaac again repents of his sin. It is for this
reason that Isaac is praised in Hebrews 11:20 when it says “By faith Isaac blessed Jacob
and Esau concerning things to come.”

v 36 He [Jacob] took away my [Esau’s] birthright: This is a lie. The truth is that Esau
despised his birthright and sold it for a bowl of stew (see Genesis 25:22-34). Also, as we
discussed previously, it wasn'’t his to give away anyway, God had already given it to Jacob.

v 34 Bless me—me also, O my father!: Why is Esau now so concerned about his
birthright, and the paternal blessing? From the spiritual point of view, Esau didn’t care. He
didn’t care about or value the promises of the land, nation, and Messiah. But now he
realises that there are material and political benefits or advantages to the birthright and
blessing.

v 38 Esau lifted up his voice and wept: These are not tears of repentance, but rather of
remorse or regret. It's like a murderer who weeps when sentenced to life in prison, not
because he is concerned about the person he killed, but only because he has lost his
freedom. The Bible uses Esau as an example of who not to be like. Let this be a warning
to us also.

Hebrews 12:15-17 NLT

Look after each other so that none of you fails to receive the grace of God. Watch out that
no poisonous root of bitterness grows up to trouble you, corrupting many. ¢ Make sure that
no one is immoral or godless like Esau, who traded his birthright as the firstborn son for a
single meal. 7 You know that afterward, when he wanted his father’s blessing. he was
rejected. It was too late for repentance, even though he begged with bitter tears.

“‘Esau’s long life of immorality and indifference to spiritual things, in spite of being born to
one of the most privileged heritages possible, had finally caught up with him, and it was too
late even for regrets.” (Henry Morris)



Isaac gives a limited blessing to Esau

Genesis 27:39-40 NKJV

Then Isaac his father answered and said to him:

“Behold, your dwelling shall be of the fatness of the earth, and of the dew of heaven
from above. 40 By your sword you shall live, and you shall serve your brother; and it
shall come to pass, when you become restless, that you shall break his yoke from
your neck.”

v 39 Behold, your dwelling shall be of the fatness of the earth: Morris explains that the
word translated “of” means “away from”. Here Isaac is predicting that Esau and his
descendants would live in the desert, away from the land of Canaan which “flowed with
milk and honey”. This happened later on, with Esau and his family moving to the hill
country of Edom, which is modern day Jordan.

v 40 By your sword you shall live: The nation of Edom would live by violence.

v 40 And you shall serve your brother; and it shall come to pass, when you become
restless, that you shall break his yoke from your neck: The Edomites, the
descendants of Esau lived as a free people until centuries later when they were defeated
by the Israelites. They were in a constant struggle for independence from this point on,
enjoying some periods of freedom, until they ceased to exist as a nation.

Esau’s anger; Rebekah makes plans for Jacob to flee

Genesis 27:41-46 NKJV

So Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing with which his father blessed him, and
Esau said in his heart, “The days of mourning for my father are at hand; then | will
kill my brother Jacob.”

42 And the words of Esau her older son were told to Rebekah. So she sent and called
Jacob her younger son, and said to him, “Surely your brother Esau comforts himself
concerning you by intending to kill you. 43 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice:
arise, flee to my brother Laban in Haran. 4 And stay with him a few days, until your
brother’s fury turns away, 45 until your brother’s anger turns away from you, and he
forgets what you have done to him; then | will send and bring you from there. Why
should | be bereaved also of you both in one day?”

46 And Rebekah said to Isaac, “I am weary of my life because of the daughters of
Heth; if Jacob takes a wife of the daughters of Heth, like these who are the
daughters of the land, what good will my life be to me?”

v 41 So Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing with which his father blessed
him, and Esau said in his heart, “The days of mourning for my father are at hand;
then | will kill my brother Jacob.”: This shows more of Esau’s poor character. Instead
of repenting, he plans his revenge—murder. Esau is like Cain in Genesis 4.

v 43-44 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice: arise, flee to my brother Laban in
Haran. 44 And stay with him a few days, until your brother’s fury turns away, 45 until
your brother’s anger turns away from you, and he forgets what you have done to
him; then | will send and bring you from there: A few days will turn into 20 years.
Rebekah will never see Jacob again before she dies. What a grief this would be to her as
the years went on.



v 46 And Rebekah said to Isaac, “l| am weary of my life because of the daughters of
Heth; if Jacob takes a wife of the daughters of Heth, like these who are the
daughters of the land, what good will my life be to me?”. More manipulation. More
manoeuvring. More mixed motives. More justifying of selfish motives with spiritually
sounding words. Rebekah is good at this. She knows how to get her way. She thinks that
she is smart. But in the end she looses the very son she longs to keep.

Summary and conclusion

If all this had happened in a pagan family, we would not be surprised. All this worldliness,
deception, trickery, manipulation, favouritism, and lies is common in the world. However,
this is the family of Isaac, the man of faith. It just goes to show how God uses very
ordinary people to accomplish His purposes, and that even when we sin, God’s plan will
still come to pass.

The tragic take home message from Genesis chapter 27 is clear—everybody looses.
There are no winners when we play the game of life according to the rules of our sinful
nature. When we hurt others, we are only hurting ourselves. If we live by the sinful nature,
then we will reap the bitter and evil and destructive fruits of the sinful nature. We will
always reap what we sow.

Galatians 6:7-9 NLT

Don’t be misled—you cannot mock the justice of God. You will always harvest what you
plant. 8 Those who live only to satisfy their own sinful nature will harvest decay and death
from that sinful nature. But those who live to please the Spirit will harvest everlasting life
from the Spirit. © So let’s not get tired of doing what is good. At just the right time we will
reap a harvest of blessing if we don’t give up.

Here we see Isaac’s family permanently split up (Jacob has to move away and will never
see his mother again, nor will he ever live with his brother Esau again). Again, forgiven sin
has practical consequences. Our sin often affects us for the rest of our lives. We can
repent and live in fellowship with God again, like Isaac did, but still continue to suffer the
practical ongoing consequences of our sin. Consider the following Scriptures:

John 10:10 NKJV
The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. | have come that they
may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.

Romans 8:5-6 NLT

Those who are dominated by the sinful nature think about sinful things, but those who are
controlled by the Holy Spirit think about things that please the Spirit. ¢ So letting your sinful
nature control your mind leads to death. But letting the Spirit control your mind leads to life
and peace.

The choice is ours. We get what we choose. God wants to bless us, but we will only
experience His blessing in our lives if we choose to remain in fellowship with God—
obeying Him because we love Him.



