
Revelation 12:10—The Basis or Mystery of Antisemitism—Part 2 

Introduction 

Last week we studied Revelation 12:1-9.  I called it, “The Basis or Mystery of 
Antisemitism Part 1”.  Antisemitism means the hatred of the Jews and the nation of 
Israel.   

This week, we continue with our study of how Satan hates the Jews and anything to do 
with God.  We will continue to understand that, at the heart of everything, the battle is 
over the individual souls of all mankind.   Through Jesus, God has made a way for all 
men to be saved, but He has also given every individual the free will to choose to 
receive His gift of pardon, the forgiveness of our sins.  God’s desire is for all men to be 
saved.  Satan’s desire is that all men be dammed to hell.   

However, the choice is ours.  Those who choose to accept God’s gift of pardon receive 
eternal life, and are spared being in torment in Hell for all eternity.  By believing in 
Jesus, a person can be declared not guilty before God because the blood of Jesus 
cleanses us from all sin.   

1 John 1:7-10 NLT paraphrase 
7 But if we are living in the light, as God is in the light, then we have fellowship with 
each other, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from all sin.  
8 If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the truth. 
9 But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all wickedness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we are calling God a 
liar and showing that his word has no place in our hearts.  

What it means by “and the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from all sin,” is 
that when Jesus died on the cross for our sins, He died in our place.  His sacrifice was 
the one-off sacrifice that paid the sin debt of all mankind.  Remember that, according to 
God’s perfect standard of justice, every thought, word, or action, or, put another way, 
anything that we think, say, or do that breaks God’s perfect law, the 10 
commandments, is punishable by death.  Death here meaning everlasting separation 
from God in hell.  The ten commandments include lying, stealing, being disobedient to 
parents, not loving God with all your heart, making something more important than God
—an idol, hating, lusting, and coveting.   

God’s standard of justice is so high or stringent or severe because God is so holy.  God 
is perfect.  He cannot look upon sin.  It only took one sin for Adam and Eve to be cast 
out of the Garden.  The bible says in Romans 3:23 that all have sinned, and have fallen 
short of God’s perfect standard.  To sin means to miss the mark.  It’s an old archery 
term.  If you miss the bullseye, then you have sinned.  Think of the 10 commandments 
as being the bullseye, if you don’t keep all 10 commandments all the time, then you 
have sinned.  If you miss the bullseye then you are a sinner, you have missed the 
mark.   

Now, because all of us have broken God’s perfect law, we are all sinners.  We have all 
missed the bullseye.  The bible also says that, because we are sinners, we cannot 
enter or inherit heaven.  This is a big problem.  The bible says that our sins have 
separated us from God.   



Isaiah 59:2 NKJV 
But your iniquities [guilt/depravity] have separated you from your God; 
And your sins have hidden His face from you, 
So that He will not hear. 

The solution to this problem is to repent and trust in Jesus for the forgiveness of sins.  
To repent means is that you turn away from your sinful and selfish life, and turn to God.  
We stop living for ourselves and start to live for God.    To trust in Jesus for forgiveness 
means that you believe that when Jesus died on the cross He paid the death penalty 
on your behalf, that is, He died in your place.  It’s a case of a perfect man being 
punished for all the sins of the whole world, past, present and future, so all the guilty 
people have the opportunity to go free.  It’s like you being in a courtroom and, having 
been found guilty, someone you don’t even know comes in and offers to pay your fine.  
If you accept their generous offer then you can go free.  But if you refuse, then you will 
go to jail.  God won’t force His love on anyone.   

So where does the nation of Israel come into it?  We went through this last week in 
some detail.  But for now just remember that Jesus the Messiah was predicted and 
promised to come through the nation of Israel.  Israel is the chosen nation that God 
used to bring the Saviour of the world into the world.  Remember that Jesus was a Jew.  
His parents Mary and Joseph were Jewish.  He was a descendent of King David, of the 
tribe of Judah, a descendant of Abraham.     

Think of it this way, no Israel, then no Saviour, no forgiveness, no going to heaven for 
anyone.  So Israel is the focus of God’s plan to provide salvation to all mankind.  
Therefore, if you were Satan, and you hated people, and your mission is to prevent 
people from going to heaven, who would you pick on, who would you try to destroy?  
The nation or people of Israel!   

Revelation 12:13 NKJV 
Now when the dragon [Satan, the devil] saw that he had been cast to the earth, he 
persecuted the woman [Israel] who gave birth to the male Child [Jesus]. 

The idea here is that Satan persecutes the woman, representing Israel, because she 
gave birth to or brought forth the Saviour, the promised Messiah, Jesus.   

Now, last week we also started to learn about our enemy, Satan.  What do we know 
about him?  He hates God, is in rebellion against God, and his sole mission in life is to 
oppose God and keep people from knowing God—thus the battle over the souls of all 
mankind.  Of course, Satan is only an angel, a fallen or evil angel or demon, so 
ultimately he has to do what he is told or what God allows him to do, but still, he is a 
formidable foe and enemy of all things good.   

The book of Revelation mainly deals with the 7 year tribulation.  Let’s have a look and 
see how this fits into the history of mankind.   

The Dispensation chart explains or represents a literal interpretation of prophecy and 
the bible.   



 
As we mentioned last week, Revelation chapter 12 summarises Satan’s ongoing 
persecution of the nation of Israel because the promise of the first and second comings 
of the Messiah is connected to them.  What this shows is that the disproportionate 
hatred of the Jews is supernatural in origin.  Satan is in the background causing 
various people groups, religions, and individuals to persecute the Jewish nation and 
the Jews themselves.  There has been one massacre after another.  Why is this?  Why 
does God allow this?   

Well, in the Old Testament, God predicted that the nation of Israel would rebel against 
Him.   Remember that God doesn’t leave anything to chance.  He always spells things 
out exactly.  God has proven over and over again that He is in control by telling us 
literally what will happen before it happens.  Let’s have a look at this prediction or 
prophecy concerning the nation of Israel way back at the time of Moses, when the 
nation was still young and under God’s direct guidance.  In Deuteronomy 28:64-66, 
God promised or predicted that if Israel turned their back on Him then: 

Deuteronomy 28:64-66 NKJV 
“Then the Lord will scatter you among all peoples, from one end of the earth to the 
other, and there you shall serve other gods, which neither you nor your fathers have 
known—wood and stone. 65 And among those nations you shall find no rest, nor 
shall the sole of your foot have a resting place; but there the Lord will give you a 
trembling heart, failing eyes, and anguish of soul. 66 Your life shall hang in doubt 
before you; you shall fear day and night, and have no assurance of life.  

Remember that because the nation of Israel rejected Jesus as their Messiah when they 
demanded that he be crucified, or nailed to a cross, then they were, as a result, 
scattered all over the earth, just as the prophecy stated so long ago.  The nation of 
Israel experienced this terrible and troubling life in exile for a long time. It started in A.D. 
70 when Jerusalem and the temple were destroyed by the Roman army, and finished in 
1948, when Israel became a nation again.  The prophecy in Deuteronomy was 
extremely accurate in its prediction of what the Jewish people would endure in their 
exile over the course of almost 2,000 years.  

For example, think of the Holocaust, when Hitler murdered about six million Jews 
during World War 2.   



But, it doesn’t stop there.  Like any good parent or Father, God’s disciplines are 
designed to cause a change of heart—they are for our good.  As we read recently, God 
predicted that Jews would return to the land, and that God would establish the nation 
again.  This has happened.  In May 14, 1948, Israel was again declared a nation, after 
almost two thousand years of exile and suffering in various countries.  See Ezekiel 
chapters 36 and 37.  In addition, the Bible tells us that Israel will never be destroyed 
from being a nation again.  Also, they will go through a terrible tribulation, but will be 
protected by God.  And again, God promised to bless and protect the nation, and we 
see this fulfilled with God supernaturally protecting the tiny nation of Israel during 
several wars where humanly speaking they had no chance against much stronger 
enemies.  The odds were stacked against them, but they won anyway.   

Visual - Dispensation chart (above) - point out tribulation and 1,000 year reign 

Visual - End times chart (below) 

Explanation:  In reality, May 14, 1948, when Israel was declared a nation, was the 
beginning of the end of the world as we know it.  Israel became a nation as predicted, 
and now we are just waiting for the end of the church age when all believers will be 
caught up to heaven, and then soon after that the seven year tribulation begins.   At the 
end of the seven years Jesus comes back and rules and reigns on a regenerated earth 
for 1,000 years.  His will be a perfect reign, with peace and harmony over all the earth, 
and the earth will again be a paradise.  It will be a wonderful place, with the lion laying 
down with the lamb.  Finally, at the end of the 1,000 year Millennial reign of Jesus 
Christ, everything is burned up and God creates the new heavens and the new earth 
where all believers will live forever.   

Now, I would like to briefly explain practically how the persecution of the Jews started 
over the last 2000 years since Jesus came and died and rose again.  The bottom line is 
that, unfortunately, the church was, and still is to a large extent, the main culprit.  Hal 
Lindsay calls this “The road to holocaust.”  For the Jews there have been many 
holocausts, many periods of death and destruction.   



Here’s the root of the problem.  It’s the idea that prophecy should not be taken literally, 
but rather allegorically (not literally).  They think that God has finished with the Jews, 
and that the promises that God gave to the Jews were transferred to the church.  
Allegorically simply means that you don’t take something literally.  For example, if I say 
that I’m going to hit the sack, I don’t mean that I’m literally going to find a sack and hit 
it.  Rather, what I mean is that I’m going to go to bed and get some sleep.  The problem 
is that the bible is literal, except for the sections which are poetry, like psalms and 
proverbs.  In the rest of the bible God spells things out literally and exactly.  Yes, there 
may be signs and symbols used, but those signs and symbols will always have a literal 
meaning.  We went through some of these last week.  for example, Satan is 
represented as a fiery red dragon, and the woman clothed with the sun, with the moon 
under her feet, and on her head a garland of twelve stars, represents Israel.   

Here are some examples of literal fulfilment of prophecy and literal narrative.  An 
example of literal narrative or history; the days of creation were seven literal days.  
Examples of literally fulfilled prophecy include; Jesus was literally born of a virgin—as 
predicted in Isaiah 7:14.  Jesus was literally sold/betrayed for 30 pieces of silver as 
predicted in Zechariah 11:13.  Jesus’ clothes were literally gambled for, as predicted in 
Psalm 22:18, and just 72 years ago, Israel literally became a nation in one day, as 
predicted in Isaiah 66:8.   

You can go on and on with literally hundreds of prophecies.  Everything that God said 
would literally happen, did literally happened just as He said it would.  We even learned 
a few weeks ago that Jesus literally rode into Jerusalem on a donkey on the very day 
predicted over 500 years prior.  Nothing is left to chance.  However, despite all the 
obvious literal fulfilment of prophecy, even in our generation, there are many in the 
church who insist that the prophecies that are yet to be fulfilled are not meant to be 
taken literally, and therefore they can’t mean what they say.   

So now let’s go back and see where it all began in the church.  We can learn some 
valuable lessons from looking at the mistakes people made in the past.  Hopefully we 
can learn from their mistakes and not repeat them.   

The person first responsible for introducing this doctrine into the church was Origen, a 
church leader or father from the 3rd Century after Jesus.  He introduced the allegorical 
method of interpreting the bible, especially prophecy.  This in turn influenced many of 
the other church leaders or church fathers who followed him.  One of those was 
Augustine who lived in the late fourth, early fifth centuries.  He then systematised, 
formalised, organised or finalised these ideas, especially the allegorical interpretation 
of prophecy.   

Now, you may be thinking, so what?  Well, because of Augustine’s allegorical method 
of interpreting the bible, especially prophecy, the Catholic church thought that they 
were the new Israel.  They came to believe that all the covenants or promises that were 
given to Israel (to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob) were forfeited when they rejected Jesus 
Christ as their Messiah.   Augustine decided that if Israel had rejected Jesus as their 
Messiah or Saviour, then God must have turned His back on Israel, and so now the 
church must be the recipients of all the promises, covenants and blessings that were 
given to Israel.   

I just want to point out that to come to this conclusion, all of them, Origen, Augustine, 
the Catholic church, had to ignore specific and repeated bible passages where God 
emphatically promised over and over again that He would never reject Israel, no matter 
how much they rebelled, and that He has a future for Israel, as we are witnessing first 
hand today.  I’ll give you just one example: 



Jeremiah 31:35-37 NLT paraphrase 
It is the Lord who provides the sun to light the day  
and the moon and stars to light the night,  
and who stirs the sea into roaring waves.  
His name is the Lord of Heaven’s Armies,  
and this is what he says:  
36 “I am as likely to reject my people Israel  
as I am to abolish the laws of nature!”  
37 This is what the Lord says:  
“Just as the heavens cannot be measured  
and the foundations of the earth cannot be explored,  
so I will not consider casting them away  
for the evil they have done.  
I, the Lord, have spoken!  

Back to our discussion; the result of interpreting prophecy allegorically was that the 
church became the new or spiritual Israel.  The real Israel was considered discarded 
and rejected by God.  This false and dangerous doctrine or teaching is also called 
replacement theology, because they teach that the church has replaced Israel.  
Consider that in the present day, right now, people are still teaching this and believing it 
even though God is literally keeping His promises to Israel right in front of our eyes.   
So again, replacement theology, the name used to describe the allegorical method of 
interpreting prophecy, teaches that the church is the new Israel and all the promises 
and blessings have been transferred to the church, meaning new testament believers.  
They teach that the church has replaced Israel as God’s chosen people.  So why is this 
important, and how did it and how does it affect Israel and the people of Israel?  Follow 
me here.  See how bad teaching leads to bad behaviour.  Ideas have consequences. 

Replacement theology says that the covenants, blessings and promises made to the 
nation of Israel, that is, those people physically descended from Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, are now transferred to the church.  So what is their attitude towards Israel now?   
How dare the Israelites or Jews claim to be God’s chosen people!  How impudent, 
haughty, arrogant, and prideful for a physical descendant of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
to claim that they are still a distinct people, that God has a future for them still.  That’s 
not for Israel anymore, that’s for the church.  Israel messed up, Israel is out of here, 
Israel is rejected by God because they condemned Jesus!   

Do you see the negative attitude that comes through?   

Again, we need to realise that antisemitism is supernatural.  It’s not like any other 
similar ethnic hatred, or hatred towards another people group or country.  It’s different 
to that, because the hatred of the Jews goes beyond the rational.  Here’s how it all 
worked out.  Since the fourth century after Christ, there have been three anti Jewish 
policies: 

The three anti-Jewish policies: 
1. Conversion—stop calling yourself a Jew or move out. 
2. Expulsion—you have no right to live among us at all.   
3. Annihilation—you have not right to even live. 

The second, expulsion, appeared as an alternative to the first.  And the third, 
annihilation, appeared as an alternative to the second.   



For example, the Nazi destruction of the Jews didn’t come out of nowhere.  It was the 
continuation of a cyclical process or trend.  For example:   

1. The missionaries of the early church said to the Jews, you have no right to live 
among us as Jews.  This started about the time of Augustine, when he formalised 
the allegorical interpretation of prophecy.  He said that the Jews no longer existed 
because the church is the new Israel.  Therefore the Jews no longer had the right to 
call themselves Jews.  Can you see where this is going?   

2. That lead to the second phase.  The secular rulers then said to the Jews, “you have 
no right to live among us.”  First it was, “you have no right to live among us as 
Jews.  Then it was, “you have no right to live among us.”  If you are a Jew, then get 
lost.  Has anyone seen the movie Fidler on the Roof?  It’s a good example of Jews 
being expelled from a country.   

3. Then this inevitably led to the third phase, annihilation.  The German nazis or the 
muslims or whoever it might be at the time or place, then decreed that the Jews 
had no right to live.   

This cycle has been repeated again and again through out history.  One created the 
next stage which created the next.   

But what I really want you to see is where this all started.  It all started in the church.  It 
all started with a theological error in the church.  And the pity is that is started with 
church leaders who were well intended.  They were good men.  Remember this: 

Your method of interpretation is key to everything:   

An incorrect interpretation leads to an incorrect conclusion and therefore an 
incorrect application. 

If you have a wrong method of interpretation you will come to the wrong conclusion.  
And seeing that the bible deals with eternal issues that have eternal consequences, we 
need to get it right.  If you misinterpret the instructions for building a model car, and it 
turns out weird and messed up, then so what, just go back and try again.  But if you 
misinterpret the bible, come to the wrong conclusions and wrong applications, and your 
church ends up messed up and weird, then you are in strife.  God holds bible teachers 
to a very high standard.  Those who teach the bible will be held to a very strict standard 
when they are judged before Christ and get their rewards in heaven.   

Consider this:  The apostles always interpreted prophecy literally.  Jesus always 
interpreted prophecy literally.  All fulfilled prophecy has been fulfilled literally.  
Therefore, if we interpret any part of the bible allegorically, when it’s clear that it should 
be taken literally, then you will cause much harm and confusion, as we see in much of 
the church today.  I hope you can see that this is very relevant to today’s church.   

Another example of a man who made the same mistake was Martin Luther.  He is 
famous for his role in the Reformation.  He did good in that he rejected the allegorical 
interpretation of scriptures that described salvation, but he still interpreted prophecy 
allegorically.  He stood against the false teaching of the Catholic church regarding how 
a person is saved.  Through a literal understand of the scripture that describe salvation, 
he came to understand that a person is not saved because of their works, church 
attendance, rituals, sacrifice, service, or giving money to the church, as had been 
taught for a thousand years in the Catholic church. 



Luther got it right when he said that salvation is by grace alone, through faith alone, in 
Christ alone.  Salvation is based on Christ dying in our place and paying the penalty for 
our sins.   

Luther broke a thousand years of darkness, the dark ages, because he simply 
interpreted scripture literally.   

But, sadly, by the end of his life, he still interpreted prophecy allegorically.  He still 
taught that God had rejected the Jews.  Did you know that Adolf Hitler and others used 
a quote from Martin Luther, a respected man of God, to justify what they had done to 
the Jews?  Here is a quote from Wikipedia: 

On the Jews and Their Lies is a 65,000-word anti-Judaic and anti-Semitic treatise 
written in 1543 by the German Reformation leader Martin Luther (1483–1546). 
Luther's attitude toward the Jews took different forms during his lifetime. In his earlier 
period, until 1537 or not much earlier, he wanted to convert Jews to Lutheranism 
(Protestant Christianity), but failed. In his later period when he wrote On the Jews and 
Their Lies, he denounced them and urged their persecution.[1] 

In the treatise, he argues that Jewish synagogues and schools be set on fire, their 
prayer books destroyed, rabbis forbidden to preach, homes burned, and property and 
money confiscated. They should be shown no mercy or kindness,[2] afforded no legal 
protection,[3] and "these poisonous envenomed worms" should be drafted into forced 
labor or expelled for all time.[4] He also seems to advocate their murder, writing "[W]e 
are at fault in not slaying them".[5] 

The book may have had an impact on creating antisemitic Germanic thought through 
the Middle Ages.[6] During World War II, copies of the book were held up by Nazis at 
rallies, and the prevailing scholarly consensus is that it had a significant impact on the 
Holocaust.[7] Since then, the book has been denounced by many Lutheran churches.
[8] 

Conclusion concerning Luther: 
Luther was so right when it came to interpreting the doctrine of salvation, but so wrong 
when it came to correctly interpreting prophecy.  Because he embraced replacement 
theology, he unwittingly supported the holocaust.  Let this be a lesson for us all.   

Again, we need to understand the undergirding reasons for both what has happened 
and what is happening to the Jews.  This erroneous allegorical method of interpreting 
prophecy goes across most if not all denominations.  Unfortunately, currently, the 
allegorical method of interpretation of prophecy is again growing in popularity in almost 
every denomination.  The result is that it makes it easy for Satan to make people think 
that the Jews have no rights as God’s chosen people, that the church has replaced 
them—that there is no right for them to think that they have a future under God.  Again: 

The three anti Jewish policies: 
1. Conversion — stop calling yourself a Jew or move out. 
2. Expulsion — you have no right to live among us at all.   
3. Annihilation — you have no right to live. 

It’s scary to see the negative attitude that some churches have towards Israel.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anti-Judaism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antisemitism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protestant_Reformation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Luther
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lutheranism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religious_antisemitism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Synagogue
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yeshiva
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siddur
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rabbi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holocaust


If you read the bible and interpret it correctly, you will come to appreciate the Jewish 
people.  Yes, they are obstinate and rebellious in the sense that they continue to reject 
their Messiah.  Yes, they are in some ways still being disciplined for their hard 
heartedness.  But, they are still God covenant people!  God loves them.  God will bring 
them back to national repentance—which means not just a few of them.  God will fulfil 
all the old promises on the generation that repents and turns back to God during the 7 
year Tribulation period—they will rule with Jesus on earth for a thousand years.   

And this gives me hope for myself.  I to am sometimes obstinate and rebellious towards 
God.  Sometimes I find myself under God’s divine discipline.  Yet I am still a child of 
God.  God still has a future for me, just like He does for the nation of Israel, and it’s a 
good one, even though it may be a difficult road.   God knows what He is doing.  God 
keeps His promises.  God will never let me go or reject me no matter how badly I 
stumble or fall.  He always does what is best for us, even if it doesn’t feel like it at the 
time.  In the end, every believer will all look back and say, “Thankyou God, I wouldn’t 
have had it any other way.”   

Another source of Antisemitism is from the Muslims.  It all started back in Abraham’s 
day.  Abraham had two sons, Ishmael and Isaac.  Isaac was the promised child, the 
one whom God had chosen, the one to whom the promises would be transferred to, the 
one whom the Messiah would come through.  Despite this, Abraham also prayed for 
Ishmael, that he would be blessed, and he was.  Ishmael became a great nation,  God 
protected and provided for both him and his mother in the wilderness by showing them 
water—but it was not enough.  Thus, the Arabs (descended from Ishmael) have hated 
the sons of Isaac ever since.    When Muhammad  came along centuries later, all he 
did was systematise and sanctify the hatred that had been there all along and make it a 
part of their religion.   

Now let’s read through Revelation 12:1-11.  I just want to remind you of just how much 
trouble Satan has gone to to persecute Israel, and keep my promise that I would show 
you how Satan condemns us, but Christ defends us.  Remember this; Satan condemns 
us, but Jesus defends us—if we belong to Him, if we are His child.  I’ll show you how at 
the end.   

Before we read through, let’s revise what the symbols or signs are in this chapter.  We 
went through all the scripture references last week which explain or decipher the signs 
and symbols or figures of speech that are in this chapter.   

The signs and symbols in Revelation chapter 12 explained: 
• The woman — representing Israel 
• The dragon — representing Satan 
• The man child — referring to Jesus 
• The angel Michael — head of the angelic host 
• The offspring of the woman — representing Gentiles who come to faith during the 
Tribulation 

Revelation 12:1-10 NKJV 
Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the 
moon under her feet, and on her head a garland of twelve stars. 2 Then being with 
child, she cried out in labor and in pain to give birth. 
3 And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red dragon having 
seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads. 4 His tail drew a 
third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth. And the dragon stood 



before the woman who was ready to give birth, to devour her Child as soon as it 
was born. 5 She bore a male Child who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron. 
And her Child was caught up to God and His throne. 6 Then the woman fled into 
the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, that they should feed 
her there one thousand two hundred and sixty days. 
7 And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; 
and the dragon and his angels fought, 8 but they did not prevail, nor was a place 
found for them in heaven any longer. 9 So the great dragon was cast out, that 
serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was 
cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 
10 Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, “Now salvation, and strength, and 
the kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser 
of our brethren, who accused them before our God day and night, has been cast 
down. 11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of 
their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death.  

Revelation 12:10 NKJV 
Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, “Now salvation, and strength, and 
the kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser 
of our brethren, who accused them before our God day and night, has been cast 
down.  

This is the beginning of an application of what we have just read in verses 1-9.     

It’s wonderful to know that we have a great high priest who defends us before the 
Father.  Think of it this way: a secret sin down here is an open scandal in heaven.  We 
think that we can hide our sin, but what we do is broadcast for all to hear in Heaven.  
Our lives are on display for all of heaven to watch.  Meanwhile, Satan accuses us but 
Jesus defends us.   

A verse that explains what goes on in heaven, with Satan condemning but Christ 
defending us is: 

1 John 2:1-2 NLT paraphrase 
My dear children, I am writing this to you so that you will not sin. But if anyone does sin, 
we have an advocate who pleads our case before the Father. He is Jesus Christ, the 
one who is truly righteous. 2 He himself is the sacrifice that atones for our sins—and not 
only our sins but the sins of all the world.  

It’s important that we understand that we will never stand before God because of 
something that we did.  We can never be good enough.  We need the blood of Jesus to 
cleanse us of our sins.  Only He can make us clean and declare us  to be “not guilty”.   

Notice it says that Jesus is the one who pleads our case, who defends us before the 
Father.  He is described as being truely righteous or perfect.  This is important because 
He must be perfect if He is to be the sacrifice or payment for our sins.  All through the 
Old Testament, it was a perfect lamb that was sacrificed in place of the man, the 
person who came to God looking for forgiveness.   

v 2  He himself is the sacrifice that atones for our sins—and not only our sins but the 
sins of all the world.  



God’s divine justice was satisfied by Jesus death on the cross.  God became a man 
and willingly paid the penalty for the sins of all people.  In heaven, there is a pardon for 
every individual. There is one with my name on it.  There is one with your name on it.  I 
have received mine.  I have repented and am living my life for God by the power of 
God.  I have asked Jesus to forgive me of all my sins.  I have trusted that Jesus 
sacrifice on the cross was the full and complete payment for all the sins I have 
committed and will commit.  I understand that, because Jesus death was the full 
payment for all my sins, and I have asked Jesus to forgive me, that now I am declared 
not guilty in God’s sight.  How wonderful!  I am innocent, declared not guilty!  That is 
such a relief, such a burden lifted, such a weight removed.  I am free from any 
condemnation.  I am free! 

Romans 8:1 NLT paraphrase 
So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus. 

What this verse teaches us is that, once a person is saved, once they have repented 
and asked God to forgive them, then they are forgiven and are adopted into God’s 
family.  Once this happens, then no-one can condemn us, not even our enemy satan.   

However, there are many people who snub God’s great gift of pardon, of forgiveness.   
They want to live life their own way, and so their pardon, which is already paid for, is 
never applied or received.  Jesus has made salvation available to all mankind, but not 
everybody wants to receive it.  It’s like me writing a cheque for you and giving  it to you, 
but you never cash it.  I put the money in my account for you to use, but you never 
bothered to cash the cheque, so you never received my money.   

The reason that  you can’t work for your salvation is that it is something that must be 
received.  Receiving something is not work, it’s not something that you have to put 
effort into.  Receiving something is getting something for nothing.   

So try to picture what happens in heaven, with Satan accusing and Jesus defending.  
Imagine Satan accusing me.  He might say; David lied three times today, had two 
lustful thoughts, was selfish twelve times and got angry twice.  David is guilty.  David 
deserves to die for his sin.  The Father says to Jesus, “Is this true?”  Jesus says, “Yes, 
these things are true.  But it’s okay, David is Your child, he has been adopted into the 
Family of God. David has accepted my gift of forgiveness, therefore, all those sins are 
already forgiven.  David is pure and innocent, washed clean by My blood shed on the 
cross.”  The Father then says, “case dismissed,” as Satan walks away with his tail 
between his legs.   

Satan can accuse the believer as much as he wants, but he can never win.  There is 
no sin that Jesus can’t forgive, expect the sin of not asking for forgiveness in the first 
place, the sin of neglecting so great a salvation that God offers freely to all people.    

Will you humble yourself, confess that you are a sinner, and admit that you are guilty of 
breaking God’s laws multiple times and are therefore rightfully deserving of death, 
which is eternal separation from God in Hell?  Will you ask God to forgive  you of your 
sins, understanding that when Jesus died on the cross, He was paying the penalty for 
my sins and for your sins, in fact the sins of the whole world?  Will you repent, choosing 
to turn from your sin or put away your sin and turn to God?   

If so, then God will forgive you and you will be adopted into God’s great family.  God’s 
Spirit will come and live in you and you will go to be with Jesus in heaven when you 
die.  You will never be alone again.  God will give you the strength and desires to live 
the life He wants you to live.  


