
Revelation 18— The history, future and fall of mystery Babylon, the false 
economic system that started with Nimrod and the Tower of Babel - Part 2 

We will start by quickly revising what we learned last 3 weeks as we have been 
studying Revelation chapters 17 and 18.    

Setting the Scene—The Tower of Babel 

Revelation 6-19 tell us what happens during the 7 year tribulation, the last seven 
years decreed or allocated to Israel.  Some of these chapters are chronological, 
meaning they carry the storyline forwards by detailing the order of events—
specifically the chapters that tell of the seven seal judgements, the seven trumpet 
judgements, the seven bowl judgements, and finally Chapter 19 which describes 
the second coming of Christ.  These are all chronological events.   

The other chapters are vignettes.  A vignette is a short story, sketch, or portrait that 
describes the origin, background, history and role of the main people, events, 
organisations, and systems present during the tribulation.   

Revelation chapters 17 and 18 are two of these vignette chapters that describe 
Satan’s false or counterfeit religious system (mystery Babylon religion), and his 
world system of economics or commerce (mystery Babylon economic system), 
respectively.  They both go back to the plains of Shinar around Babylon in Iraq, 
back in the days of Nimrod, not long after the flood, when Nimrod was uniting all of 
mankind together to rebel against God.  Satan was again trying to turn man against 
God and keep them in his grip.  He had two main strategies—a false or counterfeit 
religion and an evil economic world system.  These two systems have, since the 
tower of Babel, worked hand in hand to persecute and kill the true believers, all the 
while keeping the rest of mankind deceived and in bondage to Satan and sin.   

Back then, Satan almost succeeded in creating a true one world religious system 
and economic system that would have controlled everyone on the planet.  
Remember that at the time the entire earth’s population was gathered together on 
the plains of Shinar around Babylon in what is now Iraq.  But God disrupted Satan’s 
plan by confusing their language by creating new languages, which forced the 
family groups to go off and obey God’s original command to fill the earth and 
multiply.   

However, one day, and very soon I believe, Satan will be allowed to live his dream.  
God will allow Satan to bring the world under his control with a one-world religion 
and a one-world economic or commercial system, just like Satan wanted at the 
tower of Babel.   This will happen after the rapture of the church, during the 7 year 
tribulation.  This is what Revelation chapters 17 and 18 are all about.  But it will be a 
very short lived dream, because at the end of the seven year tribulation period, 
Jesus comes back and permanently and completely destroys this world system and 
begins to rule the world Himself for 1,000 years — the Millennial Reign of Jesus 
Christ.  We have much to look forward to.   



Revision—Mystery Babylon False Religious System—
Revelation 17 

Revelation 17 describes this false religious system that is basically a false trinity.   
  
Nimrod—The Lord of Heaven (Father) 

Tammuz—The son or messiah  

Semiramis—The queen of heaven (Holy 
Spirit) 

It also included a counterfeit saviour or 
messiah complete with a counterfeit virgin 
birth, and  a counterfeit resurrection.   

Where did these three people come from?   

Ham, one of the three sons of Noah who survived the flood in the ark, had a son 
named Cush.  Cush had a daughter named Semiramis.   

Cush had an incestuous relationship with his daughter Semiramis and begat 
Nimrod.  

Nimrod married Semiramis who was his sister and Mother and they begat Tammuz 
on December 25 (false Christ). 

Here is a chart that shows how this counterfeit religion, which is really a counterfeit 
gospel, has been passed on down through the ages, from one world empire to the 
next.  The only things that have have changed are the names.   

Chart of names of Nimrod, Tammuz, and Semiramis  



We also learnt last week that astrology and the whole horoscope thing of looking to 
the stars to predict your future also started at the Tower of Babel, and is also a part 
of this false religious system.   

So, overall, this false religious system, called MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, 
THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH in 
Revelation 17:5, was designed to offer people a false saviour, a false God, a false 
gospel, a false salvation, false knowledge and false wisdom—all in all, it’s nothing 
more that a false hope.  It’s like a dream.  Unfortunately, people will wake up and 
find themselves in Hell.  In addition, the worship of these three false gods and this 
false religious system would be pleasing to the flesh, our human nature, with lots of 
sensual and sexual rituals, drug use, and the promise to make one happy, content 
and prosperous.  As we learnt last week, this false religious system will be 
centralised in Rome for the first half of the Tribulation before being destroyed by the 
antichrist and the 10 kings of the revived Roman empire at the half way point of the 
7 year tribulation (See Rev 17:16-17).   

Mystery Babylon False Economic System—Revelation 18 

Satan designed the economic system to essentially seek to satisfy the cravings or 
desires of my sinful nature—my desires for wealth, pleasure, ambition—anything 
my human or sinful nature could ever want.   

1 John 2:15-17 NLT paraphrase 

Do not love this world [system—kosmos] nor the things it offers you, for when you 
love the world [system], you do not have the love of the Father in you. 16 For the 
world [system] offers only a craving [desire or lust] for physical pleasure, a craving 
for everything we see, and pride in our achievements and possessions. These are 
not from the Father, but are from this world [system]. 17 And this world [system] is 
fading [passing] away, along with everything that people crave. But anyone 
who does what pleases God will live forever.  

v 16 And this world [system] is fading [passing] away:  What we are going to 
see today in Revelation chapter 18 is exactly how this world system passes away.  

The Amplified bible helps us to understand what the world offers us: 

1 John 2:16  AMP 
For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh [craving for sensual or physical 
gratification] and the lust of the eyes [greedy longings of the mind] and the pride of 
life [assurance in one’s own resources or in the stability of earthly things]—these do 
not come from the Father but are from the world [itself].  

From pornography to Porsches, drunkenness to dream holidays, promiscuity to 
promotions, addictions to adulation, education to entertainment, money to movies,  
games to gambling, techno to technology—this world economic system caters to 
my every selfish sinful desire.  It seeks to draw me in and get me hooked.  It is like 
the town of Vanity Fair in Pilgrim’s Progress.  I am tempted to live for it and give my 
everything to it—my love and affections, money, talents, time and resources.  I can 
so easily become a slave to this world system.   



Carefully consider what the God says in His word in:  

1 John 2:15—Do not love this world [system—kosmos] nor the things it offers you, 
for when you love the world [system], you do not have the love of the Father in you. 

The system seeks my love, my affections.  This is why I have to choose who I will 
love.  I can’t love both the world system and the Father at the same time.  Jesus 
said this in: 

Matthew 6:24 NKJV 
“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or 
else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 
mammon [riches or wealth]. 

This is why Jesus says his people in Revelation 18, come out of her, lest you share 
in her sins and then share in her plagues.  Even believers can get caught up in this 
world system and then also suffer the consequences.  I am still saved, but the 
temporary honour, favour, riches and rewards that I gain down here are  the eternal 
honour, favour, riches and rewards that forfeit receiving both now and in heaven—is 
it really worth it? 

Consider, when I stand before Christ as a believer at the Bema seat judgement, 
everything that I invested into this world system will be burned up.  If my focus has 
largely been finding satisfaction in the things of this world, then I will have very little 
to show for my life when I stand before God.   
 
1 Corinthians 3:12-15 NLT paraphrase 
Anyone who builds on that foundation may use a variety of materials—gold, silver, 
jewels, wood, hay, or straw. 13 But on the judgment day, fire will reveal what kind of 
work each builder has done. The fire will show if a person’s work has any value. 14 If 
the work survives, that builder will receive a reward. 15 But if the work is burned up, 
the builder [believer] will suffer great loss. The builder [believer] will be saved, but 
like someone barely escaping through a wall of flames.  

Why did God allow Satan to establish these two systems and why has God 
allowed them to continue to deceive people and persecute and kill the true 
believers? 

One final thought before we start going verse by verse through chapter 18.  In the 
garden of Eden, God created two unique trees.  One was called the tree of life, and 
the other the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  It was a test from God—God 
was giving Adam and Eve the opportunity to choose to love Him.  For there to be 
true love, there must be a choice.  God didn’t create mankind as robots 
programmed to automatically obey Him.  God’s choice for them was this:  If you 
want to stay in relationship with me, to choose to love me, then you must trust Me 
and obey Me by not eating of the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil. God clearly told Adam that eating the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil would mean death—first instant spiritual death as sin separated all of 
mankind from God, and then physical death as their bodies started to die as a 
result of the curse.   



God is still calling on us to choose today—will I choose to love God and seek His 
kingdom and His righteousness, or, will I choose to love Satan and seek his 
kingdom and his evil ways.   

Mystery Babylon False Economic System—Verse by Verse Study 

   As we go through the chapter, remember that it’s not literal Babylon in Iraq that is 
being spoken of, but rather the city where the evil commercial or economic system  
headquarters are located.  It is most likely referring to Rome.  We discussed this in 
depth last week.  This is why I keep calling it the mystery Babylon economic 
system, to remind us that it’s not talking about the literal city of Babylon in Iraq.   

Revelation 18:1-3 NKJV 
After these things I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having 
great authority, and the earth was illuminated with his glory. 2 And he cried 
mightily with a loud voice, saying, “Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and 
has become a dwelling place of demons, a prison for every foul spirit, and a 
cage for every unclean and hated bird! 3 For all the nations have drunk of the 
wine of the wrath of her fornication, the kings of the earth have committed 
fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth have become rich 
through the abundance of her luxury [sensuality and lust].” 

v 1 Another angel: The term ‘another’ (Greek, allon) makes it clear that this angel 
is another of the same in kind as the angel that spoke with John in Revelation 17:1, 
another one of the angels who had the seven bowls.   

v 1 The earth was illuminated with his glory: We don’t realise just how mighty, 
big and powerful these angels are.  This is most likely one of the archangels, one of 
the most powerful ranks of angels.   

v 2 Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen: Babylon hasn’t fallen yet, but just as in 
many other places in the bible, God speaks in past tense concerning future events 
because if He says it, it’s as good as done.  God is in compete control.   

v 2 Become a dwelling place of demons: This is a sad fate for a once-great city. 
All the glory of man is transformed into something so terrible that it will be 
completely despised and rejected.  This world system looks shiny and pretty and 
beautiful now, but when God destroys it, there will be nothing left of it.   

v 3 the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her:  fornication, 
literally sexual immorality, is often used in scripture as a metaphor for being 
spiritually unfaithful, for having other gods or idols ahead of God.  The world puts 
the world system ahead of God, making it more important than God.  When Israel 
did this, God described it as spiritual adultery.   

v 3 Abundance of her luxury: Mystery Babylon’s economic system’s sins also 
included pride, greed, sensuality or lust, and selfishly held wealth. 

v 3 luxury:  literally means to live sensually, lustfully.  Consider how companies 
market their goods—using sensual and lustful images.  Also consider what one of 
the biggest commodities or products is in the world today—pornography, worth over 
$97 Billion world wide.   



Revelation 18:4-5 NKJV 
And I heard another voice from heaven saying, “Come out of her, my people, 
lest you share in her sins, and lest you receive of her plagues. 5 For her sins 
have reached to heaven, and God has remembered her iniquities. 

v 4 Come out of her, my people, lest you share in her sins: It is hard to imagine 
that a child of God could be a part of mystery religious Babylon because in essence 
they are worshipping demons (though elements of the false religious system may 
creep in). But Mystery commercial or economic Babylon, the economic world 
system, with its powerful appeal to our sinful nature, is a constant threat to be 
guarded against by all believers.  We live in the world but are not to be of this world.  
The boat should be in the water, but the water should not be in the boat.  See 
Jesus’ prayer in John 17. 

v 4 lest you share in her sins, lest you receive of her plagues: The warning is 
focused towards saints who are in the position Lot was in while he lived in the city 
of Sodom (Genesis 19). These are God’s people in a place they shouldn’t be, a 
place ripe for destruction.  I will reap what I sow.  If I give my affections over to this 
world system, then I will share in the judgement of this system, in the sense that, 
like Lot, I will have lost or wasted all the time, money, effort, and talents that could 
have been used to gain eternal reward in God’s kingdom.  This is in addition to 
suffering the negative practical consequences that comes with seeking satisfaction 
from worldly things, again like Lot, the effect on the morality of his daughters and 
the death of his wife who couldn’t separate herself from the world system (she 
looked back).   

Lot’s escapade into worldliness and his flirtation with the evil economic world 
system initially gave him wealth, good status in the community, and a high standard 
of living.  But in the end, it cost him everything.  Lot would never be the same.  He 
ended up living in a cave, getting drunk, and having incestuous sex with both his 
daughters.  The resulting offspring both became evil nations—Ammon and Moab.  
Despite all of this, the New Testament calls him a righteous man, albeit a righteous 
man who made some bad choices.  This shows the graciousness of our God and 
how our salvation is based on better or unconditional promises.   

v 4 Come out of her, My people: The call for believers to depart from Babylon and 
the evil world economic system is repeated many times in the Scriptures. 

i. Depart! Depart! Go out from there, touch no unclean thing; go out from her, be 
clean, you who bear the vessels of the Lord. (Isaiah 52:11) 

ii. Flee from the midst of Babylon, and everyone save his life! (Jeremiah 50:8) 

iii. My people, go out of the midst of her! And let everyone deliver himself from the 
fierce anger of the Lord. (Jeremiah 51:45) 

iv. Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has 
righteousness with lawlessness? (2 Corinthians 6:14) 

v. And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose 
them. (Ephesians 5:11) 



v 5 For her sins have reached to heaven: The sins of commercial Babylon have 
piled up like a tower—the tower of Babel. 

v 5 God has remembered her iniquities: This is the destiny of the materialistic 
world, the evil world system.  But towards believers, God says, I will remember their 
sins no more (Hebrews 8:12).  Psalm 7:11 says that, “God is a just judge, and God 
is angry with the wicked every day.”  For the unbeliever there remains certain 
judgement for sin.  For the believer there is certainly no judgement for sin.   

Revelation 18:6-7 NKJV 
6 Render to her just as she rendered to you, and repay her double according 
to her works; in the cup which she has mixed, mix double for her. 7 In the 
measure that she glorified herself and lived luxuriously, in the same measure 
give her torment and sorrow; for she says in her heart, ‘I sit as queen, and am 
no widow, and will not see sorrow.’  

v 6 Render to her just as she rendered to you: The ancient Greek word for 
render (apodidomi) means literally “to pay a debt” or “to give back that which is 
due.” God will give Babylon exactly what she deserves. 

v 6 Repay her double according to her works … mix for her double: “Double 
restitution was required in the Old Testament in cases of theft (Exodus 22:4–9). 
This perhaps is a commentary on how Babylon has made her wealth—through 
dishonest dealings.” (David Guzik) 

v 7 Repay her double according to her works: This passage presents a three-
fold sin.  
First, self-indulgence (lived luxuriously).  
Second, pride (glorified herself … sits as a queen).  
Third, avoidance of suffering (am no widow, and will not see sorrow). All these 
things are characteristic of worldliness and materialism. 

Revelation 18:8 NKJV 

Therefore her plagues will come in one day—death and mourning and famine. 
And she will be utterly burned with fire, for strong is the Lord God who 
judges her. 

v 8 Therefore her plagues will come in one day: The destruction of commercial 
mystery Babylon will come suddenly and with completeness (utterly burned with 
fire). 

v 8 For strong is the Lord God who judges her: There is no escaping God’s 
judgement.  This gives us comfort when we are persecuted by the evil world 
economic system and the evil mystery Babylon religious system—their day is 
coming.   

Also note here that it is the Lord God Himself who judges and destroys the 
commercial or economic system, in contrast to the religious system being 
destroyed by the economic system/government earlier on in the tribulation.   



Verses 9-20 describe the world mourning Babylon’s fall or 
destruction 

Here we have three groups of people lamenting, crying, wailing and mourning the 
destruction of the one-world economic or commercial system; the kings of the 
earth, the merchants of the earth, and every shipmaster.   

Revelation 18:9-10 NKJV (The kings of the earth) 
“The kings of the earth who committed fornication and lived luxuriously with 
her will weep and lament for her, when they see the smoke of her burning, 
10 standing at a distance for fear of her torment, saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great 
city Babylon, that mighty city! For in one hour your judgment has come.’ 

v 9 Standing at distance for fear of her torment:  So great is the heat and smoke 
of her burning that these kings must stand at a distance. Some think this may be 
an indication that nuclear weapons are used in the judgment of these commercial 
centres.  However they are destroyed, the destruction is complete and fearful.   

v 10 Alas, alas, that great city Babylon, that mighty city!: This evil world 
economic system just seemed so strong, so solid, so secure, so real, so 
dependable—just like money in the bank as the saying goes.  But just remember 
that after this day, there will be no more money in the bank, in fact there will be no 
more bank.  Everything that people worked for and lived for will have been wiped 
out in one hour.  Again, a good reminder that we are foolish to put our trust in the 
things of this Satanic world system, the Kosmos.   

Revelation 18:11-17a NKJV (The merchants of the earth) 
“And the merchants of the earth will weep and mourn over her, for no one 
buys their merchandise anymore: 12 merchandise of gold and silver, precious 
stones and pearls, fine linen and purple, silk and scarlet, every kind of citron 
wood, every kind of object of ivory, every kind of object of most precious 
wood, bronze, iron, and marble; 13 and cinnamon and incense, fragrant oil and 
frankincense, wine and oil, fine flour and wheat, cattle and sheep, horses and 
chariots, and bodies and souls of men. 14 The fruit that your soul longed for 
has gone from you, and all the things which are rich and splendid have gone 
from you, and you shall find them no more at all. 15 The merchants of these 
things, who became rich by her, will stand at a distance for fear of her 
torment, weeping and wailing, 16 and saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great city that 
was clothed in fine linen, purple, and scarlet, and adorned with gold and 
precious stones and pearls! 17 For in one hour such great riches came to 
nothing.’ 

v 11, 15 And the merchants of the earth will weep and mourn over her… 
wailing: Notice the reaction here of the unbelievers still alive at the end of the 
tribulation—it’s like someone has died—they have lost their first love.  Their hearts, 
their love and affections are so strongly bound to the things of the world that they 
are weeping, mourning, and even wailing over their loss of income, loss of standard 
of living, loss of employment—really the loss of everything that they had worked so 
hard to achieve.  Just try to imagine the emptiness that they will experience.  This is 
the same emptiness that every unbeliever experiences when they die—they can 
take nothing with them.     



v 12 Merchandise of gold and silver: Notice that everything in this long list are all 
luxuries, not necessities. It is obvious that the mourning is rooted in self-interest: for 
no one buys their merchandise anymore. 

“The combined picture is one of complete abandonment to the wealth of this world 
and complete disregard of the God who gave it.” (Walvoord) 

v 13 And bodies and souls of men: The profits of commercial Babylon have come 
through cruelly using others. They sold the bodies and souls of men. This idea 
has many applications, none less so than today’s widespread human trafficking, 
prostitution, and pornography. 

v 14 You shall find them no more at all: Those who lived for the luxuries of 
commercial Babylon, represented by this evil world economic system, will be 
tormented eternally by the absence of those luxuries that they once craved: you 
shall find them no more at all. Ultimately, Hell will be a place of unfulfilled desire 
or emptiness. 

v 17 For in one hour such great riches came to nothing:  What a serious 
warning, what a wakeup call.  Everything we invest in this evil, earthly, temporary 
world system will eventually come to nothing.  Let’s invest our lives, money, talents, 
and time into the kingdom of God so we won’t be ashamed when He calls us to be 
with Him.   

v 17 in one hour: Notice again the repetition here.  This judgement by God of the 
one-world economic system at the end of the 7 year tribulation will be sudden and 
final.   

Revelation 18:17b–19 NKJV (Every shipmaster) 
Every shipmaster, all who travel by ship, sailors, and as many as trade on the 
sea, stood at a distance 18 and cried out when they saw the smoke of her 
burning, saying, ‘What is like this great city?’ 

19 “They threw dust on their heads and cried out, weeping and wailing, and 
saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great city, in which all who had ships on the sea 
became rich by her wealth! For in one hour she is made desolate.’ 

v 19 Alas, alas, that great city, in which all who had ships on the sea became 
rich by her wealth: notice that their sorrow at commercial Babylon’s fall is selfish—
they had lost their source of income. 

Call to the heavens and the people of God to rejoice! (v 20) 

Revelation 18:20 NKJV 
“Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you holy apostles and prophets, for God 
has avenged you on her!” 

v 20 Rejoice over her: Should God’s people rejoice when judgment comes? Yes, 
but we don’t rejoice in the destruction that results from the judgment. Rather, we 
rejoice in the righteous resolution God’s judgment brings—we have a desire to see 
justice done, to see things put right.  It’s important that we have the correct 
motivation.   



v 20 And you holy apostles and prophets: again we see that this Babylon is not 
the literal Babylon in Iraq, though it did all start there.  Here God makes it 
responsible for the persecution and murders of the saints, just like He did the world 
religious system in Revelation chapter 17.   

The complete end of the evil world economic system (v 21–23) 

Revelation 18:21-23 NKJV 
Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into 
the sea, saying, “Thus with violence the great city Babylon shall be thrown 
down, and shall not be found anymore. 22 The sound of harpists, musicians, 
flutists, and trumpeters shall not be heard in you anymore. No craftsman of 
any craft shall be found in you anymore, and the sound of a millstone shall 
not be heard in you anymore. 23 The light of a lamp shall not shine in you 
anymore, and the voice of bridegroom and bride shall not be heard in you 
anymore. For your merchants were the great men of the earth, for by your 
sorcery all the nations were deceived.  

v 21 A mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the 
sea: This reminds us of Jeremiah’s instructions to Seraiah to bind a stone to a scroll 
of the book of Jeremiah and cast it into the Euphrates. Thus shall Babylon sink, and 
shall not rise from the evil that I will bring upon her: and they shall be weary 
(Jeremiah 51:61–64). 

But it also reminds us of what Jesus said in Matthew 18:6: But whoever causes one 
of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it would be better for him if a millstone 
were hung around his neck, and he were drowned in the depth of the sea. This 
applies to Babylon in Revelation 18, because she led others into sin. It is a terrible 
thing to sin unto yourself; it is even more terrible to lead others into sin. 

v 21 The great city Babylon shall be thrown down, and shall not be found 
anymore: Some day, this world system will pass away, like a great stone falls to the 
bottom of the sea and it will never be seen again.   

Will this fall hurt the believers? They will only be hurt or affected to the extent that 
they invested themselves in the mentality of commercial Babylon’s materialism and 
worldliness.  The same is true for us our day and age.   

v 21-23 Shall not be heard … shall be found anymore … shall to be heard in 
you anymore … shall not shine in you anymore: In graphic and poetic language, 
John describes how the industry and commerce of Babylon will come to an end. 

v 23 For by your sorcery all the nations were deceived: Sorcery is the Greek 
word pharmakia, which means, “to prepare drugs.” The lure of commercial Babylon 
is like a drug addiction, fed by deceptive advertising. 

The ultimate reason for commercial Babylon’s judgment: She 
has killed the prophets and saints (v 24) 

Revelation 18:24 NKJV 
And in her was found the blood of prophets and saints, and of all who were 
slain on the earth.” 



v 24 The blood of prophets and saints, and of all who were slain on the earth: 
The extent of this charge is another indication that this great city is symbolic of the 
world system at large. There is no one literal city that is responsible for all who 
were slain on the earth. 

v 24 In her was found the blood of prophets and saints: God takes the 
persecution of His people as a personal offence. Those who attack His people 
really attack Him. 

Application and Conclusion 

1 Corinthians 3:12-15 NLT paraphrase 
Anyone who builds on that foundation may use a variety of materials—gold, silver, 
jewels, wood, hay, or straw. 13 But on the judgment day, fire will reveal what kind of 
work each builder has done. The fire will show if a person’s work has any value. 14 If 
the work survives, that builder will receive a reward. 15 But if the work is burned up, 
the builder [believer] will suffer great loss. The builder [believer] will be saved, but 
like someone barely escaping through a wall of flames.  

Hal Lindsay commented or joked that there will  be many of us who smell like 
smoke in heaven.  Yes, my salvation is based on unconditional promises, it’s 
guaranteed—but, my eternal reward and my capacity to enjoy Heaven and my 
relationship with God  for eternity in heaven is based on my choices now.  God will 
never force me to love Him.  I must choose to love Him.  It all starts with reading the 
bible, God’s love letter to me and you.  It’s how He speaks to us.  If I’m not reading 
the Word of God, I’m not listening to God.  It’s that simple.  Consider this logic from 
John 14-16 

1. The more I read the bible, the more I know about how awesome God is and 
how much He loves me. 

2. The more I know about who God is and His love for me, the more I will grow to 
love  and appreciate God.   

3. The more I love God, the greater the desire I will have to obey God. 

4. The more I obey God, the more I will be abiding with or walking in fellowship 
with God. 

5. The more I abide with Christ, the more fruit I will bear (love). 

6. The more fruit I bear, the more I will bring glory and honour to God.   

Everything that I do that brings honour to God brings with it eternal reward, 
satisfaction and contentment.  Honouring God results in an eternal kind of joy, 
peace and love that the world cannot give, nor take away.   

So basically we must choose to: 

1. Read the Word 
2. Obey the Word 



There are seemingly few who actually take the time to read the bible for 
themselves, and even fewer who both read it and choose to obey it.   

The story of the rich young ruler is an example of someone who actually bothered  
to seek the Word of God but remained unwilling to obey the Word of God: 

Mark 10:21-22 NKJV 
Looking at the man, Jesus felt genuine love for him. “There is still one thing you 
haven’t done,” he told him. “Go and sell all your possessions and give the money to 
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”  

22 At this the man’s face fell, and he went away sad, for he had many possessions.  

This principle is true every time.  If we reject God’s will for us, we will end up sad, 
depressed, unfulfilled, unsatisfied, and discontent.  We will have what we want in 
this world, but still be empty on the inside.  As someone said to me recently when 
talking about their chasing worldly pursuits, “really, is this all there is, is this as good 
as it gets?” 

Let’s finish with: 

Colossians 3:1-10 NLT paraphrase 
Since you have been raised to new life with Christ, set your sights on the realities 
of heaven, where Christ sits in the place of honour at God’s right hand. 2 Think 
about the things of heaven, not the things of earth. 3 For you died to this life, and 
your real life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 And when Christ, who is your life, is 
revealed to the whole world, you will share in all his glory.  
5 So put to death the sinful, earthly things [desires] lurking within you. Have 
nothing to do with sexual immorality, impurity, lust, and evil desires. Don’t be 
greedy, for a greedy person is an idolater, worshiping the things of this world 
[system]. 6 Because of these sins, the anger of God is coming [If we share in the 
sins of the world, we will share in the judgements of the world]. 7 You used to do 
these things when your life was still part of this world. 8 But now is the time to 
get rid of anger, rage, malicious behaviour, slander, and dirty language. 9 Don’t lie to 
each other, for you have stripped off your old sinful nature and all its wicked deeds. 
10 Put on your new nature, and be renewed as you learn to know your Creator 
and become like him. 


