
Revelation 13:1-10 — The Antichrist - Part 3 

 

Revision: Order of events from the Rapture to Eternity 
1. Rapture 
2. The signing of the 7 year peace treaty with Israel reveals the identity of the 

antichrist and marks the beginning of the 7 year Tribulation.   
3. Half way point (3 1/2 years, 42 months, 1260 days)—angelic war in heaven, Satan 

cast down to earth permanently, 7 year treaty broken, temple defiled and the 
Antichrist declares himself to be God (abomination of desolation), Israel attacked, 
the hunting down and slaughter of all believers begins, the mark of the beast. 

4. End of Tribulation/Second Coming of Christ—Battle of Armageddon where Jesus 
defeats all enemies (Revelation 19), sheep and goat judgement (Matthew 25), 
satan bound for 1,000 years (Revelation 20:1-3) 

5. 1,000 year millennial reign of Jesus Christ with the church ruling and reigning with 
Him (Revelation 20:4-6) 

6. End of Millennial reign—Satanic rebellion crushed and then the Great White Throne 
judgement (judgement of all unbelievers).   

7. Eternity with Christ in the new heavens and new earth (Revelation 21-22).   

Diagram of four kingdoms from Daniel chapters 2 and 7 



Do you remember what the horns represent?  Power.  These are people, kings, 
representing their kingdoms, in positions of power. 

Revelation 17:12-14 NKJV 
The ten horns which you saw are ten kings who have received no kingdom as yet, but 
they receive authority for one hour as kings with the beast. 13 These are of one mind, 
and they will give their power and authority to the beast. 14 These will make war with 
the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, for He is Lord of lords and King of kings; 
and those who are with Him are called, chosen, and faithful.” 

Q Do the ten kings reign successively, that is one after the other, or, simultaneously, 
that is, at the same time.  At the same time.   

Q According to Daniel 7:20, From which kingdom or empire do the 10 kings come 
from?  The Roman empire (on its head)—The feet of iron and clay, the future revived 
Roman empire.     

Q It says in Daniel 7:20, “the other horn which came up, before which three fell” .  
Who does the “other horn”represent?  The antichrist. 

Q According to Daniel 7:20 and 24, who are the “three which fell”?  Three of the 10 
kings who rule the revived Roman empire (This means that as the antichrist rises to 
power, he will usurp or displace 3 of the 10 kings).   

Q According to Revelation 17:13, what will the remaining 7 kings do?  The other 7 will 
willingly choose to give their authority to the beast or antichrist (See Revelation  
17:12-14) 

Q According to Daniel 7:20, who is “that horn which had eyes and a mouth which 
spoke pompous words, whose appearance was greater than his fellows.”  The 
antichrist.  

Q Daniel 7:21 and 25 says, “the same horn was making war against the saints, and 
prevailing against them,”  and, “Then the saints shall be given into his hand 
For a time and times and half a time”.    How long will the tribulation saints be given 
into the hand of the antichrist?  3 1/2 years.   

Q When does this happen, in the first half or the second half of the tribulation (see 
Revelation 12:6, 14).  The second half. 

Today we learn more about the antichrist, but this time from Daniel chapter 8.  Why 
bother? Because the bible is a Jewish book, written by Jewish men, and so we need to 
look at it and understand it through the eyes of their culture if we are going to correctly 
interpret it. For example, how did they know what Jesus was talking about when He 
warned them about the “abomination of desolation”.  We will find out this week.  It’s all 
got to do with an amazing ordeal that the nation of Israel endured which resulted in at 
least two miracles.  Next week will will jump into Revelation 13 and I pray that you will 
appreciate how much easier and clearer it will be having studied and learned what the 
Old Testament says about the antichrist.   



Introduction and background to Daniel chapter eight 

Summary of the four kingdoms including the symbols used in Daniel chapter 8 

Here’s the big picture: 

In Daniel chapter 8, God moves on from describing the four remaining world empires 
and starts narrowing down to a specific era in Israel’s history, from 175–164BC, 
towards the end of the Grecian empire and the start of the Roman empire.  During this 
time the Jews would suffer greatly, but would also experience an amazing victory.   This 
victory is remembered by the Jews even today as Hanukkah, also called the Festival of 
Lights.  It commemorates the recovery of Jerusalem and subsequent rededication of 
the Second Temple after the Maccabean revolt against the northern Grecian Seleucid 
Empire.  I’ll explain this later.   

It’s in these past events that we are introduced to a type or picture of the antichrist.  
Like Abraham being asked to sacrifice his only son Isaac on Mt Moriah is a type of our 
Heavenly Father sacrificing His only Son for our sins,  the Greek king Antiochus 
Epiphanes is a type or a picture of the future Roman antichrist.  He is a man who is a 
lot like the antichrist and did a lot of the things that the final antichrist will do.   Studying 
this part of Daniel chapter 8 is valuable for us because we can learn a lot about who 
the antichrist is, what he will be like, what he will do, and how he will come to rule the 
world.  Parts of the chapter are also specific to the final antichrist who will come from 
the Roman empire.  Please keep in mind that Daniel was writing down all these very 
specific events around 350 years before they actually happened.  Jesus refers to these 
events in the gospels when He refers to the “abomination of desolation” in Matthew 
24:15.    



Here’s the basics: 

In Daniel 8:1-8 we have the Medo-Persian empire represented by the Ram, who is then 
defeated by the Grecian empire, represented by the goat.  In Chapter 7 the Medo-
Persian empire was represented by a bear, but here in Daniel chapter 8 the symbol has 
changed to a Ram.  Also, in Daniel Chapter 7 the Grecian empire was represented by 
the leopard, but here in Daniel chapter 8 it is represented by a male goat.  How do I 
know?  Because the bible tells me so. 

Daniel 8:20-21 NKJV 
The ram which you saw, having the two horns—they are the kings of Media and 
Persia. 21 And the male goat is the kingdom of Greece. The large horn that is 
between its eyes is the first king. 22 As for the broken horn and the four that 
stood up in its place, four kingdoms shall arise out of that nation, but not with its 
power. 

Let’s look at verse 20 first, the Medo-Persian empire. The Medo-Persian empire is so 
called because it is made up of two nations—the Medes and the Persians.    

Daniel 8:20 NKJV 
The ram which you saw, having the two horns—they are the kings of Media and 
Persia. 

Now, regarding the two horns of the ram, the Medo-Persian empire in verse 20, verse 3 
gives more detail; 

Daniel 8:3b NKJV 
“a ram which had two horns, and the two horns were high; but one was higher 
than the other, and the higher one came up last.” 

The Medes and Persians are two different nations who worked together to defeat 
Babylon.  When the Medes and Persians conquered Babylon, who was in charge, or, 
who was the most powerful nation out of the two?  Have a guess?  The Medians.  But 
later the Persians (Modern day Iran) became the strongest and took over the whole 
kingdom.  Did you know that the Iranians are not Arabs (descended from Ishmael), but  
are Persians?  

So here you see an example of just how accurate prophecy is.  The first horn on the 
ram represents the kingdom of the Medes, who were initially the more powerful 
kingdom, but were then overtaken by the second horn on the ram which came up later 
and represented the Persians.  These details are almost impossible for any human to 
predict.  But it only gets better.  

Now let’s look at verses 21 and 22 which tells us more about the Grecian empire, 
represented by the male goat: 

Daniel 8:21-22 NKJV 
And the male goat is the kingdom of Greece. The large horn that is between its 
eyes is the first king. 22 As for the broken horn and the four that stood up in its 
place, four kingdoms shall arise out of that nation, but not with its power. 



Do you know who the first horn or king of Grecian empire was?  Alexander the Great.  
He is arguably the world’s most successful military leader.  He conquered the world in a 
very short time and seemed unstoppable.  But, he died young.  He was wounded by an 
arrow and never recovered.  Do you know what happened next?  The grecian empire 
was split into 4 smaller empires or kingdoms, each ruled by a general.  Can you see 
how the history of the Grecian empire matches perfectly with what Daniel wrote in 
verse 21.   

1. Alexander the Great was the first king of the grecian empire and he did indeed 
defeat the Medo-Persian empire very quickly.    

2. Soon after he defeated the Medes and Persians he died. 
3. The empire was not taken over by his son, which is what you would expect, but  

was instead split into four smaller kingdoms, governed by four of Alexander’s 
generals.   

Diagram of the Seleucid and Ptolemaic Grecian Empires 

Two of the four Greek kingdoms were very important because they surrounded Israel.  
One was the Ptolemy’s to the south of Israel, having taken over Egypt and most of the 
southern part of the middle east.  The other was the Seleucid’s to the north of Israel 
who took over Syria, Turkey, Iraq etc.   These two Greek kingdoms ended up always 
being at war with each other, and guess who was always in the middle, caught 
between these two Grecian kings  to the north and the south—Israel.  Imagine living 
with hostile armies seemingly always coming through your lands, often destroying as 
they went.  They were often literally “the meat in the sandwich”.   



Just as an aside, this prophecy concerning Alexander the Great came in handy for the 
Jews who had returned to Jerusalem.  Alexander was coming to Jerusalem to besiege 
and conquer it.  But the high priest came out to meet him with a scroll of the book of 
Daniel.  He read and explained Daniel chapter 8 to Alexander, the section that foretold 
the things that he had already done.  What do you think Alexander the Great did?  He 
fell on his face.  He was so stunned by the fact that the Hebrew God had predicted his 
rise to power, that he turned from there and went back and he never bothered 
Jerusalem.  This is why it’s good to learn about prophecy.  We should have no doubt 
that God exists and that He has everything under complete control.  A knowledge of 
bible prophecy should bring a calmness and an assurance into our hearts that no 
matter what happens, God is looking after us.   

Antiochus Epiphanes—a type or picture of the future Roman 
antichrist who will rule during the 7 year Tribulation 

Now we have the background to the events in Daniel chapter 8, let’s go back and learn 
about this early antichrist, this man who is a type or picture of the real antichrist who is 
yet to come.   I’ll read it section by section and explain it as we go.   

Daniel 8:1, 3-4 NJKV 
In the third year of the reign of King Belshazzar (of Babylon) a vision appeared to 
me…  3 Then I lifted my eyes and saw, and there, standing beside the river, was a 
ram which had two horns, and the two horns were high; but one was higher than 
the other, and the higher one came up last. 4 I saw the ram pushing westward, 
northward, and southward, so that no animal could withstand him; nor was there 
any that could deliver from his hand, but he did according to his will and became 
great. 

Q Which kingdom is this again?  Medes and Persians.   

Q Who ended up being the most powerful nation?  The Persians.   

Daniel 8:5 NKJV 
5 And as I was considering, suddenly a male goat came from the west, across the 
surface of the whole earth, without touching the ground; and the goat had a 
notable horn between his eyes.  

Q Which kingdom does the goat represent?  Grecian empire. 

Q Who did they defeat?  Medes and Persians.  (see verses 6 and 7) 

Q What does it mean by:  
- came from the west,…  He literally came from the West (Greece is west of Iran) 
- across the surface of the whole earth,… His was a world wide empire 
- without touching the ground… He conquered very quickly.   

Daniel 8:8 NKJV 
Therefore the male goat grew very great; but when he became strong, the large 
horn was broken, and in place of it four notable ones came up toward the four 
winds of heaven.  



Q Who did the large horn represent?  Alexander the Great. 

Q What does it mean when it says the large horn was broken?  Alexander the Great 
died. 

Q Who took over the Grecian empire?  Four generals.  The kingdom was split four 
ways—north, east, south and west.   

Refer to Seleucid and Ptolemy chart above: 

Q What was the name of the Family that ruled the area north of Israel?  Seleucid family 

Q What was the name of the Family that ruled the area south of Israel?  Ptolemy family   

Now we come to the part where we jump hundreds of years into the future.  It’s called a 
historical parenthesis (brackets).  This is common in prophecy.  What it means is that it 
jumps a period of time, in this case over one hundred years into the future.  

Daniel 8:9 NKJV 
9 And out of one of them came a little horn which grew exceedingly great toward 
the south, toward the east, and toward the Glorious Land.  

v 9  The Glorious Land refers to Israel  (In the Hebrew, the same term was used for 
the land of Israel in Ezekiel 20:6 (the glory of all lands), Ezekiel 25:9 (the glory of the 
country), and in Daniel 11:16 and 11:41. Similar wording is used in Psalm 48:2.). 

v 9 Who is the “little horn”?  History tells us that the little horn was Antiochus IV 
Epiphanes who ruled over Syria and Israel’s land under the Seleucid dynasty. 

What do we know about this evil king?  Antiochus IV gained the throne of his father 
(Antiochus III) by murdering his brother. His brother’s son was the rightful heir to the 
throne, but Antiochus IV had him held hostage in Rome (the Roman empire was 
increasing in power). Also, like the future antichrist, Antiochus IV achieved his rule 
mainly through flattery and bribery.  What a nice guy?   

We also know that Antiochus IV assumed the title Epiphanes meaning, “illustrious” and 
alluding to deity. The ancient Jews twisted his name into “Epimanes” meaning, 
“madman.”  Just like the antichrist, this man, Antiochus Epiphanes, wanted to be 
worshipped as God.  As we go along, we will see that he is a very good picture or type 
of the antichrist.  Of course, that doesn’t put him in a very good light.  Who wants to go 
down in history as a great representation of the antichrist!  

Now we will see what this wicked king does to the Jews.  It is very, very similar to what 
the future Roman antichrist will do to the nation of Israel during the tribulation.   

Daniel 8:10-12 NKJV 
10 And it [the little horn—Antiochus IV or Antiochus Epiphanes] grew up to the 
host of heaven; and it cast down some of the host and some of the stars to the 
ground, and trampled them. 11 He even exalted himself as high as the Prince of 
the host; and by him the daily sacrifices were taken away, and the place of His 
sanctuary was cast down. 12 Because of transgression, an army was given over 
to the horn to oppose the daily sacrifices; and he cast truth down to the ground. 
He did all this and prospered. 



v 10 And it [the little horn] grew up to the host of heaven; and it cast down some 
of the host and some of the stars to the ground, and trampled them:  This is a way 
of saying that this wicked king killed and persecuted the people of Israel.  (The terms 
stars of heaven (Genesis 12:3 and 15:5) and the hosts of the Lord (Exodus 12:41) are 
at times used of God’s people in general.) 

v 11 He even exalted himself as high as the Prince of the host: If the host refers to 
Israel, then the Prince of the host must be Jesus.  Antiochus Epiphanes blasphemed 
God and commanded idolatrous worship directed towards himself, just like the future 
Roman antichrist will do.   

v 11 and by him the daily sacrifices were taken away:  Antiochus Epiphanes put a 
stop to temple sacrifices in Jerusalem, just like the future Roman antichrist will at the 
midpoint of the tribulation. 

v 11 and the place of His sanctuary was cast down:  Antiochus Epiphanes 
desecrated the temple, just like the future Roman antichrist will at the midpoint of the 
tribulation. 

v 12 and he cast truth down to the ground. He did all this and prospered: 
Antiochus Epiphanes opposed God and seemed to prosper, just like the future Roman 
antichrist will—until his time comes.   Just like the antichrist’s days were numbered, so 
are this guy’s.  We’ll see that later.   

In verse 10 it says that he trampled them.  A Quote from David Guzik explains this 
well: 
“Antiochus was an infamous persecutor of the Jewish people. He wanted them to 
submit to Greek culture and customs and was more than willing to use murder and 
violence to compel them. By some estimates he was responsible for the murder of 
more than 100,000 Jews. 
Antiochus’s suppression of the Jews came to a head in December of 168 b.c. when he 
returned in defeat from Alexandria. He ordered his generals to seize Jerusalem on a 
Sabbath. There he set up an idol of Zeus and desecrated the altar by an offering of 
swine and sprinkling the pig’s juices in the sanctuary. Sacrifice stopped because the 
temple was desecrated.” 

(See 1 Maccabees 1:29–32 and 1:52–61 describe how Antiochus persecuted the Jews. 
1 Maccabees 1:41–50 describes his blasphemies). 

Does this remind you of anything?   It is similar to what the Antichrist will do in the 
coming Jewish temple.   

2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 NKJV 
Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling 
away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, 4 who opposes 
and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he 
sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. 



Daniel 8:12 Because of transgression [of the Jews], an army was given over to the 
horn to oppose the daily sacrifices: Basically, the Jews were corrupt, especially the 
priests.  Therefore, God judged Israel for their apostasy and wickedness, their 
transgression.  Antiochus Epiphanes and his army were the vehicle God used to bring 
judgement on the wayward and apostate nation of Israel at that time.  

Here’s a quote from David Guzik to show just how bad things were at the time: 
The first attack of Antiochus against the Jews of this time was to settle a rivalry for the 
office of high priest. A pious (godly) high priest, Onias III, was removed from office and 
was replaced with his brother Jason because Jason bribed Antiochus. Then in 172 b.c. 
another brother (Menelaus) gave Antiochus an even bigger bribe and replaced Jason. 
A year later Menelaus started selling many of the temple’s gold utensils to raise money 
to pay off the bribe. Onias III rebuked him, and Menelaus had him murdered. 
Meanwhile, Jason gathered armies and fought against Menelaus to regain the office of 
High Priest. Antiochus Epiphanes came in to Jerusalem in 171 b.c. to defend the man 
who paid him a bigger bribe to be the High Priest. 

Doesn’t it sound like American politics?   

Keep in mind that Israel is not an independent nation.  The nation of Israel is subject to 
and pays taxes to, at this time, the northern Grecian kingdom ruled by the Seleucid 
family.  Basically, what happened was that the legitimate and godly high priest is kicked 
out of his office of being high priest because another priest, Jason, bribed Antiochus 
Epiphanes so he could be priest.  Then another priest gives Antiochus an even bigger 
bribe so he can become the high priest.  Then the two renegade priests start fighting, 
and Antiochus Epiphanes comes to defend the priest who paid the highest bribe.   

If you remember, even in Jesus’ day, the high priest was corrupt and very rich.  They 
had so much power and could easily force or coerce or manipulate people to give more 
for their own benefit.   

So what has happened so far?  This king, Antiochus Epiphanes, comes onto the scene 
and murders, flatters and bribes his way to power. He then tries to force Grecian 
culture, which included the worship of their gods, on the nation of Israel.  He then helps 
corrupt the priesthood by giving the position of high priest to the highest bidder.  
Remember that the high priest had great authority over the Jews.  Later on he then 
attacks Israel and desecrates the temple by sacrificing a pig and stops the regular 
temple animal sacrifices.     

The angels tell Daniel how long the temple will be defiled, how 
many days the sacrifices will be stopped.   

Daniel 8:13-14 NKJV 
Then I heard a holy one speaking; and another holy one said to that certain one who 
was speaking, “How long will the vision be, concerning the daily sacrifices and the 
transgression of desolation, the giving of both the sanctuary and the host to be 
trampled underfoot?” 
14 And he said to me, “For two thousand three hundred days; then the sanctuary shall 
be cleansed.”   



v 13 transgression of desolation: This is what Jesus is referring back to as a type in 
Matthew 24:15 when he tells the Jews He is talking to to watch out for the “abomination 
of desolation” which would happen half way through the tribulation (3 1/2 years).  They 
knew exactly what Jesus meant because it had already happened once.  In Matthew, 
Jesus is saying that it will happen again, in the last days, during the 7 year tribulation.   

v 14 For two thousand three hundred days: Literally, in the Hebrew, Daniel heard a 
holy one say “two thousand three hundred mornings and evenings.”  Why mornings 
and evenings?  Because that’s when the regular daily offerings were made, a lamb in 
the morning and a lamb at night.  So, basically, this is telling us that temple worship 
would be stopped for 2300 morning and evening sacrifices, meaning 1,150 days.   
   
Also remember that these have nothing to do with the book of Revelation—these are 
past events that happened before Jesus first coming.   

Now, if you go back in history, you will find that this is the exact amount of time the 
temple was desecrated, that the temple worship was stopped for a period of 1,150 
days or 2,300 morning and evening sacrifices.  The time when the temple worship was 
stopped is called the Maccabean tribulation, and it lasted from 168BC to 165BC, just 
over 3 years.  In 165 BC, Judas Maccabeus, against all odds,  with his very small army, 
defeated the powerful armies of  Antiochus Epiphanes and so was able to restore 
temple worship 1,150 days after it was stopped.   

Think about it.  This was over 350 years after Daniel wrote the prophecy.  When Daniel 
was given this revelation, Greece was just a small country that presented no threat to 
anyone.  How could Daniel know that all these things would happen?  He didn’t.  God 
told him.  It’s as simple as that.  Be amazed at how great and awesome our God is, 
revealing the end from the beginning.   

There is an interesting story about the lighting of the candles or Menorah that goes 
along with this event.  When it came time to rededicate the temple they only had 
enough oil to last one day, but it took two weeks to make more.  God made the one day 
supply of oil burn for the two weeks it took to manufacture and consecrate more.  This 
is an important event in Jewish history and it is called Hanukkah or festival of lights.  
Even Jesus celebrated it.    

Q How long were the temple sacrifices stopped for?  1,150 days or 2,300 mornings and 
evenings.   

Q What nationality was Antiochus Epiphanes?  Greek 

Q What altar did he set up in the temple of God?  An idol of Zeus. 

Q What altar with the future Roman antichrist set up in the Jewish temple at the 
midpoint of the tribulation?  An idol of himself.   

Q How did he desecrate the temple and altar?  By offering a pig and sprinkling the pig’s 
juices/blood in the sanctuary. 

Q Who did Antiochus want to be worshipped as?  As God.   



Q Why did God allow this evil king, this little horn, to murder and oppress the nation of 
Israel?  Because of their (Israel’s) sin and rebellion against Him.   

Q What is it called when an event happens that helps us to understand a similar future 
event (e.g. Abraham being asked to sacrifice his only son Isaac on Mt Moriah).  A type 
or picture.   

Q Who is Antiochus Epiphanes a picture or type of?  The future Roman antichrist.   

The angelic interpretation of the vision—These events are linked 
to the end times/tribulation.   

Daniel 8:17, 19-26 NKJV 
17 So he came near where I stood, and when he came I was afraid and fell on my 
face; but he said to me, “Understand, son of man, that the vision refers to the 
time of the end. … 19 And he said, “Look, I am making known to you what shall 
happen in the latter time of the indignation; for at the appointed time the end 
shall be.  
23 “And in the latter time of their kingdom, 
When the transgressors have reached their fullness, 
A king shall arise, having fierce features, who understands sinister schemes. 
24 His power shall be mighty, but not by his own power; 
He shall destroy fearfully, and shall prosper and thrive; 
He shall destroy the mighty, and also the holy people. 
25 “Through his cunning he shall cause deceit to prosper under his rule; 
And he shall exalt himself in his heart. 
He shall destroy many in their prosperity. 
He shall even rise against the Prince of princes; 
But he shall be broken without human means. 
26 “And the vision of the evenings and mornings 
Which was told is true; 
Therefore seal up the vision, 
For it refers to many days in the future.” 

Daniel 8:17, 19 NKJV 
17 So he came near where I stood, and when he came I was afraid and fell on my 
face; but he said to me, “Understand, son of man, that the vision refers to the 
time of the end. … 19 And he said, “Look, I am making known to you what shall 
happen in the latter time of the indignation; for at the appointed time the end 
shall be. 

v 17 and 19 The vision refers to the time of the end. …  the latter time of the 
indignation  … at the appointed time the end shall be…   

Q What does this make you think of, what dispensation or time period?  The end times/ 
7 year tribulation (Antiochus Epiphanes is sometimes called the “Antichrist of the Old 
Testament.” He prefigures the Antichrist of the end times).  

Daniel 8:23 
“And in the latter time of their kingdom, 
When the transgressors have reached their fullness, 
A king shall arise, having fierce features, who understands sinister schemes. 



v 23 And in the latter time of their kingdom: The prophecy in this passage reads 
equally true of both Antiochus and Antichrist. This is an example of a prophetic 
passage that has both a near and far fulfilment. 

v 23 A king shall arise:  A powerful leader. 
  
v 23 Having fierce features: Antiochus Epiphanes was known for his cruel brutality. 
This will also be true of the coming Antichrist. 

v 23, 25 Who understands sinister schemes… through his cunning: Antiochus was 
known for his flattery and smooth tongue. The coming Antichrist will strike a covenant 
with Israel (Daniel 9:27). 

Daniel 8:24 NKJV 
His power shall be mighty, but not by his own power; 
He shall destroy fearfully, and shall prosper and thrive; 
He shall destroy the mighty, and also the holy people. 

v 24 His power shall be mighty, but not by his own power: Antiochus Epiphanes 
was empowered by Satan and allowed by God. The same will be true of the coming 
Antichrist. 

v 24 Shall prosper and thrive: Antiochus Epiphanes looked like a total success. The 
coming Antichrist will look like a complete winner until God topples his reign. 

v 24 He shall destroy the mighty, and also the holy people: Antiochus Epiphanes 
not only destroyed his enemies, but also harshly persecuted the people of God. The 
coming Antichrist will also destroy and persecute. 

Daniel 8:25 NKJV 
“Through his cunning he shall cause deceit to prosper under his rule; 
And he shall exalt himself in his heart. 
He shall destroy many in their prosperity. 
He shall even rise against the Prince of princes; 
But he shall be broken without human means.  

v 25 He shall cause deceit to prosper: Both the rule of Antiochus Epiphanes in the 
past and of the Antichrist in the future are marked by deceit.  

2 Thessalonians 2:9–10 NKJV 
The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, 
signs, and lying wonders, and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, 
because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 

v 25 He shall exalt himself in his heart: The coins of Antiochus Epiphanes were 
inscribed with this title: theos epiphanies meaning, “God manifest.” The coming 
Antichrist will also exalt himself:  

2 Thessalonians 2:4 NKJV 
So that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. 



v 25 in their prosperity: by means of peace.  I.e. He will destroy many by means of 
peace.  People today are so anxious for peace, that they will do just about anything to 
live in peace.  The antichrist will use peace as a tool to manipulate. 

v 25 He shall even rise against the Prince of princes: Though Antiochus Epiphanes 
hated the people of God and fought against them, it was because he really hated God. 
The same will be true of the coming Antichrist, who will hate the Jews because he 
hates God. 

v 25 Broken without human means: History tells us that Antiochus Epiphanes died of 
disease, not by the hand of man. In a similar way no man will defeat the coming 
Antichrist, but the hand of Jesus will strike him down (Revelation 19:20). 

Daniel 8:26 NKJV 
“And the vision of the evenings and mornings 
Which was told is true; 
Therefore seal up the vision, 
For it refers to many days in the future.” 

v 26 Therefore seal up the vision: Daniel must do this because in his day the vision 
referred to a period far distant in its ultimate fulfilment. For us, the time is near 
(Revelation 1:3) and the book is unsealed (Revelation 22:10).  It’s understandable to us 
because we are living in the last days.   

Questions:  Fill the missing words as we read along: 
Just as Antiochus Epiphanes rose to power with force and intrigue, so will the 
Antichrist. As he persecuted the Jews, so will the Antichrist. As he stopped sacrifice 
and desecrated the temple, so will the Antichrist. As he seemed to be a complete 
success, so will the Antichrist. “From what Antiochus did to Jews in his day, therefore, 
one may know the general pattern of what the Antichrist will do to them in the future.” 

As an application to close, do you remember the first thing that Jesus said to the 
disciples after they had asked him about the end times in Matthew 24?   

Matthew 24:4 NKJV 
Take heed that no one deceives you. 

The end times and the teaching of end times doctrine is going to be marked with 
deception.  I just want to close by illustrating one major deception that has kept many in 
bondage , especially in many of the cults.  It’s the 2,300 evenings and mornings.  In its 
context it’s very easy to see that it has already been literally fulfilled and has a literal 
meaning of only 1,150 days.  It refers to a specific event in history.   

Unfortunately, this very clear and easy to understand prophecy has been used to 
deceive millions, and it’s worth pointing this out now.  Here’s a quote from David Guzik 
which explains it well: 

“This passage has been a favourite springboard for elaborate and fanciful prophetic 
interpretations. A popular and tragic interpretation of this passage took one year for 
every day, and William Miller used 2,300 “year-days” to calculate that Jesus would 
return in 1844 (2,300 years after Cyrus issued the decree to rebuild the temple). His 
movement ended up giving birth to the Seventh-Day Adventists, the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, and several other movements. 



We can know that Miller and other “year-day” theories are wrong because this passage 
was fulfilled before the time of Jesus. Jesus recognised that the temple was properly 
cleansed and rededicated when He attended the Feast of Dedication (festival of lights, 
or Hanukkah), commemorating the cleansing and rededication of the temple after the 
desecration brought by Antiochus Epiphanes (John 10:22).” 

Q What is another way to know that William Miller was wrong in his off-beat 
interpretation of the 2,300 evening mornings, when he prophesied that Jesus would 
come back in 1844?  Jesus didn’t come back then!   

It really is that simple, but the deception is so strong.  This is a spiritual battle.  We are 
not fighting against flesh and blood.  It’s a spiritual battle. That’s why people are willing 
to believe the strangest things.    
  
Consider the bondage that this tragic misinterpretation of scripture, this allegoric 
interpretation of prophecy, has caused.  Even today, the cults promote this so-called 
prophecy to draw ignorant individuals into their webs.  The main problem is that it leads 
to other false doctrines and teachings.  We need to remember what Jesus said when 
asked about the end times: 

Matthew 24:4 NKJV 
Take heed that no one deceives you.   

Become educated yourselves so that you can know the truth, and then you can help 
others see the truth and be free from deception.   

Finally, just remember that if anyone asks you why you think the bible is inspired or 
supernatural, or for proof that God exists, just think of prophecy.  There is no good 
argument against biblical prophecy.  May you be encouraged in your faith.  


