
Revelation 14:1-20—The 144,000 Jewish witnesses and the Three 
messages from the Three Angels, and the Coming Judgement. 

This week we continue with the section that tells us about The 144,000 Jewish 
witnesses, the Three messages from the Three Angels, and Judgment of the Earth.   

The Big Picture  

Revelation 14 will answer two important questions raised by Revelation 13. The beast 
of Revelation 13 was terrifying and awesome; he even can make war against the saints 
and overcome them (Revelation 13:7). So it is fair to ask, “Is the beast completely 
victorious over all God’s people?” The presence of the 144,000 on Mount Zion with the 
Lamb emphatically says “no.” The second question has to do with this Satanic dictator 
himself: “What happens to the beast and his followers?” We will find out today, and it’s 
not pretty. 

To continue from last week, I would like to take the opportunity to learn more about  the 
144,000 by going back to Matthew 25 and see how the 144,000 fit into the Sheep and 
Goat judgement—it’s really interesting how it all falls into place and it gives us more 
insight as to what life was like for the 144,000 when they were on the earth preaching 
during the 7 year Tribulation.     

The 144,000 and the Sheep and Goat Judgement 

Last week we looked at Revelation 14:1-5, the section that shows the 144,000 standing 
with Jesus on Mt Zion, just outside Jerusalem.  We went through it verse by verse and 
understood who they are, their role in God’s plan of evangelising the world and how 
they will be sealed by the Holy Spirit and kept safe throughout the tribulation. 

Let’s read the verses again: 

Revelation 14:1-5 NKJV 
Then I looked, and behold, a Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and with Him one hundred 
and forty-four thousand, having His Father’s name written on their foreheads. 2 And I 
heard a voice from heaven, like the voice of many waters, and like the voice of loud 
thunder. And I heard the sound of harpists playing their harps. 3 They sang as it were a 
new song before the throne, before the four living creatures, and the elders; and no 
one could learn that song except the hundred and forty-four thousand who were 
redeemed from the earth. 4 These are the ones who were not defiled with women, for 
they are virgins. These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. These 
were redeemed from among men, being firstfruits to God and to the Lamb. 5 And in 
their mouth was found no deceit, for they are without fault before the throne of God. 

Now let’s take a quick quiz to see what we can remember from last week: 

Who are the 144,000 according to Revelation 7:1-8?  All Jews.  12,000 from each tribe, 
except the tribe of Dan. 

What sex are they?  Male.   



When are the 144,000 sealed?  At or just before the beginning of the 7 year Tribulation.    

Why couldn’t the 144,000 be harmed or killed?  They had the seal of God on their 
foreheads. 

How long did the 144,000 spend evangelising the world?  7 years. 

How many of the 144,000 died during the 7 year tribulation?  None. 

How do we know that none died?  There were 144,000 sealed in Revelation Chapter 7, 
and there were 144,000 standing with Jesus on Mt Zion (Jerusalem) after He returned 
to the earth at His second coming (Revelation 14).   None were missing.   

How many people were saved during the 7 year Tribulation according to Revelation 
7:9-17?  A multitude that was too great to count. 

What are the three methods that God uses evangelise the world during the Tribulation?  
The 144,000, the two witnesses and the 3 angels flying around with their 3 unique 
messages.   

Now what I would like to do is show how I believe the 144,000 Jewish evangelists fit 
into Matthew 24:31-46, the Sheep and Goat Judgement.  Firstly, we need to remember 
what the Sheep and Goat Judgement is and when it happens.  Let’s look at the chart 
and see where it fits or happens.    

The Sheep and Goat judgement happens after the end of the Tribulation, but before the 
start of the 1,000 year Millennial Reign of Jesus Christ. 



Now let’s read the passage from Matthew 24:31-46: 

Matthew 25:31-46 NKJV 

“When the Son of Man comes in His glory [Second Coming], and all the holy angels 
with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory [Mt Zion/Jerusalem]. 32 All the 
nations [gentiles] will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from 
another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. 33 And He will set the sheep 
[believers] on His right hand [the place of blessing or favour], but the goats 
[unbelievers] on the left.  
34 Then the King [Jesus is now King over all the earth] will say to those on His right 
hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom [1,000 year Millennial reign 
of Jesus Christ] prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 35 for I was hungry 
and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you 
took Me in; 36 I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in 
prison and you came to Me.’ 
37 “Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and 
feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? 38 When did we see You a stranger and take 
You in, or naked and clothe You? 39 Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and 
come to You?’ 40 And the King [Jesus] will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to 
you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren [the brothers], 
you did it to Me.’ 
41 “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into 
the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: 42 for I was hungry and you 
gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink; 43 I was a stranger and you 
did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not 
visit Me.’ 
44 “Then they also will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry or 
thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?’ 45 Then 
He will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to 
one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’ 46 And these will go away into 
everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

Who are the “these” 

Matthew 24:40, 45 NKJV 
And the King [Jesus] will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch 
as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren [the brothers], you did it to Me.’ 

45 Then He will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did not 
do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’ 

There are a few things that we can notice here: 

Firstly is the word “these”, used in verses 40 and 45.  This language makes it sound 
like a show and tell, as though Jesus is physically pointing to a group of people who 
are physically present.  So who are the “these” that Jesus is pointing to or referring to?  
Firstly, they are all males, because “these” and “brethren” are both masculine or male 
in the original Greek language.   

Secondly, since they are not gentiles, they must be Jewish.  Why? Because all the 
gentiles who survive the 7 year tribulation are spread out before Jesus, the believing 



gentiles on His right, and the unbelieving gentiles on His left.  So the “these” that Jesus 
is pointing to or referring to must be Jewish males.   

Thirdly, there is the phrase “My brethren”. They must be saved or believers, because 
Jesus never calls the unsaved “My brethren” or “My brothers”.   So now we have 
narrowed down the identity of the “these” to Jewish male believers.  Is this starting to 
remind you of a certain group of people that we have just been learning about?   

Fourthly, also referring to the phrase, “My brethren”, in the Greek it reads, My the 
brethren…. Having the definite article there (the brethren/brothers) indicates that it is 
referring to a specific group of male Jewish believers, and not all male Jewish 
believers.   

Fifthly, the “these” had to be living during the tribulation period, because Jesus is 
judging the sheep and the goats based on how they treated the “these” during the 7 
year tribulation period.  So now we have narrowed the “these” to a specific group of 
Jewish males who lived during the 7 year tribulation.   

Sixthly, we see that they suffered, and suffered greatly.  They were not killed, but they 
were hungry, thirsty, homeless and destitute, naked, sick and in prison.  Remember 
that in Revelation 12, we learned that most of the Jews will not be suffering much 
during the first 3 1/2 years because of the peace treaty being in place, and then they 
will be supernaturally protected and provided for (nurtured) by God during the last 3 1/2 
years in the land of Moab, or as we know it today, Jordan.     

So who could Jesus be referring to?  Who is this specific group of Jewish men who live 
during the tribulation and endure incredible persecution and suffering but are not killed.  
In fact, it sounds like that the only way they could survive is by the loving care given by 
grateful believers who were willing to risk their lives to help this specific group of Jewish 
men, the “these” referred to in verses 40 and 45, the ones who gave all and risked all 
to share the gospel with all who would listen.  To me it makes a lot of sense that the 
“these” referred to in verses 40 and 45 most likely refer specifically to the 144,000, and 
could be applied more generally to the believing Jews.     

Here are some additional evidences that support the idea that Jesus is standing with 
the 144,000 as He judges between believers and unbelievers at the Sheep and Goat 
judgement after the end of the 7 year tribulation:   

Evidence #1  

They are standing with Jesus on Mt Zion, which overlooks the valley of Jehoshaphat, 
the valley where the Sheep and Goat Judgement will occur.  The location and timing 
are perfect.   

Look at the map below and see where Jesus and the 144,000 are standing on Mt Zion, 
and where the gentiles are located in the Kidron valley or valley of Jehoshaphat, the 
believing tribulation survivors  to Jesus’ right, and the unbelieving tribulation survivors 
to His left.     
 



The word Jehoshaphat means 'God has judged’. Therefore, the valley of Jehoshaphat 
means valley of judgement.  It is also called the Kidron Valley.  It is the valley that runs 
between between Temple Mount and the Mount of Olives.  Joel 3:1-16 describe the 
events that will happen there.  We’ll only read some of the verses.  Look for similarities 
between what we have been reading in Revelation and Matthew 25 and the verses 
here in Joel chapter 3.   

Joel 3:1-2, 12–16  NKJV 
“For behold, in those days and at that time, 
When I bring back the captives of Judah and Jerusalem, 
2 I will also gather all nations, 
And bring them down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; 
And I will enter into judgment with them there 
On account of My people, My heritage Israel, 
Whom they have scattered among the nations; 
They have also divided up My land. 
12 “Let the nations be wakened, and come up to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; 
For there I will sit to judge all the surrounding nations. 
13 Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. 
Come, go down; 



For the winepress is full, 
The vats overflow— 
For their wickedness is great.” 
14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! 
For the day of the Lord is near in the valley of decision. 
15 The sun and moon will grow dark, 
And the stars will diminish their brightness. 
16 The Lord also will roar from Zion, 
And utter His voice from Jerusalem; 
The heavens and earth will shake; 
But the Lord will be a shelter for His people, 
And the strength of the children of Israel. 

So again, concerning the presence of the 144,000 at the Sheep and Goat Judgement, 
the location is perfect.  Jesus is standing on Mt Zion with the 144,000, overlooking the 
Kidron valley, otherwise known as the Valley of Jehoshaphat or the Valley of 
Judgement, which is full of people who survived the 7 year Tribulation—the believers 
on Jesus right, and the unbelievers on Jesus left.   

Also, the timing is perfect—it follows or comes after the Second Coming of Christ when 
Christ harvests the earth (Compare v 13 with Revelation 14:17-20).   

Evidence #2  

It is logical that the 144,000 would be hated, mistreated, and persecuted by the 
unbelievers and the antichrist, because of the gospel they would be proclaiming.   

Evidence #3  

This suffering is what gives them their own special song to sing before Jesus (See 
Revelation 14:3).  Like we mentioned last week, every believer who suffers suffers in 
their own unique way.  They come to know Christ and experience His promises 
personally, not just theologically.  Those promises that we have tried and found true 
become our song in the night down here on earth, and our song that we will sing before 
Jesus in Heaven.    

Evidence #4 

It is logical that the 144,000 would be loved, helped, and protected by those who 
received or believed their message.  Many gentile tribulation saints will risk all to help 
these 144,000 sealed Jewish evangelists.  This fits what Jesus said in Matthew 
25:31-46. It seems that God has left responsibility for the care and welfare of the 
144,000 in the hands of the gentile believers.   It also appears that, although they might 
not be able to be killed, it doesn’t mean that they can’t be persecuted by the antichrist 
and his followers.   



The Terrible Future That Awaits Those Who Take the Mark of the 
Beast 

Revelation14:9-11 NKJV 
Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone worships 
the beast and his image, and receives his mark on his forehead or on his hand, 
10 he himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out 
full strength into the cup of His indignation. He shall be tormented with fire and 
brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 
11 And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no 
rest day or night, who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives 
the mark of his name.” 

v 10 The wine of the wrath of God … the cup of His indignation:  
Here are two different words for anger—wrath and indignation 

The wine in the cup is associated with wrath (the ancient Greek word thymos), which 
describes a passionate anger. The cup itself is associated with indignation (the 
ancient Greek word orge) which is anger from a settled disposition or attitude towards 
something. 

So we could say that the cup represents God’s position or attitude towards sin, that He 
will have nothing to do with it and nothing to do with those who have sinned.  There can 
be no relationship between God and sinners.  He is angry, He is indignant.   

On the other hand, we could say that the wine in the cup represents God’s emotional 
reaction to sin—sin makes God really angry, even wrathful.  Sinners must be punished 
with a severe punishment.   

The ancient Greek word orge (indignation) is the common word for God’s anger in the 
New Testament. In contrast, the ancient word thymos is used only 11 times, and 10 of 
the 11 are in Revelation. Usually, God’s anger towards sinners does not flash against 
them; it is simply His settled opposition against sin and unrighteousness (Greek orge). 
But in the Book of Revelation, which so clearly describes God’s ultimate judgment, the 
term for passionate anger is used much more often.  Always keep in mind: 

Psalm 7:11-13 NLT paraphrase 

God is an honest judge.  
He is angry with the wicked every day.  
12 If a person does not repent,  
God will sharpen his sword;  
he will bend and string his bow.  
13 He will prepare his deadly weapons  
and shoot his flaming arrows.  

God does not wink at sin.  All sin must be punished.  Again, if we don’t accept Christ’s 
payment of sin on our behalf, then we will have to pay it ourselves all over again.  What 
does this look like?  The next part of the verse tells us.   



v 10 He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy 
angels and in the presence of the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment ascends 
forever and ever; and they have no rest day or night: This passage teaches several 
important truths about Hell, the Lake of Fire and the eternal destiny of the damned. 

• He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone: This shows that the suffering of 
hell is real torment, that it is painful and repulsive.  This is not taught much in many 
churches these days, most likely because they fear offending people, and then they 
might stop coming to church.  Of course, it’s soooo much more important that people 
come to our church than they go to heaven!   

• In the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb:  Quote from 
Guzik: This shows that God is not absent from hell. He is present in all His holiness 
and righteous judgment. Those who are in hell will wish God were absent, but He will 
not be. It is wrong to say that hell will be devoid of the presence of God; but it will be 
without any sense of His love. The presence of Jesus will be there, but only the 
presence of His holy justice and wrath against sin. 

• The smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest 
day or night: Those who worship the Antichrist and receive his mark will endure this 
wrath and indignation for eternity in the Lake of Fire. Here, the fact of eternal 
torment is plainly stated; forever and ever means “forever and ever.” If the only 
consequences for sin are in this life, or if the only penalty for sin is temporary, then 
clever sinners have won out over God. Walvoord says of the phrase forever and 
ever: “Literally ‘into the ages of ages,’ the strongest expression of eternity of which 
the Greek is capable.” 

Basically what this means is that there are no second chances.  Now, in the church 
age, you have until your die to make your choice, after that it’s fixed.  There is no going 
back or changing your mind.   

Questions/revision 

What happens to those who choose to not worship the image of the antichrist who died 
and was somehow resurrected?  They were killed.  The lost their temporary life but 
saved their eternal soul. 

What happens to those who choose to worship the image of the antichrist who was 
killed but was somehow resurrected?  They save their life for a short time, but damn 
their soul to the Lake of Fire for eternity.   

Matthew 16:24-26 NLT paraphrase 
Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give 
up your own way, take up your cross, and follow me. 25 If you try to hang on to your life, 
you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake, you will save it. 26 And what do 
you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul? Is anything worth more 
than your soul? 

What does the “Wine of the Wrath of God, which is poured out full strength into the cup 
of His indignation” represent?  The righteous judgement and furious anger or wrath of 
God against sin. 



What does the word “propitiation” mean?  Payment. 

According to Romans 6:23, what is the punishment or penalty for sin?  Death, meaning 
eternal separation from God in the Lake of Fire where the person will experience 
eternal torment and the wrath of God forever and ever.   

What payment did Jesus make, or what cup did He drink, when He died on the cross?  
He paid our sin debt.  The wrath or anger of God that I deserved was poured out onto 
Jesus instead, and He, in His humanity experienced the separation from God that we 
should have.   

How do we know that Jesus, in His humanity, experienced the agony of being 
separated from the Father?   
Matthew 27:46 tells us that about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, 
“Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?” Here, Jesus was expressing His feelings of abandonment as God 
placed the sins of the world on Him—and because of that, God had to “turn away” from 
Jesus. As Jesus was feeling that weight of sin, He in His humanity, was experiencing a 
separation from God for the first and only time in all of eternity. 

Why is the penalty for sin so severe?  Because God is infinitely holy and pure, then it 
follows that the penalty for sinning against an infinitely holy and pure God would also 
be infinite.   

The blessedness of the saints, even in the Great Tribulation  

Revelation 14:12-13 NKJV 
12 Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep the commandments 
of God and the faith of Jesus. 
13 Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are the dead 
who die in the Lord from now on.’ ” 
“Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labours, and their works 
follow them.” 

v 12 Here is the patience of the saints… Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord 
from now on… that they may rest from their labour's: We see the strong contrast 
between the rest of the saints and the continual torment of the wicked (Revelation 
14:11). The rest comes through patient endurance and faithfulness to God and His 
Word (here are those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of 
Jesus). 

Quote from Guzik: 
“We can only imagine what courage and comfort this passage will give embattled, 
persecuted saints during the Great Tribulation. Clearly, God wants to encourage His 
people to be steadfast in times of trial, focused on what blessed rest and reward awaits 
them in eternity.” 

Guess what, we have that same comfort now!  We all have our own battles, but it’s the 
hope of heaven the keeps us going.  We keep our eyes on our eternal inheritance and 
reward and not the temporary pleasures of earth.     



Here’s a quote from Jon Courson 
“Why do I go through this struggle year after year? you wonder. The reason is that it’s 
absolutely necessary—to get you uncoupled from the world, to set you free from the 
pull of the temporal, to get you to long for heaven. 
If the people to whom our text was initially written were living on an island in Hawaii, 
being waited on hand and foot under swaying palm trees and setting sun with no 
money problems, no physical pain, no marital stress, no child-rearing difficulties, they 
would probably say, “My butler should be here any minute with my filet mignon, so 
could You hold off Your return for a little while longer, Lord?” 
Hard times will never come to an end, gang, because God knows they’re the only way 
we’ll long for heaven and thus fix our eyes on eternity. Jesus didn’t talk about heaven 
while sitting on the beach, overlooking the ocean, sipping a Coke. He talked about 
heaven in the same passage in which He told His disciples one of them would betray 
Him, one of them would deny Him, and He Himself would die (John 13–14).” 

Colossians 1:4-5 make it clear that our hope and motivation for godly living is an 
eternal one, a heavenly one.    

Colossians 1:4-5 NLT paraphrase 

For we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and your love for all of God’s people, 
5 which come from your confident hope of what God has reserved for you in heaven. 
You have had this expectation ever since you first heard the truth of the Good News.  

v 13 Their works follow them: David Guzik says, “The patient endurance and work of 
these saints is remembered in heaven. Our work for Jesus and His Kingdom goes with 
us into heaven, giving dignity and significance to all work here below.”   

Remember that living for Jesus is never for nothing—the sacrifices we make for the 
kingdom of God will be well worth it when we get to heaven.  There will be no saying, 
“Oh, I wish I had watched more episodes of Neighbours instead of witnessing to my 
friends,” or, “I wish I had spent more time fishing instead of reading the bible.”   

Rather, the lament or regret will be, as we stand before the Bema Seat judgement and 
are judged for reward, “Oh, I wish I had never watched any episodes of Neighbours, or 
wasted time playing computer games, or watched those movies, or hung out with those 
so-called friends etc, and instead had used the time to read the bible, pray, fellowship 
and witness to those around me of Christ’s love.”   

Application: Never forget that our works, those things we do that are motived by love 
for God and thankfulness for all that He has already done for us, will receive reward.  
I’ll finish with four verses to encourage us to keep our eyes on the prize, on the upward 
call of Christ Jesus:   

Hebrews 6:10 AMP 
For God is not unrighteous to forget or overlook your labor and the love which you have 
shown for His name’s sake in ministering to the needs of the saints (His own 
consecrated people), as you still do.  

1 Corinthians 15:58 NLT paraphrase 
So, my dear brothers and sisters, be strong and immovable. Always work 
enthusiastically for the Lord, for you know that nothing you do for the Lord is ever 
useless.  



1 Corinthians 9:24 NLT paraphrase 
Don’t you realize that in a race everyone runs, but only one person gets the prize? So 
run to win!  

Philippians 3:13-14 NLT paraphrase 
… but I focus on this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies 
ahead, 14 I press on to reach the end of the race and receive the heavenly prize for 
which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us.  

The Second Coming of Christ and the Reaping or Harvesting of 
the Earth 

There are two harvests described in the following verses which happen at different 
times.     

1. The first harvest described in Revelation 14:14-16 describes the harvest of 
believers from the earth once Jesus has already returned.   

2. The second harvest described in Revelation 14:17-20 (the grapes of wrath) is 
actually what is commonly referred to as the battle of Armageddon, and is a part of 
the series of events that happen when Jesus comes back to earth at His second 
coming. 

1. Reaping the Earth’s Harvest—The righteous/believers 

Revelation 14:14-16 NKJV 
14 Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud sat One like the Son 
of Man, having on His head a golden crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle. 
15 And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to Him who 
sat on the cloud, “Thrust in Your sickle and reap, for the time has come for You 
to reap, for the harvest of the earth is ripe.” 16 So He who sat on the cloud thrust 
in His sickle on the earth, and the earth was reaped. 

Notice here that: 

1. There is no judgement for those who are reaped or harvested in this harvest.   

2. The angel comes out of the temple on earth, not the temple in heaven (compare v 
17 - Then another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven).   

3. This would represent the gathering or harvest of the believers at the end of the 7 
year tribulation.   

4. The One like the Son of Man is most likely Jesus.   

5. For the harvest of the earth is ripe: This ancient Greek word for ripe has a 
negative sense, “to become dry or withered.” The idea is of something that is over-
ripe. This means that God will judge the earth only when it is over-ripe for judgment. 
He doesn’t rush into judgment.  This speaks of God’s patience, and His desire to 
give people as much time as possible to repent. 



2. Reaping the Earth’s Harvest—The Grapes of Wrath—The battle of Armageddon 

Revelation 14:17-20 NKJV 
17 Then another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also having 
a sharp sickle. 
18 And another angel came out from the altar, who had power over fire, and he 
cried with a loud cry to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, “Thrust in your 
sharp sickle and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth, for her grapes are 
fully ripe.” 19 So the angel thrust his sickle into the earth and gathered the vine of 
the earth, and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. 20 And the 
winepress was trampled outside the city [Jerusalem], and blood came out of the 
winepress, up to the horses’ bridles, for one thousand six hundred furlongs [320 
km—from Bozrah to Jerusalem]. 

Notice here that: 
1. The city in v 20 is Jerusalem.   

2. Fully ripe: “pictures grapes fully grown in the prime almost bursting with juice… 
The spurting of the grape juice from under the bare feet of those treading the 
grapes in the winepress is compared to the spurting of blood and speaks of the 
awful human carnage.” (Walvoord) 

3. Blood came out of the winepress, up to the horses’ bridles, for one thousand 
six hundred furlongs: This is a picture of tremendous carnage in the battle of 
Armageddon described in Revelation 16:16 and 19:11–19. It is not likely a 
description of a river of pure blood running the length of the Promised Land and as 
high as a horse’s bridle is. Even with 300,000 soldiers slaughtered there still 
wouldn’t be enough blood.  However, God will send huge hailstones (Rev 16:21—
average size 32kg), which will then melt.  The melt water will likely mix with the 
blood and create a river of water mixed with blood that will be up to the horses 
bridles.  It will be a gruesome sight, but one that demonstrates God’s justice.  
Those who killed the saints will themselves be killed.   

4. This answers our second question from the start of today—what happens to the 
antichrist and his followers?  They are completely wiped out, slaughtered.  Their 
blood will be shed.  Revelation 14 is the perfect answer to Revelation 13. At the end 
of Revelation 13, it almost seemed like Satan and the Antichrist might win. But 
Revelation 14 shows who is really triumphant, powerful, and in control: God, His 
Messiah, and His people; not Satan, his messiah (the Antichrist) and his followers. 

5. The blood resulting from the second—and last—harvest is a result of the battle 
which is commonly called the Battle of Armageddon (Revelation 16:16). The word 
Armageddon comes from the Hebrew word which means, “Mount Megiddo” or “Tel 
Megiddo”.  This area is a vast plain in Norther Israel, and really the only open area 
in Israel big enough to assemble an army of hundreds of millions.  This vast area 
will become a staging ground for the armies of the world to unite against Jesus just 
before He comes back.  However, this is not where this epic blood bath battle 
occurs.  The battle starts much further south in Bozrah, a city just north of the rock 
city Petra, in the area where God will be protecting and nurturing the nation of 
Israel.   



Map showing location of Bozrah 

Bozrah is a city in Edom, which along with Moab and Ammon is now a part of modern 
day country of Jordan, just on the other side of the Jordan river and Dead Sea.  It 
would appear that Jesus starts His offensive as He returns to earth where the Israelites 
are being sheltered.  It looks like the enemies of God want to try again to wipe out the 
nation of Israel.  At the same time, they will be attacking Jerusalem.  So this army of 
hundreds of millions of soldiers will be stretched out over 200 miles, along the Jordan 
rift valley, and the blood of all these hundreds of millions of slaughtered soldiers, along 
with the melt water from the hail, will rise up to the horses’ bridles.   

Isaiah 63:1-6 describes this final war of the Tribulation Period.   

Isaiah 63:1-6 
Who is this who comes from Edom,  
from the city of Bozrah,  
with his clothing stained red?  
Who is this in royal robes,  
marching in his great strength?  
“It is I, the Lord, announcing your salvation!  
It is I, the Lord, who has the power to save!”  
2 Why are your clothes so red,  
as if you have been treading out grapes?  



3 “I have been treading the winepress alone;  
no one was there to help me.  
In my anger I have trampled my enemies  
as if they were grapes.  
In my fury I have trampled my foes.  
Their blood has stained my clothes.  
4 For the time has come for me to avenge my people,  
to ransom them from their oppressors.  
5 I was amazed to see that no one intervened  
to help the oppressed.  
So I myself stepped in to save them with my strong arm,  
and my wrath sustained me.  
6 I crushed the nations in my anger  
and made them stagger and fall to the ground,  
spilling their blood upon the earth.”  
  
Who is this One?  None other than Jesus Christ.  When Jesus comes back, and us 
with Him, it will be in spectacular fashion.  Jesus will speak the words, and His enemies 
will simply be destroyed and their blood will flow.  We will learn later that Jesus will 
finally touch down on the Mount of Olives once He has destroyed the armies of the 
world.       

To finish I would like to read Revelation 14:17-20 again: 

Revelation 14:17-20 (Reaping the Grapes of Wrath—the battle of Armageddon) 
Then another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also having a 
sharp sickle. 
18 And another angel came out from the altar, who had power over fire, and he 
cried with a loud cry to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, “Thrust in your 
sharp sickle and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth, for her grapes are 
fully ripe.” 19 So the angel thrust his sickle into the earth and gathered the vine of 
the earth, and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. 20 And the 
winepress was trampled outside the city (Jerusalem), and blood came out of the 
winepress, up to the horses’ bridles, for one thousand six hundred furlongs [320 
km—from Bozrah to Jerusalem]. 

Application: 
The image of the Second Coming of Jesus as a harvest is also communicated in 
Matthew 13:24–30 and 36–43, with the parable of the wheat and the tares. The 
application for us is that true believers will not be separated from those who merely go 
to church until the final harvest, which for us in the church age will be the Rapture.  So 
don’t give up.  Don’t be distracted or discouraged by those false converts who don’t 
seem to care and don’t seem to struggle.  Run to win, fight effectively.  The battle may 
look hopeless now, but take comfort, the war is already won.  


